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In bis interesting volume "Sixty Years ina Upper Canada," Lieut.-Col. Clarke details
some valuable reminiscences. The chapter on the eariy militia is here reproduced.

N 1861 the people of Canada awoke suddenly t(Ithe fact Ithat the country was absolutely withou'
other serviceabie defence than was afforded b3
Imperial troops and Imperiai military skill. Foi

years red-coated British soldiers had corne and gont
to and fromn Canada with regularity, and the faci
seemed to be known to residents of our cities only.
We had,' ages ago, seemingly, driven American sol-
diers from Canadian soil. We had, after a littie
smoke, and excitement, put down' an incipiet re-
bellion, again with the aid of British arms. But for
actual protection from attack, or preservation from
internai disorder, we relied as -entirely and depend-
ently upon British brain, muscle and ability ýas a
toddling child 'hangs upon a vigorous mother. The
good-will of the American nation was our chi-ef
guarantee for freedom from attack, and money spent
in support of an active militia was regarded as 's0
rnuch thrown itito the maelstrom of the turbulent
Niagara. We were not illiberal when appeals were
made to our generosity; we were flot blind to ourý
,shortcomings when they were pointed ont to us;
but we were content to, dawdle aiong the road to-
wards effective preparation without arrivîng at any
point promising adequate defence. The position of
the Canadas then retnilided me forcîbly of an
exhibition of the military power of the country in
1845. At that date, arnd for some years before, there
had been'an annual muster, on old King George's
birthday, of the young men of our rural parts flot yet
enroiled for military purposes. I was then resident
in the 'county of Haldimand, Niagara district, and
received a notification that I must proceed to the
village of Dunnville and attend the annual muster
an the 4th of June. I proceeded there in due course,
reported at a named tavern, and "fell in" with somte
thirty other young fellows in front of it. The speci-
lied hour having arrived, we lined up in fair order,
and our names were called with mîlitary vigour.
Then came a veteran carrying a tin pail with some-
thing in it, and its bearer, stopped in front of every
man in turn. A tin dipper des cended into the pail
and ascended to the welcoming hand of each visitor

ý'a he was reached. A gurgie and a smack of the
lips, and another nail had been driven into the system>
of the soldier. Captain Farr, commaniding, then
appeared in front of the contingent specially uinder
bis orders, and called us back to~ the "Attention"
which we had bestowed elsewhere. -We were "two
deep," if nat a littie mare, and received the order to"wbeei" te, the "Ieft." Explanation was necessary
before we couid take up the unexpected movenuent,
but after its repetition we were aimnost equal to.
the performance of the double shufle dignified by the
name of a "quick mardi." Then we reachied a turn
to aur left. Dispirited by the respanse ta the pre-
vious commnand to "waieel," the gallant captain-
called "Cap," for short, by bis corps-politely in-
formed his command that it was useless to tell tbem
what the drill book said, but they must "haw" or"gee" as they were directed. Sa first we "geed" and
then we "hawed," and got there just the same.

There were several squads on the vacanit lot ta
which we had been marched, mostly big lads and
young mnen, who were iying an the grouind good-
naturedly awaiting orders. One speciai squad, in
unifornas, and really looking soldier-like, were drill-.
ing with a combination of snap and vigour. Their
baclcs were turned towards tas, but on their couhter-
marching we discovered that aur mnodels were ail
negroes -a comnpany raised during, the rp,'ýpn

haw from the boys, and the advice froan one of them
tto our commander ta put up bis "old cheese-knife,"
Tand we marched back to the tavern ta receive another

drink, after which the mîlitary heroes were dismissed
and more fun and frolic foliowed.

At Waddington school, in Engiand, the boys were
reguiarly dri lied by a Waterloo veteran, who had
promoted me as a sergeant in bis salal command,
and 1 had seen volunteer yeomanry under Lord
Yarborough, and wa:s shocked at the looseness here
displayed. And this actualiy occurred in 1845, within
a haîf-dozen -miles of the battle-ground of Ridge-
way, where, in 1866, university students and other
smart young feliows were shot down in a fight with
a Fenian "army" coming from Buffalo, and emphia
sasang the fact that every country worth piundering
ought to be able to boit its doors and keep out
burgiars.

<An important factor in the development of a
military spirit in Canada was the presence, at many
points, of one or more oid soidiers, veterans of the
Napoleonic and Penînsular wars. Miora, of which
village I have already spoken, was fortunate ina the
possession of several worthy examples of this ciass,
and the best known and most distinguished was
probably William Kerr, who lived with bis son in the
village for many years, and who was buried there
at last in the beautifully situated cemetery, and was
given the desîre of bis heart, a military funeral,
attegded. by a military band, and bis coffin covered
with the British flag. He was a native of Paisley,
Scotland, born in 1791. In î8o6, wien be was fifteen
years aId, he offered himself as a recruit in bis native
town, and aithougb he was 50 young-fighting
material was becomîng scarce-he was a7taîl, weli-
built: lad, and he wouid pass the inspecting afficer.
He said that he feit aid enaugi ta fight, and althntagh
the weight of his musket would try bis strength,
Scotch pluck would carry him througi. He found
others readily thîiking as hie did, took the shilling,ý&nd nabiy earned it before he left the service, as a
private in the 9ist Highlanders, the weil-known
Argyll Regiment. He was at once sent off with
other. recruits ta Spain, and was present under Picton
of whom he spoke with a feeling akin ta reverente,
af the many engagements which ended with Tani-
louse. There the 915t was exposed ta the heavy fire
of the French artillery during a' battle fought after
peace had been declared, althaugh, af course, the fact.
was not known ta, the opposing generals. "Auld"
Kerr 'was with Sir John Maaore on bis retreat, and
fought at Corunna on the 16th of January, i809.
The gist was one af the regimients caverîng the re-
ta eat, and the veteran tald, witi exciting enthusîasm,
of the sad necessity wiich compelled the slaughter
of the artillery and cavalry, horses, shat and
thrawn over the cliffs at Corunna, and which otier-wise would have been uised by the French as food.
He was not presenit at the burial of Sir John Moore,
made doubiy famous by the fines of Wolfe, but was
in the ranks covering the retreat. Hle was witb bis
regiment at Nivelle, Nive, the Pyrenees, Bayanne,
Vittoria, Orthez, Toulouse, and the minor engage-
ments whicb distinguîsied Weliington's final cami-
paagn an Spain. After Caru-nna the 9ist was sent ta
Irelanid ta recruit, and embarked for America in 1
1814, but the order was countermanded, and in 1815
the regimient, consisting very largely of recruits, was
sent ta Ostend, and mnarched ta Gient and Oude- t
nards, and in June of that year young Kerr was with 1
bis regiment in the reserves at Waterloo. In the 1
general advance whici closed tiat great battle, the t
91st did its part with zeal, after a whole day of forced 1
inaction under continuonus lire. After the advance i
into France, Cambray, a rernch strongbold, was t
assaulted and taken, and ,here our hero received is t
flrst seriôtus wound, a fragment of the stane waiis a
of tbe fortification striking hian in one eye and c
rendering it sîghtless. lPhe 9ist was the first regi- t
ment of British iajantry to enter Paris, and Kerr t
was an ats leading caanpany. Hfe remained in France e
witb the arm-y of occupation for four years, anad was
clischarged in 1819 with a pension of a shilling a e
iay. The old man had most happy recollections of p
his stay in Paris, and one foraned fram bis stories o
i pleasant picture of the kindly bourgeois fraternis- sq
.ng with the foreigner and polîtely aiding bim in a
1he stflaggle wîti the langtuaze. The cure. too. r

the French life of that day, and altogether the years
of garrison duty in Paris were years of relaxation
and geniai growth after the wear and tear of mucb
fighting.

The 9ist, baving been in reserve at Waterloo,
was neglected in the subsequent distribution of
medais and special pensions, and its dlaims were
undecided until 1876, after which time William Kerr
received, besides a shilling a day for service pension,
is. 3d. additional for Waterloo, and entered into
possession af the coveted and long-wathheld medal.
He died in 1878, as good a soldier as ever bore
British aras.

We have given a fair picture of the Canadas froari
a military point of view after the Rebellion of 1837,
and until the events of 1861 saw the United States
disrupted and 'fighting, and -threatening every day,
by some unforeseen biunder, ta drag Great Britain.
into the controversy. Men were èxcited and alarmed,
and a firm conviction prevailed that Canada must
cease ta be wholly reliant upon British lives, blood
and armaments. A move towards expansion of the
active militia force must be made, and steps were
siowly taken to increase the number of voiunteer
companies, of which a comparatively few had been
organised. In the county of Wellington, where 1
resided, but one company af rifles existed, and a
company af garrison artiilery was formed. As
typical of the slow pragress of the volunteer move-
ment throughout the province, and of the lack of
encouragement given ta it in« its early days, I may
cite the action an the county of Wellington, peopled
iargely by men of British birth or parentage. In
April meetings were held in the villages of Fergus,
Elora and Mount Forest, and a determinationex-
pressed that a volunteer corps should be raised in
each of these places. The attendaace was large,
the enthusiasm genuine, and the service rails were
rapidly filied. This was in April, 1861. In tiat,
year the United States was endutring ail tie horrars
of war an ats southern and centrai states, and upon
bath sides traops were rushed tao the front in tens
of thousands-not so. iavishly as in after years, but
50 numerouisiy tiat a' long and fierce war iooked
inevitabie. Ani yet no active movement in the way
of enlistanent, distribution of arms and competent
drill was made ta any extent by our central atithori-
tfies. It was not until Auguist that the three Welling-
ton companies, arganised in April, were giveni officiai
standing, arad tien they were unîformed at their ow,
expense, as was the case with volunteers throughiot
the land. This system gave then a voîce in th(
selection af the material of their uniformns. Tie
Mlora company was a rifle corps, and ordinariiy
would have worn the rifle green, but it was thoughit
that more suitable dress mnigit be procured tilan the
amported regulation uniformi, and of cioth manufac-
tured in'tie country. After a short delay the experi.
ment was made. The color selected was a dark
fawn, and wien tuis was seen by Colonel M ý,c.
Dougali, the inspecting officer, it was at once
approved of. Colonel McDougall went further, and
recommended tie general adoption of similar
ruateriai, a strang clati waven in the waallen milîs
at Gaît. But the powers contralling the militia did
riot agree~ with the business views of the Gaît marn-
facturer, and refuised ta depart from the practice of
supplying ta coloniais uiniforms made for British
:roaps of the linie. As a resuit, the appartuinity was
ast for the adoption of kiaki uiniforan, until the
osses of the African war awake the autiorities ta
he valuie of a colour undistinguisiable at a mucbel
ess distance than the flaring scarlet, of wiicb every
nan's breadti shows against the green of grass or
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