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Report on the Trent Watershed.
There bas been issued by the Commission

of Conservation of Canada the report on
The Trent Watersh ed Survey, compiled b;y
Dr. C. D. Howe and Mr. J. 1:. White of
the Faculty of Forestry, .Uiversity of Ta-
ronto, with an introduction by Dr. B. ER
Fernow. The report comprises 156 pages
and is illustrated with 32 half.tone enigrav-
ings and three maps.

The district covered by thec rep ' rt is in
the central.part of Southern Ontario, and
lies along the liue of tihe Trent Valley Canal,
wbich is ultimately toeconnect Lake Onai
wîth Georgian Bay. The region surveyed
is about midway between these two bodies
of wamter. It takes in part of the counties
of Raliburton, Peterborough and Hastings.
This district was once a great pune forest.
Owing to thxe fact that the Dominion Gov-
erninent has invested $10,000,000 in the~
Trent Valley Canal, and owîng to the fur-
ther fact that -the -navigation and water-
powers on the canal are vitally related to
the forest caver in the district, the Do-
Jninion Government is more directly inter-
osted than in otber parts af the country.
The Ontario Governmenxt is iintexested in the
matter of timber dues and land sales, while
al the municipalities are interested because
of the municipal needs of the district aid
the 'question of the taxes to be derived
therefrom.

-The report states that the area is typical
of much of the cutover lands af Eastern
Canada for which it i~s desirable te formu-
late a policy of recuperation. The surface
of the country is' broken and billy, inter-
-spersed with innuxnerable smail labes. Thep
soil is uiderlaid with rock which is laid
bare by ropeated hurning of the timber and
young growth.

Thbe report cdvers farming, forest, indus-
trial, miuing and tourist traffla con<litions
in the axea considered. It states tirat only
15,000 people inhahlt the- 2,100 square miles
of the watershed (a decrease sunce 1801 of
15l per cent), and that hardly 10 per cent.
of the regiôu bas been eleared for tarin
purposes. The. soil is altogether uflsiitable
for agriculture, and rnn-down and abandon-
ed farms are to b. found in large nuxabers.
Nearly 200 farma were for sale for unpaid
taxes in 1911 at 6 cents per acre.

Practicaily ail thie pine bas been renxoved.
The whole area bas been burned over sa$
least (ince. Almost one-haif the area is cov«-
ered Wlth youing and secondI-growth trees
of the poplar-birch type, the result of firez.

It was found, however, that enough bard.
wood and wced of the poplar-bireh t.ype
rrnain ta warirant the adoption of a policy
of conFervatiori, and D)ominion, Provincial
or municipal ownership of the territory in

question is sÜggeste4 by the Commission
an initial stép in that, direction. Other
commendations axe: the rfrposseseiig by 1
Province of the licensed lands which hf
practically eased ta, produce the quant
of 1ogs contempiated under original licensE
the iinposingË of restrictions on existing lir
holders, tending ta proteet the for,
growth; the appointrnent of a forasi
eharged wîtth the surveillance of the regio
the perfecting of a fire-protection orgaDiý
tion, building of look-out stations and wat
towers, a~nd appointment of the gari
wardens ns flre-wardens.

Copies of this report mnay be had by thc
interested by applying to ýthe Commission
Conservation, Ottawa.

COMXPLIMENT BRITIBH CIOLUMELI

Many compliments have beeon receiv<
by the HG6norable W. R,. Ross, Minister ,
Liands of Britishi Columbia, upon the nl
Timber Royalty Act, ini which the pr
ciple of pro*it-sharing in the timber~ r
source is a feature. Among those 'w
have written warmly commending. the ne~
act are: Hon. Clifford Sifton, Chairmall 4
the Canadian Commission of Conservý
tion; Mr. H enry S. Graves, Chief Forestl
of the United States; Hon. David 101
ton,' United States Secretary of Agrie
ture, and Dr. B. E. Ferniow, Dean Facul
of Forestry of tie, UJniversity, Toralt
At a meeting of Timber License Hole
held in the office of the B. C. Lumber a
Shingle Manufacturers' Âssoeiatio»n,
subject 'was discussed, and thie eo
states that ail present appeared well 2t
fied with the new act.

The latter of the United States
tary' of Agriculture was as fofllws:
plan of readjusting stumpage values 0
timber at stated intervals in salesfro
public lands, whereby the publie' villâ

,iea £air share of the incroase in lunb
values, is one 'with which r amrn ellt
accord. You wUll doubtless be inter48e
in learning that a provision of this ll


