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ýOur Imperial Minister

M UCH better it is ta terrm Mr. P~oster aur im-
perial minister than ta use cheap and nasty,
even if historicai, phrases'like "'the Wan-

dering Jew." Mr. Foster has been, touched by the
.great problema of 860 odd millions of yellow and
brown people f acing 150 millions of Anglo-Saxons
-and Latins on the Pacific. He cannat therefore
tarry with us long. He is again ta take his luggage
-mark the word-and start for dea 'r old Lunnun,
whýere men talk in kingdoms and 'emprs not in
~constituencies and bye-elections. We wiish 'hin a
?nerry Christmas and further oratorical honaurs.

.Snow, Ice and CharacterW-HEN speaking recentiy-not at Smith's
Falls-Mr. Foster spoke of the effeet of
-our snaw, our frost and aur ice upan

national character. Because we have coid days in
January and February we are an~ active, robust and
virile people. Further, we are amýbitious. We
have abundant restless energy. And ta crown these
'qualities, "our strang national feeling is worth
more than ail our other resources."

Yet despite these remarks, he cannot stay with
us to decid«e wh'ether there shall be a town dlock in
Berlin, Ont., an armoury at Kinloss, or a sawdust
wharf at St.-Mary's-iBy-The-Sea. These things
seem trivial ta one who has seen the larger world.
But let Mr. Poster remember that, though he goes
to shudder and shiver ini the Londan fag, we wiil
stili be dei'eloping under the benign influence of the
frost and ice and snow which mnake for strang
character.

men were canvassed by a citizens' committee ta
run as alderman and ninety-nine of then. refused.
Curiaus, too, the answer that most of thema are said
ta have given-they would not endure the carpîng
criticisrn of the newspapers.

To the average business man, the criticismi of
the press is hard ta bear. As suembers of the legis-
lature or parliamýent, a decent citizen bas some
chance beciause 'his own party press may be counted
on ta laud hini and defend hini. But the alderman
has no party press ta stand by hîm. He must »e
preparýed for the crudest and crueiest kind of
assauits. This at least is the opinion of the Toronto
business men.

Nor is this unhappy state of affairs ta be found
in Toronto alone. It exists in other cities. Thle
only relief seems ta be ta abandon voluntary civic
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ta certain producers. The Government must decide
which is most entitled ta cQnsideration.

Th-en, again, as sanie of the Ministers are point-
igout, Canada must produce more foodstuffs.

T1he movemeat into the cities can be checkled, only
by higli prices and education. The cry, "Back ta
the Land," has had littie effect as yet. Perhaps
1914 wil tell a different tale.

A Costly PresidentSOMETIMFS people look askance at the yearly
salaries of railway presidents, especially when
these aniaunt to fifty thousand dollars or

more. But the case of the New York, New Haven
and Hartford Railway shows that a good president
is worth the price. A man bhy the name of Mellen
was its president for some years, being nominated
for the position by the Inte J. P. Morgan. The
policy he inaugurated was most disastrous and the
stock steadily declined from $255, the higli point,
ta $68 a share, the price last week. T:he hokiers
of the stock, presuming they 4ield it tluring the
whoie period, thus Iost a hundred million dollars!I

Was it flot this sanie Mellen who, as president
of the Great Northern Railway, soId~ the Manitoba
Unes of that company and valuable terminais in
Winnipeg ta Mackenzie and Mann for about three
millions of dollars? These fines and terminais are
now woxlh probably ten times' that suan.

Sa it would seern that a cieyer raiîway president
is worth bis hire.

Municipal BonusesSA'SKATCHFWAN has passed a law ta prohibit
municipalities granting ta manufaciturersa
free site, the exemption from taxes for a

periad af years, the guaranteeing of industrial
bonds, the subscription of stock, or the assessment
of land below its reai value. They are foaiish
enýough ta think that this wiIl do away with the
evil of bonusing industries. But they have yet to
reckan with the special acts which ail legislatures
grant to favoLred municipalities.

Stiil it is pleasant ta know that the idea is gain-
isig graund that a town or city which invests in
its own industries is týaking a chance wiih the rate-
payers' money which is nat justified by experience.
There are dazens of towns in Ontario which have


