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F ly, what is the relatlonshlp between the Mitter-
"Volutlon and the Commumsts" Thus far there is

-cons mm at skﬂI Desplte the fact that the PCF was

. saying that “the antagonism between East and

3 lukewarm toward himin the preSIdennal eIectlons and that

in the- leglslatlve elections the party suffered the largest’

decline in its popular vote since 1945, Mitterrand has been -

able to maintain Communist support in the legislature and -

to keep Communist ministers in the government. Although -
- some have argued that Mitterrand has well and truly trap- -

ped the Communists in an untenable position — the longer
they remain in government the more the PCF will be
identified with the fortunes of the Socialist Party, while:if
the Communists withdraw their support for the Socialists
they will be seen as betraying the cause of left wing unity —
still there is another way to look at Communist support.
The Communists can be seen as both a threat to, and the .
guarantors -of, the continued radicalism of the Mitterrar‘id -

-regime. As long as they remain in government their mere-

presence will serve to inflect policy toward the left. Al-
though Mitterrand, like DeGaulle in 1945, was careful not-
to appoint Communists to posts that had any relation to
foreign policy or to internal security, nevertheless two -
important ministries, those of Health and Transportaiton,
are in the hands of Communists. Clearly they will do every-
thing in their power to ensure that their policies bear the

- impression of Communist ideology. Howeer, if they should
~ feel that their policies are being blocked, or that the Mitter- -

rand government is sliding toward the right, then their
resignation could in fact precipitate a movement to the
right and an effective end te radical change. This is not to_
say that the fate of the Mitterrand revolution s in the hands
of the Communist Party, but it is to emphasize that their
role should not be underestimated. - ‘
In the end then, it is still too early to tell whether the
Mitterrand revolution is one of intentions or of actions.

. However, if intentions are anything to go by, France, as the

Chinese would say, is in for some “interesting” times. []
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Help the USC.
Never resting on its laurels, the USC-con- |
tinues its battle to “break the pattern of pov-
. erty” — degrading, crippling poverty which
grips two-thirds of humanity and is an ever-

growing threat to all mankind. It is our collec-
tive responsibilily to help — right now.
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