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was -the moment, the moment of telling, wben tbis new,,
wild rapture born within bim turned ta bitter yearning.
Alice Blendon loved him, too, but 'that was tlie end.
Her word was given to another one ýfor whom she had
thouglit she cared till Clive came into lier-world.

His dream was over. The barmon>' of bis being was
spoiled for ever. That was the reward of bis searcli
for Carl. lie took back home with him a deep yearning
a.id agony. Wbetber it was greater for jean Thurston
than for himself lie could not say, but las lie saw the
colour leaving bier cbeeks and the liglit fading from bier
grand eyes day b>' day, Clive thouglit it must be more
bitter for lier.

1Yet f aitb is faitb I Alice Blendon's word was pledged'
to one, Charles Hooper, of Ottawa. Clive would no more
bave thouglit of 'asking bier to break the engagement than
Alice Blendon would bâve thouglit of requesting a release.
Word of bonour was sacred to bier and to Clive.

Furtbermore, in this pitiabie situa"~ Fate's strange
wbim bad influence. -By chance C*ri 'had cliosen the
naine, Chiarles Hooper, to bide bis identity in the West.
Thus there were twa men named Charles Hooper, the
real one.of Ottawa and the f aise one on Doan's ranch.

CHAPTER V.

E VeNTS, which were as tbreads, in the loom ofth
weaver, folwdfast for those concerned in the

circumstances of the tale, events whîch need but, a few
words ta picture..

Through boldly displayed advertising, tremendous
boomning and the shrewd machinations of Jasper and
Jasper, solicitors, the CONSOLIDATED DiAMOND COBALT

company forced its stock ta the flrst place among paper-
mines and even among real mines. The shares were
offered at twenty-flve cents. The forin of advertising
was uncliallengeable.' The autborized capital was given.
The names of. the directors were boldi>' typed. A state-
ment of the development to date and the proposed de-
veloprnent with new capital for which the first shares
were offered accompanied a mining engxneer's glowing
report of the riches contained in this property. It gave
the values of assays which bad tieen made. It invited
inspection and, indeed, some intending investors did visit
the place. Tbey found the development as stated and
everything as claimed. There were bags of are packed
ready for shîpment. There was ever>' indication that the
mine was producing and that with increased capital there
were fortunes in it. Some drifting bad been done, but
it was on veins wbicb existed onl>' in imagination and in
the mining engineer's report. The engineer, by the way,
was a barber from some part which is of no consequence.
The mine of the CON SOLIDAtED DIAMOND COBALT was a
salted mine and salted by men old at the game.

Because it told its falsehoode in the biggest, boldest
and blackest type, and buoyed up these falsehoods with
indisputable evidence wbich was in realit>' oni>' a blacker
lie, the CONSOLIDATZD got the boom for which it had hoped

In view of this, Whitmore tbought it wise to use dis-
cretion and left the scene. He knew- Jasper's methods
and action 's were sucli as would caus e any honest person
to despise them, yet hie had no substantial accusation to

brig against the lawyer.
For the time being Jasper liad the upper hand. The

investment of Henry Thurston gave him a pretext for
stili visiting the house to, talk over the prospects of CON-
SOLIDATUD DiAMOND COBALT. Thus, thougli secretly
wishing to avoid Jasper, jean was frequently brouglit in
contact with him.

But that was a liard winter in Alberta, the herds were
greatly reduced, and in the shufting, Carl returned East.

CHAPTER VI..

WHEN the first spring month wrapped wild Ternis-
maiing in green a lone prospector wandered

among the northerly regions up near the head-tribu-
taries of Montreal River. He pushed farther north than
the latte rich flnds on that samne water, driving. his canoe
through long, tortuous rapids wbicb would have dis-
mayed any other mnan, and portaging over rough miles
of broken way that no other person would have attempted.
But the solitary seeker, strong-framed as lie was, gloried
in the obstacles in bis path. Hie gloried in the battie of
the rapid and tlie muscle-straining toil of the portage.
The lone if e was thli fe hie wished for, and in bis limbs
was the search-fever, the subtie, forceful, fever which
always prompted and ever lured with thouglit of un-
earthing hidden wealth. With him he had a pick, a shovel,
a hand-drill, some pounds of blasting powder, blankets,
in which to sleep, and provisions to last weeks if aug-
mented by fish and game. Hie went with more know-
ledge of what to find and liow to find it than many wbo
have pos ed as practical prospectors, ail their lives. More-
over, lie went ta wîn!1 Tbrough the sweet, spring months
lie pursued the invisible silver-gad wbo ever evaded bis
grasp. Higli hope of morning faded to sullen disap-
pointment at eve as eacb day filed by and the man would
roll himself in bis blankets, within lis tent of bouglis
against the timber or under bis up-turned canoie on the
shore, sick and weary of the quest that brauglit nothi ng-
but emptiness.

Spring merged with summer, and beneath the hot sun
that beld the still air thick and stifiing between the rock>'
wahls of gorges and sent the fly-pestered mnoose to pîmige
bis body in shallow, marshy> borders of lake or river, the
lone prospector stili persevered ini bis toil and search.
Each evening lie took the sinking weigbt of disappoint-
ment into slumber and forgot it. In the fresh, cool hours
of dawn bis blood rushed strong and there was no thouglit
of past failure. The man went a-seeking with renewed
energy, hopeful and exultant of the end. lie wound still
fartber nortb into the heart of the wild. Only those
who had themselves pushed far knew of tbe lone pros-
pector who had gone beyond tbem, but wben the rich
strikes on the Montreal River grew into prominence the
doings of ail the bands or single searchers operating or
staking dlaims in that vicinity were recorded in the
Cobalt weekly letters.

Bl'and, who had neyer given up the idea that Carl was
somewhere in the mining-grounds of the vast region of
Temiskaming, or farther west on the Superior shore,
watched these reports eagerly for any bint which might
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