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at Siverdale was apparently there, as
were most of the woinen; and Withamu
stood stili a moment, very ereet, witli
shioulders square, because the posture en-
abled him to conceal the tremor thst
rant tlrough him wlien lie saw the smil-
inig faces turnied upon him. 'Ilin lie
mnoved slowly down the rocen towards
Maud Barrington, and feit lier liand rest
for a second between lis fingers, wicli,
lie feared were to-o resiponsive. Af te r
tliat, everyýbody seemied to speali to ldmi,
and lie was glad wlien lie found hiiuseif
-sitting next to iMiss (Barirington at tlie
head of the long table, witli lier niece
opposite him.

Ile could not remewiber what lie or
the others talked a~bout during tlie meal,
biut lie liait a vague notion that there
was now and tlien a silence of atten-
tion when lie answered a question, and
tliat the littie lady's face grew momwen-
tarily grave wliee, as tlie voice sank a
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