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Written for The Western Home Monthly by W. R. Gilbert. -

NE of the peculiarities of all
/ wars is that one hears quite
() as much of the humorous
side as of the tragic. Pre-
sumably this is one sort of
compensation, because nobody could go
through a war with his eye only on the
tragic side and retain his reason. How-
ever, the fact remains that if you talk to
any soldier who has been through a big
campaign he will tell you any amount
of stories of the comic things that have
happened, and very little of the
unpleasantness. .

Much of the same thing is happening
in this war, and I find that our flying
men are not only very light-hearted in
the way they go about their work, but
are quite amusing in their accounts of
what they have actually done. A good
many of their stories have come my way,
as several relatives are serving in the
Royal Naval Air Service and the Royal
Air Force, and their yarns struck me as
worth jotting down.

One of the most amusing things that
has happened to any aviator as yet
occurred at the very beginning of ;the
war. The hero is an English officer who
has since distinguished himself very
highly, but who in thjs particular in-
stance must not be indicated any more
definitely.

Before the war the Air Department of
the British Admiralty, always keen on
giving a fair trial to anybody who
showed signs of originality, bought a big
German bi-plane, built at Leipzig,
familiarly known as the D.F.W. It is
a heavy, large, and stately machine, and,
with its swept-back wings, it simply
shouted “German” to anybody who had
any knowledge of aeroplanes at all.
Nevertheless, it is quite -a good flier if

one gives it time to get off the ground,
and has done a number of very good,
long-distance flights.  Since after «the
declaration of war, the officer who was
flying this machine was ordered up to
the North of England, and on his way
he came down to lunch on the race-
gourse of a certain town.

It so happened that a civilian aviator
who knew him and the machine rather
well happened to be staying in that par-
ticular town, and hearing the noise of
an engine, looked up and saw the D.F.W.
majestically descending. Thereupon he
hwrried up to the race-course as being
the only place where it was likely to
land, and on arriving there found that a
company of Regular infantry stationed
near had rushed to the course to look at
the aeroplane, and seeing the German
name on the machine promptly arrested
the pilot as a German service aviator.
Of course, he protested that he was a

-British officer, but one can hardly ex-

pect the average mud-crusher of the line
to recognize as a British uniform a kit
which begins at the top with a leather
helmet, proceeding downwards through
a Naval Air Service jacket with brass
buttons, which is precisely the same as
this ordinary naval jacket, and finish up
with the riding breeches, puttees, and
hob-nailed boots.  Consequently, the
pilot was hauled off promptly to the
police station and shoved in the cells.

On arriving, the civilian aviator, who
was well known in the town, managed
to persuade the officer in command of
the troops, that his friend was really a
Naval aviator, and further evidence was
produced in the form of a mess bill,
which the pilot had in his pocket from
one of the Naval Air stations. When

(Continued on Page 29)

THIS COLUMBIA GRAFONOLA

With or Without Cabinet

This popular style “ C”’ Grafonola, with accommodation
for over 100 records—exactly as illustrated—
with 10 Columbia selections.

59,0

Finished in either mahogany or oak, as
you prefer. This is one of the most popu-
lar of all the great Columbia styles.

The balance of $81.00 you may pay off
on terms as low as $7.00 monthly—or |
quarterly payments can be arranged to

$78

Nothing will bring more entertainment
and pleasure into your home for so little
money. All the world’s best music, sacred
songs, latest hit songs, dance music,
orchestra, band and' instrumental selec-
tions by the world’s greatest musicians.

suit your convenience.

Model ““C,”’ without record
cabinet, but including
10 selections

Sends it to Your
Home To-day

Write for Catalogues ° havo the largest selec-

‘Western Canada.

tion of phonographs in

Our Mail Order propositions embody

the same easy terms of payment that are offered to our

city customers.

333

WINMDER PAAND 5 i

DIRECT FACTORY

REPRESENTATIVES

Steinway, Gerhard Heintzman, Nordheimer, Chickering, Haines, Bell, Doherty,
Sherlock-Manning, Canada and Lesage Pianos.
Edison, Columbia, Gerhard Heintzman, Phonola and Cecilian Phonographs.

THE WESTERN HOME MONTHLY

Productive
Gardens

The price of seeds should always
be a secondary consideration. A
moment’s reflection will show
that the cost of good seeds is'in-
finitesimal compared with results.
Quality is the first essential, as
poor seeds of week germinating
capacity cannot produce bounti-
ful gardens.

McKenzie’s Seeds
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H]  are selected and grown under the best ]
4] conditions, and over twenty -three ‘o’
4 years’ seed selling experience is behind o
¥ every packet. SURE TO GROW. s
e 9 . Prices P '
B Here’s a Selection phta TS Dapald L BB
‘0. Beans, McK’sGolden Wax............. 10¢  ...... .68 29
‘el Beets, McK's Extra Early. .. .. B0 W bl
.0, Cabbage, McK's Winningstadt. 1.80 - ...%. D04
NCH Carrot, McK's Oxheart. ..... c B0 T ... 0, !
CH Cauliflower, McK's Early Snowcap 8.80 ...... 35
so. Celery, McK's White Plume. ............ . eesas o)
R rn, McK's WhiteCory.............. 10¢  ...... .80 18
oo Cucumber, McK's Long Green. . ... e . Cesene oot
3te Lettuce, McK's Prairie Queen. . . ... - .2 esesis ve
. Onion, McK's Yellow Globe Danve b . 4. %0
W Peas, McK's Manifold. . ........ we C el . % *
. Radish McK'sRosyGem............... .38 2. ‘e
(R Tomato, AIRCPILY. ¢ conarsans v s sivoiwsnamnss s c .80  ...... .8
..

OUR 1919 CATALOG A
X aptly designated the “RED GUIDE BOOK FOR THE WEST” is a ik

truer Garden Book than many so called. Brimful of authentic and | !

:. interesting information that every garden lover will want. Every- ot
15 thing we sell is described in it—from gackets of Vegetable and Flower %
o Seeds to carloads of Seed Grains. Free for the asking. SEND A 3

’o
[t
e

B3] | POSTCARD TO-DAY.
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* Specials You Will Need - 0
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Grows abundant pasturage. Price: Brandon $38.00; Calgary $36.00 per
100 lbs. Bags 50c each .

SUCCESS BARLEY (Beardless). Very early variety—Short straw—Especially de
for cutting green and feeding to stock. Excellent as a cleaning erop for land
lluted with wild oats. Price: Brandon $2.08; Calgary $2.30 per bushel.

.o Q
*elecme

-'.-' ags 50c each. j i
e RYE. The production of Rye is rapidly increasing—Every progressive farmer wil
; eventualg grow it. * Why not this year? Per bushel

wnn& ................................... — L .33 %

Cotton Bags 50¢ each.

BROME. The leading pasture grass, .Very valuable for
seeding on light soils subject to ‘‘blowing.’

Per 100 Ibs,
$30.00_ $31.00
X 50c each
WE HAVE THE FINEST STOCKS IN THE COUNTRY

Seed Oats, Wheat, Barley, Fodder Corn, Spelts, Brome Grass, Western Rye
©00 Carass, Timothy, Swoet Clover, Alfalla, Seed Potatoes, Rape Seed.

\

Simpiicity locyhiptord

Embody all of the vital essentials modernized, eliminating all complicated mechanism,
simplifying the operation, and comes nearer uglicati_ng the *‘ Mother Hen” pnnclple
supplying the necessary Heat, Ventilation and Moisture (which are the three vi

essentials), each in its relative exactness. Full descriptive folder on application—Free.

A. E. McKENZIE CO. Ltd.

BRANDON, MAN. CALGARY, ALTA.
The Best Seeds for Farm and Garden
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i & GRAIN @ &

We continue to act as agents for Grain Growers in the looking after
and selling of car-lots of Wheat, Oats, Barley, Rye and Flax, on com-
mission only. The members of our firm give personal expert service in
checking the grading of cars, and have been frequently successful in
getting grades raised. Liberal advances made at seven per cent interesj
on grain consigned to us for sale. Write to us for market information
and shipping instructions.

THOMPSON, SONS & CO.

Grain Commission Merchants

700-703 Grain Exchange

Winnipeg

When writing advertisers, pleagse mention The Western Home Monthly




