Course guide gives student

by Ed Prutschi
It’s a course calendar with a twist.

The York Federation of Students
has just released its most complete
anti-calendar ever.

Unlike the ‘official’ undergradu-
ate course calendar, the federation’s
anti-calendar goes beyond descrip-
tion and actually evaluates courses,
professors and teaching assistants.

“The university calendar doesn’t
give the essence [of a course],” Nick
Marchese, executive research assis-
tant at the federation said last week.
Marchese also served as the course
evaluations coordinator of the project
which has been titled “The Other
Calendar.”
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project by the federation “to affirm
the right of students to have a say in
[their] own education,” according to
its preface.

Its stated purpose is to give under-
graduates a “student perspective”
which will help in the difficult chore
of choosing courses as well as giving
students the “‘right to comment on the
program and make a change.”

And some changes have been
made. Anthropology department
chair Malcolm Blincow’s Introduc-
tion to Social Anthropology course
willno longer be using a text students
found to be “ambiguous and difficult
to understand.” The course’s new
text is “an experiment” according to
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Shopsy’s Deli.

the high rent”

fees between September 1991 and February 1992.
“Our business runs six months a year. It makes it difficult to work, The
prices for maintenance are very high,”

His feelings are echoed by The Original Panzerotto and Pizza owner,
Wally Park. “They were good cleaners, but not for the high maintenance
fee,” he continues, “In my case, I can 't afford to pay the maintenance and

According to McAllister, the student centre corporation owes them
about $25,000. Castle insists the figure is between $10,000 and $15,000.

McAllister blames the building’s rapidly decaying
lack of staff due to budget cuts. The budget was increased to $280,000
between last September and April which allowed an addition of three
cleaners and a total of ten, double that of this year. Castle, however, feels
that for $225,000, there should be seven staff.

The corporation is now looking for a new contract that will save therm,
$50,000 a year. Members plan to op

said Charlie Korinis, owner of
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year student, said he had hoped more
faculties would be involved.

Marchese said he will address
these problems by approaching uni-
versity departments earlier in order
to prepare for next year’s edition.

The project’s success is still un-
certain. The calendar was released
later than intended, although
Marchese is working towards a mid-
June release for next year.

The refusal of both the Mathemat-
ics and Statistics department and the
Computer Science department is dis-
appointing, he said.

Computer Science chair Patrick

Dymond said his department was
concerned about how misleading the
results of such a calendar may be.
“When students say a professor is
great that may not necessarily be the
view of the department and these
evaluations can be misinterpreted,”
Dymond said.

Of course, the opposite may also
be true. Dymond mentioned that his
department had justrecently changed
its stance and has decided to partici-
pate in the project in one form or
another next year.

“Some trepidation on the part of
instructors™ is to be expected,
Marchese said. A professor who re-
ceived a poor review in the calendar
canexpectto feel some sort of “moral

persuasion” to improve his or her
work and it is because of this that
many professors are hesitant to have
themselves evaluated, he added.
Are professors really spoken to
about their course evaluation results?
“Absolutely,” said Ron Singer, last
year’s chair of York’s theatre depart-
ment. He calls in each professor in
the theatre department after the polls
comeinand “theresults are discussed
and taken very seriously.”
Approximately 4,000 copies of
the calendar have been distributed so
far. The cost of the project is esti-
mated to be close to $10,000, but
despite the cost and other minor set-
backs Marchese said it looks like The
Other Calendar is here to stay.

those involved in the new age

Astrology and Astronomy
Presented by the Students for the
Exploration and Development of
Space. Wednesday September 30
at S5pm in 315 Petrie Science
Building. Guest speaker Dr. Mike
De Robertis will presentthe results
from a 1991 survey on astrology
and astronomy of over 1500 first
year Arts and Science students.

Weicome Back Dance Saturday
October 3 at 8pm in the Grad
Lounge, 7th floor Ross. Hosted by
the York University Hispaic
Association. $6 for members, $6
for non-members. ID required.

Black Women and AIDS |

Presented by Biack Cap (Coalition
for AIDS Prevention) and BLGAY.
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Calling All Nations Monday
October 12, at 11am, at Queen'’s
Park and then the Bickford Centre.
Sponsored by 500 Years/October
1892 Coalition including the YFS.,
Celebrate 500 years of resistance
and survival. For more information
call David Hermolin 736-5324.

The Goddess and the Celtic New
Year Wednesday October 14, at
5pm, in room 315C Student Centre.
Hosted by Cerridwen-Hecate.
Samhain is a generally mis.
understood holiday. We will talk in
detail about this holiday, the neo-
pagan movement and where the
goddess fits in.

who has a desireto stop drinking or 7

issues. New time starting October

Le Cercle Frangais The official
club of the French Department and
all other persons interested in
French culture and language. Our
office is at 343 Student Centre, 736-
5086, contact Louise Chaput, or 833-
1576, contact Alexandre Sévigny.
Et tout ga, parce qu’on est jeune!

York By Cycle A York-based
bicycle user group. The ring-posts
are popping up everywhere. The
mare bicycles come on campus,
the more they will be planned for.
For more info call Ed or Mel at 322-
9440.

Student Christian Movement
Support third world cooperatives
and alternative trade. We carry
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