
Fun and froU o têi
pie there. They were more tieal than many of
tbe Frnge-Côen that were wanderilng about
to be seen and te b. trendy.

About mid-Fringe, 1 really did fetl the
strain and tbe doldrumrs, (do people stiti use
that word? Do people stili understand it?),
and then 1 saw 'Lysistrate'. That revlved me.
lt's a wonderfui collection oftbings. It was
rude, crude, obnoxious, sexy and just wbat 1
needed. t laughed, 1 groaned and I enjoyed.
if the acting wasn't great, I didn't care. Tbe
play was wonderful.-1

1 also saw ')acques Strapp's Last Crepe', a
one man sbow with ex-lawyer Hal C. Sisson,
at Th&_Park Ilotel. A wonderful venue, beer
was available while you were enjoying the
show. It, too, was rude, crude, and enjoya-
ble. Humour! Comnedyl Just what 1 needed
te get me through the rest of the weekl
Some peopie that i talked tedldn't likeit and
thought that it was disgusting. Those people
really didn't get into it, and those ithat got
into it the nigbt that 1 saw ht laughed uproar-
iously and fully enjoyed tbemnselves. Dîffer-
ent strokes for different folks, 1 guess.

1 was still searching for the elusive A and
M; Atmosphere and Meaning for those witb
short memrories and wbo needfootnotes. 1Iwan-
dered, roamed, and ail those other adjec-
tives; 1 found myseif talking te people in
lineups and in the beer tent, trying to find
out wbat they weredoing here and why tbey
thought The Fringe was so successful.

Some of the answers put to me 1 had te
shake my head mentally and keep on smil-
ing, pretending te be interested and/or-
amused at what they were saying. 1 did get
some bonest answers from some people.
This one particular answer was Ieading me
doser te tbe completion of my quest; I don't
have the time te see mucb theatre du ring the
year, and 1 oeally like it, and it's cheap ticket
prices as opposed te expensive prices at
some local tbeatres, and I enjoy the atmos-
phere.' Ah bal Atmospberel Wbat about it, 1
ask. Then there follows a bunch of mum-
bling and humming. No one seems te know
about this Atmospberetbat 1 arn in searcb of,
as well as many others on the same quest.

.This brings me teThe ThingThat Bugged
Me The, Most About -The People At The
Fringe section of this epic tale of reportrng:
Nihilism. Tbis word was bandied about se
much that 1 amn surprised it didn't get sick or
just wither away and die from overuse
According te Webster's New World Diction-
ary, this word means: The general rejection
of customary beliefs in rnorality, religion, etc.
It is a word that bas entered inte tbe vocabu-
lary of The Trendy. Apparently, everytbing at
Thè Fringe was 'nihilistic'.'Oh, he was sucb a
nibilistic acter in a nibilistic play', 'Oh, she
danced se nibilWsicly'(?), 'lsn't it wonderfully
nibilisticthat this is playing bere?', 'The play
srracked of nihiiismn and anarchy,, but the
actors didn't get thai nihilisti4c feeling just
right and se the effectwas losti These. are
genluine quotes <wý-rhedrd i n the beer tent.
I've got more, but I think 've conveyed the
general situation.

These people vtbjldn't know niltfsm ,if
it cameup and bitthé endàf thelr hosesoff. 1
have nothing against Trendolds ln general,
but when they try te sound like Intelligent
hurnan beings, enough is enougb.

1 aise bave nothlng against peo>ple that
try te jam and cram ln one year of theatre in
nine days. If that's wbat tbey want teo do
great, but leave the posing and platitudes at
borne for those wbo know bow te pose and
speut a platitutde.

Baclc to the rlnge and the plays. One of
the best performances 1 caugbt was written
and performed by Allan Merovitz at Orange
Hall, stage 4. 'if Cows Could FIy' was a mar-
vellous stery of a Jewisb family in Montreal
witb its moots in Poland.

.'Every time Allan Merovitz put on a dif-
ferent bat, he was a different character. This
one man show deserved better audiences
and better reviews, but unfortunately they
just weren't there. If I had bad tbe tirne I
would have'seen it twice. A marvellous per-
formance by a marvellous man. I served him

Another of My Favourites was 'Rhines-
tones', written by MFA student CatherineGirczyc. This is a story about a Pork Queen
and how she hated ber position. Annette
Loiselle was great as the Pork Queen, and
Ron Pearson as the Zen Painter was great. It
was weird and wonderful, a definite hoot
and i can bardly wait for the sequel. Hint,
hint, Catherine.

One of the best at this year's Fringe, in
my opinion and from what 1 saw, was 'lue
Cambodians ... We' Live Across A Dan ge<.
This play literally Ieft me speecbless and
stunned. 1 carmot corneý up with enough
superlativeg or descriptions to do justioe to
this masterpiece. Net only was I driven te the
brink of tears, but this play about Cambodian
refugees living in Edmonton and their stories
made me laugh on occasion. The simple set,
a chair for a wbile and percussion instru-'
ments, was masterful. The acting, as well as
the scripting, since this was a U of A draina
collective and collaboration in-class exer-

-cise, was perfect. 1 hated the Khmer Rouge
characters and cried with the victims. Donna
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Fraser, Caroi Mundie, Doug Blacdey, Cbi
Sherback, Philip Paul, andDenise KeiIney
are actors/actresses to watÈh out for, just as
director Scott Glbson sbouid be watdhed for.
Thank youai, as weiI as those ctedlted in the
prograrn for givirug me a deep and rnoving
expeerice that 1 wili rernember for quit. a
long tirne, probabiy foeever.

-Bâck te hlnge Central, and 1 sti! can't
seem to find theA bnd M that 1 amn so des-
perately searchlng for. Thse beer tent tosm its
appeal and drawlng power.

1 arn rapidly beoemning dedand nothing
but a day off -can belp, but 1can't pare the
thie. But 1 have to spare the tîme since 1 just
can't go on. 1 just wander about Strathcona.
The lineups for tbe plays are getting ridicu-
tous. People are standing in line for up to
three bours In sorne cases. There justdoesru't
seem to be a point in lining Up for something
for three hours and then finding out that you
haven't made the cut. Alil that time wasted,
and stii -no play te see. Tbere bas to be a
hetter systemn, but 1 can't tbink of it, and l'm
sure thatlhe Frynge staff bave racked their_

collective brains for a solution.
A rase in point that pissed me off ýtotally.

My girlfriendý and 1I wanted te -see 'Papa
Died Under One 0f Those Great Big Heads
On Easter lsland' after we had seen 'Terra
Straniers', wbieh proved te be rather
disappoihtfing. -

Anyway, we got te stage 5, the Walter-
dale, at about 7:30, and there was qulte a ine
aiready for the last performance of 'Papa .. .
at il1:30 tbat night. We stood in Une for an

herand a baîf uritih-he tickets went on sale
at 9:00. There bad been. thre ead couhts
done by very responsible Fringe Staffers,
indluding Brian Paisley, and we seemed te ha
assured.et getting in.-

Then, the ;ackbooted, inconsiderate,-
trendoid, selfish thingys -aheàd of us started
letting their friends in Uine. We,,aà well as
about 80 te 100 people bebind us didn't get;
in te see the play. We bad beeri standing
there for 1heurs, we had been told that we
weuld get in, we did net get. in.

I sbouted that it was time te storm the
Bastille, and seme people looked like they

weregSoIn to do just ha. ,. ý
1 I hopea#y*u OFàhdnd Rob deco-

iated idiots eed the play ad Il Ioe.
you.eproud 0* yoursef vs.. Y de kjkyi#the

there was no ro0màdandyit wau.ght out.
May your parente BMWscatceh fire an1d uin
your brand new tukliers. aàstiïfflI

Amnyway.
Tbis now brngs meto theIêstdayôf The

Fnnge anidIstili badn't fbund the 4and Mof
the;-wbole"thîn$. Lindà an~d 1 spent a
Nery- relaxinï and borlng tlme durin oiar
shift at the beer tents. We then wandered
about,"ai*hungz eut and generally dced
back., We were walting for the doslngý
ceremonies and the volunteer and partldi-,
parut party at mldnight.

fhie parade was great; flaming spears.
and torches ieadtng a mnarch te the Yardblrd
Suite, where fireworks were set off, te tIse
deligbt of the crowd. Some people thougbt
that the flmewerrks were <Mickey Mouse',
but what dîd they want? Stuf like at Disney-
land? That would take meney, and if that
money was used for spectacular firework,.
then perhaps the beer tent wouldn't be.
open and net ail of the theatre spaces could
be getten. Give hta break. Edmonton doesn't
see that many fireworlcs-and ths one was just
fine and dandy, thank you very mucb.

At the Fringe party, I think I finaliy dis-.
covered the object of my quest.

lt wasn't the prays, although they con-
tributed te the overal answer, and ht wasn't
the Fringe Festival ltseif, althougb that, tee,
bas an important place.

I thînk that it's the feeling of a festival
and ail the people milling about anidhavinga
good time. lt's the kids tbat invaded Fringe
Central for the first few days. 1twas Sak The-
tre from Orlando, Florida that came up bere
and didn't know wbat te expect. They loved
it and the crowds loved thein. lhey get eve-
ryone involved and the audiencesl alwvays1left
laughing.

lt's Angus, wbobuiilt his own puppet.
stand and develuped a, puppet show of The
Animal Musicians of Bremen th at incîuded a
moose. He's about ten or se, and he got
invoIved because he tbought that it would
be fun. Sorry I neyer get back te yeu, Angus.
Next year, okay.

It's the volunteers and the staf fers wbo
worked their butts off because they, tee,
wanted te get involved. lEspecially the staffers.
Tbey were great; tbey seerned te have an-
answer for everytbing, whether ibey knew
that answer or net.

lt's Orian Paisley, for bis dream and dedi-
caion. I don't think tee many people could
do what he does and stilI laugh and joke,
even tbough be can't believe what's going
on around hlm. 119,00 tickets in nine days?
Some kind ofT 'rînge Festival'.

AIl the above contribute te the atmos-
phere of The- Fringe. As for the mearuing, I
still don't have an answer. Supply your own,
if you want. 'm going te think about it fora.
year and try te find the answer next year. The.
only way that 1 cani think te sum this up, is te.
say, 'Wow. Wasn't that a festival.>
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