Dal heads for the hills

by Jessica Meijer

Dalhousie University has entered into a
linkage project with Nepal with the goal of
increasing the knowledge of the Nepalese
working in areas related to development.

Project coordinator Paul Huber, of the
Economics Dapartment, recently returned
from a visit to Nepal, and described the
situation there. Nepal is one of the poorest
countries in the world, with “great div-
isions in income — both class and
Environmental
problem for the
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increased population pressures heighten
deforestation trends, which in turn con-
tribute ro erosion.

Dalhousie involvement may well
include many different faculties, but as
Huber put it, “(the) Economics (depart-

ment) is, you might say, the lead depart-

ment in the linkage arrangement.” The
School of Resource and Environmental
Sutdies is a secondary player in the arran-
gement, while Dalhousie’s Lester B. Pear-
son Institute for International
Development supports the project by offer-
ing general supervision and expertise.

Why did Dalhousie choose Nepal (as
opposed to other developing countries) for
this development program?

Actually, the entire project developed
“through a student
explained proudly.

Byasjee Poudel, employed by the minis-
try of finance in Nepal, came 10 study at
Dalhousie in the early 1980s. While here he
established contact with Ian McAllister —
a “key person in development activities at
Dal for 12-15 years' said Huber. A1 Pou-
del’s urging, McAllister visited Nepal and
soon Huber and Alasdair Sinclair (former

initiative,” Huber

vice-president academic & research, and
professor in the economics department)
became involved.

After consulrations with their counter-
parts in Nepal, a proposal for the linkage
project was prepared. In May of this year
approval was granted.

The Canadian International Develop-
ment Agency funds most of the project,
worth approximately $1 million over five
years.

The Centre for Ecnomic Development
and Adminisiration (CEDA) in Nepal's
only University, Tribhuvan, is the organi-
zation directly involved in Nepal. Dal-
housie’s theoretical and methodological
skills coupled with CEDA'’s local knowl-
edge should be able to provide a program
that CEDA staff can offer to members of the
government's civil service or consuliants
working for developmeni agencies.

CFS cruises the globe too

As with all new projects, there have been
some initial administration difficulties:
perhaps an unexpected one is the fact that
“participants out there (in Nepal) do a lot
of walking because of ransportation diffi-

culties.” Nepal's conflict with India has
placed severe restrictions on fuel consump-
tion, making walking a necessity.

Currently the “initial visits to Nepal are
heavily focusing on getting the project up
and running. Later on we will get into the
substance of the project.”

Sinclair and Huber identified roughly
I5 training packages that might reflect
Nepal's areas of strength — areas thar Dal-
housie might be able to contribure to.
These areas will soon be narrowed down:
however “what will be done is not yel
determined — this might evolve a little as
we go along,” acknowledged Huber.

The first Nepalese students are expected
at Dalhousie nexi September.

by Chris Lawson

OTTAWA (CUP) — The Cana-
dian Federation of Studenis’ new
campaign poster looks a lot like
something thar once graced Brit-
ish campuses.

The poster, which lists Prime
Minister Brian Mulroney's rhe-
toric on post-secondary educa-
tion, compared with his record in
bold yellow lettering, is for-
thright and unabashedly
political.

Inspired by a recent National
Union of Students (U.K.) cam-

eration can reap from getting
more involved with its counter-
parts in other countries, CFS's
deputy chair Mairi Johnson says.

“You can get a lot of informa-
tion, on an organizational level,
and on a services level from other
organizations,” Johnson said.

“Sharing experiénces is also a
good way to be proactive Johnson
added. “A lot of the students I
talked to talked about the privi-
leging and elitization of educa-
tion in their countries.”

As an example, she said Britain
is using the Canadian model for

could really use CFS’s research.

“In Finland, the national stu-
dents federation owns 80 per cent
of student housing,"” she said. “It
gives you a lot to think abour.”

Johnson has rravelled 1o the
13th World Festival of Youth and
Students in North Korea, visited
the International Union of Stu-
dents (IUS) headquarters in
Prague as well as the UK students
federation, and attended an all-
European student federation
meeting in Sweden.

“In the last few years the federa-

Tate said. Tate started CFS back
toward getting involved
internationally.

For a while, it was difficult 1o
get CFS’s membership interested
in happenings outside Canada,
Johnson said. The federation’s
policy on international involve-
ment remains unarticulated.

Going into the federation’'s 9th
annual general meeting, she
hopes to rurn some of the last few
months’ momentum into some-
thing permanent.

Johnson wants the federation
to establish an international
affairs committee to establish
international contacts, establish
policy on international involve-
ment and figure out how to pay
for increased international
involvement,

The would also
look at several specific interna-
tional student issue campaigns,
such as the UN’s international
literacy year and the campaign to
reopen Palestinian universities.
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former CFS deputy chair Jamie

student loans, and the UK's
National Union of Students

paign poster, it's one of anumber
of benefits Canada’s student fed-

Still starving at home

by Padraic Brake
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“We would like an increase in
the bursary program because that
is the only way the government is
going to keep the debrt load down
for students,” SUNS chair Lara
Morris said.

Nova Scotia university stu-
dents can get up to $5360 in Can-
ada Student T.oans and
provincial government bursaries.

A student living in residence at
Acadia University in Wolfville,

Dalhousie Mature Students
Association
General Meeting

Oct. 27th 7:00 pm. Rm 318 SUB

Come and meet other mature students.
For info call after 5 pm.

Gary: 425-4229

Doreen: 423-7003
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ADULTS $2.50

HALIFAX
(ample free parking)

SUNDAY
OCTOBER 22, 1959
10:00 a.m. To 4:00 p.m.

Admission
STUDENTS WITH ID $1.00
Information (902) 463-2561 or (902) 369-2289
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Dalhousie Gazette




