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situations,but leave the country, were that
policy changed, though nothing can be much
more certain than that a large percentage of
them have simply left some other employ-
ment to enter the workshops? What about
the cffect of all the immense sums of money
which have been expended on public works
within this period ¢ Or, to turn the shield,
can any intslligent Canadian, knowing the
resources of his country, belicve that it has
made such progress in wealth and popula-
tion during these fifteen years as it should
have made? How are we to account for the
fact that, notwithstanding all its rich re-
sources and the expenditure of large sums
of money in public works for the develop-
ment of those resources and the promotion
of immigration, the increase in population
during the last ten years has fallen below
the normal rate of natural increase in a
healthy country 7 Can any onc doubt that if
during those fifteen years, in addition to all
the other means of development, we had
had free commercial intercourse with the
United States, our country might have kept
pace, to some extent at least, with that
country in its wonderful progress in popula-
tion and wealth 1 Those who remain in the
country are reasonably prosperous, no
doubt, but that fact affords but poor conso-
lation to the tens of thousands of parents
who are compelled t2 see their sons forsake
not only the parental roof but the country
itself, and cross the international border in
pursuit of the means of livelihood, as soon
as they reach the age of self-support. Should
not such facts as these be taken into the
account and fairly faced in any argument
based upon the historical record of those
memorable fifteen years !
Qo far as their courage, or the lack of
it, with reference to the Manitoba school
question is concerned, the two political lea-
ders stand exactly upon a level. Neither
gives any indication of his real views as to
the right or wrong of the affair. It is very
likely that both are alike hoping that the
necessity for any such expreesion way never
arise. Should the decision of the Supreme
Court throw the question into Parliament,
the occasion will test the breadth and man-
liness of each, as it will be about equally
embarrassing if not politically fatal to botb.
We do not know that either is to be
severely blamed for seeking to avoid as
long as possible such a contingency, so long
as he can do so by a mere policy of silence.
There is a place for tact in politics as else-
where. Perhaps there is no raw, either of
politics or of ethics, which demands that a
political leader shall hasten to impale him-
self upon either horn of a dilemma before
the actual necassity arises.

Sir John had a surprise in store for his
Belleville hearers. The secret had been
well kept and there was & touch of the dra
matic in his announcement that his
Government has intimated to that of the
United States that, if they are prepared to
submit any fair tariff concessions, they will

THE WEEK.

be responded to by Canada in a liberal
spirit. The statement raises a good many
questions. In the first place, would such
reciprocal tariff legislation be a degirable
way of increasing our trade with our neigh-
bours? Would it not make our tarift
dependent upon Washington in a way to
which the Government have always been
strongly opposed t To reduce the Canadian
tariff upon certain classes of goods in con-
sideration of certain reductions deemed
equivalent in the American tarifi, would
logically mean that any future change at
Washington should be followed by a corres-
ponding change at Ottawa. Then, again, is
there, judging from past experience, the
least probability that what our Government
would deem a fair arrangemeat would be
so regarded by the Washington Adminis-
tration  Ourneighborshavedeclared almost
ad nauseam,that no such arrangement would
be deemed fair by them which did not in-
clude & coneiderable list of manufactures.
To include such a list would probably be
quite incompatible with the oft-repeated
determination of Sir John and his collea-
gues to protect Canadian manufactures-
But whether there be much or little proba-
bility of such an offer bearing fruit, the
announcement that it has been made is sig-
nificant, as another of many proofs that the
Ottawa ministers are alive to the fact that
there is a real and serious demand through-
out the Dominion for taritf-reform and
better trade relations with our next-door
neighbours. Meanwhile there is good rea-
gon to hope that those neighbours have
come to the conviction that it will be the
part of wisdom and common sense to lighten
the burdens of their own people, irrespective
of the policy of others.
S

ANGLO-CANADIAN FEDERATION.

Tn a March issue of this journal I ventured
to state my opinions regarding the future of
Canada, and endeavoured to show that the
accomplishmentof either one or the other of the
proposals for Annexation or [ndepcndence is
as impossible as is the continuance of our
National Policy.  While dealing with Annexa-
tion I advised the advocates of that policy not
to be led away by Yaukee glitter or the ex-
aggerated  utterances of un-British pessi-
mists and unmasked boodlers.

Iu that essay, in the face of Carnegie’s loud
proclamation to the world that America was
the most prosperous country upon the globe’s
surface, I stated as my opiniou that the Unijted
States was undergoing a period of artificial
prosperity and suggesteda‘‘ sickening relapse.”
Tt does not require the exercise of any ability
to say “ T told you so,” and, inevitable though
we must consider the catastrophe which has
befallen them it would ill-become us to gloat
over it, as they are our neighbours and kins-
men, and what affects them most assuredly af-
fects us in common with the other nations of
the world. At the same time I should like to
point out to my few surviving anuexation
friends the astounding inconsistency of the cry
which still goes up—'*we are a prosperous
people.”” As this ery goesits aceustomed round
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