“Where is the first Alberta Nobel laureate?”
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Advanced Ed. budget debate laughable

by John Watson

The advanced education budget
was debated March 23 in the
legislature.

The honourable P.C. member
from Calgary McCall, Stan Nelson,
stands up to congratulate the min-
ister and also to express his concern
over inequitable funding of Alber-
ta’s universities, the U of C in
particular.

The honourable member quotes
the figure of $88 million. “I'm sure
that inequities, if they are there,
will be discovered by the consul-
tant,” says the honourable member.

Meanwhile a government mem-
ber sends a page across the house
to the New Democrat ranks with a
note. While the honourable mem-
ber’s monotone continues, William
Roberts, ND Edmonton Centre,
chuckles over the note and gives
the thumbs-up to the note sender.

“l won't... make a big political
dissertation that might be appeal-
ling to the people that may be here
from post-secondary educational
facilities,” says Nelson.

The honourable Dave Russell,
minister of advanced education,
has a cup of coffee delivered by a
page.

“Socialism is the next step to
communism,” says Nelson amid
cheers from his Conservative com-
panions. “They’ll grow out of it
(socialism),” shout the Tories.

The honourable member con-
tinues to express his concerns and
the equally honourable member
sitting behind Mr. Nelson stares at
the lights on the ceiling.

“Some people that have pot
been out in that cruel world and sat
and sponged off taxpayers all their
lives... may not understand,” says
Nelson.

The honourable member seated
behind Nelson has involved the
two honourable members seated
to his right and the three now dis-
cuss the pattern of lights on the
ceiling.
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The Calgary member finishes and
the chair calls upon William Rob-
erts, New Democrat, to speak next.

“I've got to tell you Mr. Chair-
man, if | had to endure any more of
the diatribe from this (derogatory
noun) over here, it would just make
me throw up and vomit over the
legislature floor,” says Roberts.

The house bursts into a vocifer-
ous uproar.

The honourable member retracts

his words, spoken in anger, and
goes on to make a few points of his
own.

“You can always tell a Harvard
man, but you just can’t tell him
much,” says Roberts to a now atten-
tive legislature.

Soon though, the members lose
interest. A white-haired govern-
-ment member puts his feet up and
casually ignores the speech. Anoth-
er front-row member joins him

and they strike up a conversation.

“Where is the first Alberta Nobel
laureate?” asks Roberts.

The two government members
become three and continue to
ignore the conversation.

Another page scurries across the
house and drops off another coffee.

Roberts wonders about the gov-

~ ernment’s “commitment to debat-

ing the re-allocation of education
funding.”
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Interested in making a possible $150.00 a day this summer?

Become a Tree Planter!

Attend a free information seminar, and learn of an
educational course designed to make you an informed
and successful tree planter. Objectives are to
educate, train and help place. Free seminar will be
held on TUESDAY, APRIL 7 at SUB, Room 034 at 4:00 PM.

Workshop will be held on April 11.
For further information call 437-4429
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‘|PAID: People Against Impaired
Drivers need volunteers for a pub-
licity campaign.

|[Fort Edmonton Park: Volunteer
York Boat rowers, interpreters,
pioneer craft demonstrators and
actors to play historic characters all
in demand.

Victims Services Unit: Edmonton
Police Department trains volunt-
eers to provide support and infor-
mation to crime victims.

Tutors: Volunteers are needed to
help youngsters in various areas
with school subjects and to help
new Canadians, both in small
groups and individually, with Eng-
lish as a second language.

For these and other challenging
volunteer assignments, call the
Volunteer Action Centre at 482-
6431.

Experie:'e:. Europe

ON CAMPUS
4th Floor SUB

JOBS JOBS JOBS
LOOKING FOR SUMMER EMPLOYMENT?
VISIT OUR OFFICE TODAY!

‘Cana

MONDAY - FRIDAY
PHONE - 432-4291

THE HOSTEL SHOP

o Travel Packs, Books and
Accessories

o Eurail and Britrail passes

o International Hostel Cards i
(free with Railpass |
purchase)

¢ Information on over 2000

hostels in Europe

i+l

Canadian Hostelling Association
Northern Alberta District
10926-88 Avenue 439-3089

Tuesday, March 31, 1987



