we the authors feel extremely offended
with Aaron Kendal’s profane use of our
mother tongue.

Contemporary Isrealisociety cannot
be defined using Hellenic terms. Given
the seemingly necessary, and extensive
use of military law, the Hellenic term
Democracy becomes absolutely inap-
plicable. Its use by Mr. Kendal consti-
tutes profanity.

The authors are aware that many
will read this letter and will attempt to
label us as, “pro-this” or “pro-that.” We
are neither “this” or “that.” We are
Greeks who are very concerned with
profanity used againstourlanguage and
our culture.

Sincerely,
Panagiotis loannidis
and Nikos Parakatis.

Nothing fo do
with sexism

Dear Editor,

I am the first female film and video
student who feels compelled to write
concerning the article on our exam re-
volt (“Professor claims sexism as rea-
son for student boycott of film exam,”
Jan. 22). I am appalled that Kalli
Paakspuu had the gall to insinuate that
her dismissal had to do with the fact that
she was female.

Kalli is not some sort of martyr for
the female filmakers cause, as she ap-
parently feels she is. Our decision to
boycott the exam was not a planned
premeditated male conspiracy, in fact
the idea came from one of the female
students after reading over the exam.
For her to say that it was in any way
symbolic because of the date of the
Montreal Masscre is shameless. The
tragedy of what happened to those
women is horrifying, what happened to
Kalli is in no way connected. She can-
not come to terms with the reason her
contract was terminated, Kalli was not
capable of teaching the program to film
majors.

When I entered the program, I came
in with a love and a fascination for the
film industry. What I expected was for
thatlove and fascination to bedeveloped
into technical ability. Kalli did not
provide that. In fact the skills I aquired
were from reading instructional books.

When confronted about her mark-
ing schemes, she was evasive and could
never explain her reasoning. Machines
we were told were broken were not, she
simply did not know how to operate
them. In the two labs I've had since
Kalli has been dismissed, I've learned
more than the entire semseter I had with
Kalli.

Yes, it is a shame to lose a female
teacher, but when I work so hard to be
able to attend university, when I put in
such a large financial investment into
my future (which I fully expected), I
expect to be taught well. Whether the
teacheris male, female, White or Black,
whether I like them as a person, has no
bearing whatsoever. Do they teach me;
Kalli did not, that was and is the bottom
line. If she does not realize that, she
only is only deluding herself, I was her
student...] know the truth.

Annmarie Morais,
First Year Film and Video student.

Incompetence
lead to hoycott

Dear Editor,

In Elaine Bellio’s front page article
in the Excalibur Jan 22 issue, former
York instructor Kalli Paakspuu blamed
sexism as the motivation for her first
year film class’s general boycott of
their December exam and her subse-
quent dismissal. As a member of that
class and a participant in the boycott I
can assure you that nothing could be
further from the truth. The real reason
for the boycott was the only possibly
acceptable one, gross incompetence.
She simply didn’t know her subject, or
atleastdidn’tknow how to pass on that
knowledge to us. She would regularly

coriirrneed

evadedireect, pertinentquestions, spend
entire lectures rambling offon irrevelant
tangents and then leave us off to learn
onour own. In acourse as technical and
expensive (we are expected to spend
hundreds of dollars on ourown supplies)
as film production this is totally
inexcuseable. We all hoped that the
issue could have been dealt with quickly
and quietly with a minimum of embar-
rassment to anyone concerned, includ-
ing Kalli. However, by her irrespon-
sible “wolf’ cry of sexism she has shown
herself unworthy of such consideration.
She has not only hurt the cause of
sexual equality on campus by showing
how easily the issue can be abused, but
has irresponsibly damaged the reputa-
tion of the finest film dapartment in
Canada. I would welcome a more in-
depth follow up article in a future issue
to corroborate this.

Sincerely,
Brad King

Standing up for
the YFS

Dear Editor,

Re: (Excalibur, Jan 22/92) “Why the
YFES should be abolished”

Mr. Saunders suggests in his article that
there is an atmosphere of great antago-
nism within the YFS, with the executive
on one side and the councillors on the
other. In fact, the executive has a great
deal of support from many of the coun-
cillors. A look at the YFS minutes will
demonstrate that in fact, many of the
initiatives the executive has taken have
passed, suggesting that there is more
cooperation within the YFS than Mr.

Saunders has noted.

Thearticle also suggests that there is
no cooperation between the college
councils and the YFS. It is our experi-
ence that last year, there was a great
deal of cooperation between the col-
leges, who successfully mounted many
campaigns in solidarity with the YFS.
Many of those who represent the larger
student body this year on the YFS were
past presidents or executives members
of other student councils at York, and
therefore have a background in these
activities. It is ironic that a paid staff
member of the Excalibur, which is
supported by students, is attacking un-
paid volunteers acress campus.

Finally, we take great exception to
the “Report Cards” on the YFS execu-
tive. The author has attacked these
members needlessly. It is our opinion
that they have been working tremen-
dously hard on their initiatives, and the
reports on their actions are misleading.
They have shown themselves to be very
capable and dedicated members. Al-
though Mr. Saunders raises some valid
questions about the structure of student
governmentat York, particularly its de-
centralized nature, he levels many un-
founded personal attacks that only serve
to discredit the worthwhile suggestions
he does make.

Itis a pity that Mr. Saunders did not
take the time to research the facts for
this articles thoroughly enough, unlike
many articles he has written for the
Excalibur in the past. His lack of re-
search is transparantly obvious in the
“Members’ Attendance List.” The June
meeting, which is listed as one of those
which did not meet quorum, was in fact
held on June 9, 1991. The author also
suggests that members do not show up
to meetings simply because they can’t

be bothered. This is not the case. To
take one expamle, Rhys Bowman, the
Faculty of Education representative to
the YFS, has been present at all meet-
ings but two—the first, in May, while
representing the York Student Centre at
a national conference in Calgary, and
the second, in September, while work-
ing on a volunteer development project
in India. Meanwhile, the attendance list
does not correctly note the number of
times that he was present. The atten-
dance of other councillors is also mis-
represented on this list. The attendance
list published in the minutes of the
meetings.

Mr. Saunders does make some
worthwhile suggestions about changing
the face of government at York, and he
isundoubtedly not the only student who
is unhappy with the current state of
affairs. However, let’s not ignore what
we do have going for us at the YFS.

Respectfully Submitted,
Rhys Bowman,

FESA representative, YFS
and Tina Roesch,

Winters Councillor, YFS

No faculty in
Faculty Club

Dear Editor,

In response to Corey Goldman's article
“Faculty club losing out to Student
Centre restaurant”. How dare Tony
Turritin suggest that the “short-term
resolution” for the Faculty Club’s
growing financial problem is to allow
students to eat there, but in “the long
term it would definitely be faculty-
only?”

Why should we, as students, be used
as tools to help the Faculty Club’s fi-
nancial position and then be discarded
as soon as it regains its balance? It
appears through statements from fac-
ulty members that they actually prefer
the “diverse atmosphere” of the facili-
ties that encourage students’ patronage
over the “very unpleasant...pompous”
atmosphere of the Faculty Club.

Turritin better rethink his solution
and if his long-term solution remains
the exclusion of students, then he’ll
have to find another way to reverse the
faculty club’s “financial descent.” Fur-
ther, his demeaning attitude towards
students certainly ensures that I would
never enrol in one of his courses!

Pam Chelin

Left versus Left

Dear Editor,

I was rather surprised to open the
Jan 22 edition of Excalibur anread the
letter from Jordan Berger attacking my
article “Reading from the Left” (printed
in the Dec 4 issue).

Berger claims that my short review
article was “biased.” But this wasn’t
any ordinary bias, it was a bias in favour
of (shudder!) Socialist Worker, the
newspaper of the (gasp!) International
Socialist, an organization to which
David Camfield belongs!

Since it is merely common sense
that writers reviewing left-wing peri-
odicals will approach them with their
own political perspective (“bias”), why
is Berger so upset thatdid so? [ am sure
that as a New Democrat he would have

written a piece whichincluded the same
attack on Socialist Worker that ap-
peared in his letter. It is obvious that
what Berger dislikes is not bias, but the
politics of the International Socialists.

I'am not surprised, considering that
his politics aim to halt the erosion of
English Canada’s “national cultural
specificity by American commodified
culture” (does he really believe it isn’t
thoroughly commodified already?)
without acquiring a nationalist label! I
can only hope that the “Proud York
New Democrat” stops worrying about
a parochial imperialist culture and gets
involved in fighting the real threat -
Bob Rae’s latest round of cuts.

David Camfield
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THE
EUROPEAN COMMUNITY:
TODAY AND TOMORROW

A PROGRAM IN ENGLISH
AT THE INSTITUT D'ETUDES POLITIQUES

June 11- July 23, 1992
in Paris, France

Focusing on Europe through a multidisciplinary approach
(political, managerial and technological), this Program enables
students from North American universities to understand the
meaning and impact of European integration.

A PROGRAM FOR:

Graduate Students
Post Graduates

in the fields of Business, Engineering, Law
Political Science and International Affairs

THE INSTITUT D'ETUDES POLITIQUES is on of France's
most prestigious schools of Higher Education, where the
Country's elite has been trained for over a century.

A SIX WEEK INTENSIVE SEMINAR ON EUROPEAN
ISSUES: European structures, Management and Technology
understood in the context of 1992's unification goals and the
long term goals laid out at Maastricht.

THE PROGRAM COMBINES lectures, round table
discussions, tutorials, small group work, case studies and field
trips to selected firms and industries. It is taught by a faculty
composed of academics and experts from the E.C. and the
professional world.

*WITH THE ACTIVE PARTICIPATION OF INTERNATIONAL
COMPANIES: Aérospatiale Crédit Lyonnais, Elf-Aquitaine,
Eurogroup Consultants, Geo-Alsthom, Groupe Schneider,
LVMH, SNCF and SNECMA.

*WITH THE UNIQUE OPPORTUNITY TO OBTAIN A PAID
INTERNSHIP OR LONG TERM EMPLOYMENT

THE COST IS $3800 AND INCLUDES tuition and class room
materials, housing, meals (breakfast and lunch) and field trips
expenses for the duration of the Program.

FINANCIAL AID is available when appropriately justified..

For further information write to or call collect::

Leslie Hawkes
(33)(1) 45 49 50 67/64
E.C/S.P.
IEP
27, rue St. Guillaume
75341-Paris cedex 07 France

Early decision deadline: February 20, 1992
Final Deadline: April 15, 1992




