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jTVIS.grtifying-afd steadying te us inj'iý he busy West;to know that in the
.ibon&IP6d ,thhwrg sigôowell -and
clny. Eveni wartimè there'is a

quiet,- pegeful -England. It ia net Eng-
Iand *of 'thée citis-oéf which, naturally
enough, one hears most these days-but
England of the country parts, away from
the Zeppelin raids and labor strilces.
Some of the country,. such as that of the
seaboard counties facing the North Sea,
has had its oxcitemenjs; but in the south
and west rural England ia stili undis-
turbed. here, as everyhere, the war
is keenly feit, and la being constantly
talked about; but it is creating less com-
motion, and arousing less visible activity,
than in those other parts where the atmos-
phere ia almost entirely military and quiet1
a thing impossible.1

ThIere are, for instane, the two soufhi
coaat conties cf Sussex and Dorset, whose1

and the character of the -people. For
this is at once the very heart cf rural
Engenctdind thé Qjgeat qf it, where the
lay cf the land and more than a thouaand
years cf history have combined to inake
a present-day life unlike that cf any other
part. War-time could hardy mean the
same here, unider any conditions: but
it is particularly interosting te contra8t
the conditions that wc know ebtain gen..
erally just now with the normal life and
habits cf these south ceast ceunties tbàt
are so near te England's war-cloud and
yet se far froni its alarming gloom,

Dorset and Sussex are quiet. They arm
al ays quiet, always pleasantly retful
and comfertble. That la not te say that
they are unmindful cf the war, or that thiey
have net been touched by. it. It la truc;
that the English farming districts have
net donc as well for Britain's fighting
forces as- rural Scotland bas donc, bùt
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geographical situation gives them ameasure cf war insurance. One cannot
imgne a panic in Dorset like that inYork when Scarborough was raided; and

while the green fields cf Sussex run te
only the Channel's width from maînland
Europe it is the friendly coast cf France,
net any enemy ]and, that fronts them.
There is ne immediate reason why either
Sussex or Dorset should be over-nervous.

Bctween these two seaboard cotinties
is another net su, immune from exciternent.
Hampshire is more directly cencerned
in the details cf war management, for
Portsmnouth, its capital city, is flot oilly a
military str<)nghold but the headquarters
cf the British navy. The grcat adiniralty
yards at lPortsmnouth are nov constant lyfilbing and(l emptying of ordnance stores~
and the inagnificent harbor is alivo witidnavy traffic. lere, if anywhere, is war-
trie blistie.

Someüthizîg of this husy' interest is re-
fleeted, of coulrse,in Illampsliire's flcigh-.
bor-vount jes on cither si(IC, but it wvears
awaY as one gets into the renioter parts4.It is Ilot a ruatter of locat ion 0111y: thIere
la, be-sideu5 , the nature of the countrY tseif

tbey have madle a much botter showing,
Propertienately, than the English i-dustrial districts, and have sent away semany recruits that the ranks cf farmworkers have heen very seriously depleted.

Sussex itself bas given cf its ablest menin such numbers that, as an emergency
measure, it bas exempted boys evertwelve fromn attendance at public school,in order that they rnay work on the farina.That is how the war, in a most direct and
painful way, bas corne home te rural Eng-land.

The effect bas been te accentuate thequiet ness of the wbole ceuntryside. Evený'in normal turnes there seemed a cempara-
tive scarcity of mcen, who had a way cfbeing about their farming when one
passd through, and now, of course, whatsecrxîcd te be bas becomne a fact. Things
go siiiothly enough, but soberly. JThereIs b ush that cones net only from thehiifls but fromn the hearts cf the people.
Y*(,t there is ne panic, ne disquieting ex-

i fit.
It is net te lbe supposed that these

'l rnt places sece othing cf the soldiery,Il lini aIl the rcst f England secs se much
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