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PROUD PEARL'S CJ

i
IN THE BÂLL-ROO

The blazeo f countiesa wax-ligl
air of sweet lowers sud their riy
hum of mauy voicca, the flutterî
silks, thp glidiug of hundreds ef
in larquer aud others in damn
sparlile of innumerable gemq,
wilderiug sparkling of human e.
tant whispers of sweot lips, the 1
hearts-perbapa tho heaviest
ioudest, who eau tol1-andabov
nioving spirit of the giddily-gay
-Strauss' dance music, bewil
piayed witli 80 wonderfui si port
to force even the niost lethargie
moat affected of women ou te t
te join the wlirling, festive tIi

The hall is givon by Madame
Montefarrata, sud ceebrates1
birthday of Victor, lier only seu
joy cf lis widowed motlier.
Englisliwomau who lias grand
great persenal wealih. Iu 1er y(
tic girlhood she niarried a nobleî
by the eloqueuce of bis meltinge
dancing, sud above ail, by thatié
ho liad of apenading lier befoe
the Britisli embassy in Madrid.
derful moonlit niglits wlien aIe
balcony sud rewardod hirn witt
wern, and which ho pressed so
lips. But aIl that happened mai
would have been fergotten now
juat the epissedes ef life that wc
get. It is ever a scare ef yeara s
seuor"lias been gathered te hi
Mme. la Comtesselias by ne
lis dark eves and brigt arile4
lier husbaud's deatl the ceux
Englsnd te live ameug ber o
devoted her daysansd al ber th(
children. Vitor-fair-haired,
esseitially au Englisli-lookiug1
of bis mother; whule luez
ceunterpart of the handsome
father.

IlWhat a charming assembli
to-niglit, Mme. la Coîute'use!'
the eyes of anu01(1 soldier, wlîo@
look on very difi'erent scenea."
pnofound bow of greting. av
Frencliman, oeeeveryincli s
keeui black oyos snd leavy
down to tlîe extra polish or
boots.

"Are thinga really ieoking
you, general r' asks the coui
pathy.

IlSerions, madame ? Hoav«
have war-absoiute liand-to-ha
shal banc te tremble lu Berlin
us botter. We will teacli t]
goea my noble young frlend Vi
wemro in my regimeut. 0f su,
made."

"Pray, general, do net lot1
"Not for worlds, madame.

yen a mmenut's auxiety. "
Il Yeurig mon are soeutn

tliuiiastic," saya the fond mi
always eager te rusha ite
noveity attracta thoem. I
Victor te lie led sway by wild
cause, which te me, I miuet cei
poars a voitabie chimor."

IlOn that pint we will net
sud as te Monsieur Victor, t]
are surely uncaiiod for,"s
dryly. "The yeung man see
engrossed at prosent te give
marks of any outàider. Well,
lis compauion la very levely.

".Oh!1 a little nobody-my
panion. An orphan we havE
I knew lier poor mother wel
pretty, as you aay ; sud deai
siderate, sud thinks it is bis d
ail, as far as possible. Rer
to-niglit!9

IlAnd a hoat lunliimsolf, La
says au influential Englislin
the moment ; on whidh t]
diately plunige into the1
tien again, which at this tini
agitato Europe, and threateuî
thie Continent.

Meanwhile Victor sud I
have a aujeet of more vital
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~PRICE. " thouglit you wished to talk to me, Mon-
sieur le Comte l' she says presently, and as slie
speaks aIe liftselier clear gray eyes steadily to
lis.

M. " Has it over liappened tliat I do not want to

ghts, the scented talk to you ? Oh! why have you 8o utterly

,a perfuinea, the witlidrawn yourseif from mma of late, Peari ? I

ing of gauze and scarcely ever see yon at ail, and nover alone.
ffet oot ho You avoid me as thougli you hate mne-vou,1

iso atne;shhd Pearl-who are nîy very life ! How 1 have1

ýthe more lie- bonged, hoped, prayod, for to.niight ! I conld1

eethe inîpor- scarcely await its coring. But i tliank God 1I
lagherofl, h have had my reward. I have held you in xny
ouslaugli fit arma, and we have danced together ; you, the

oes llaghi the loveliest of women, and 1, the happiest, thei

Vscene-musîcl1 very happiest, of men." He pauses for a mo-

ldering traina, ment. She is no longer looking up at bim,
er tat hey pimand site motionless.

- fr e t at d the ei Ho catclies at lier liand and presses it fer-

ohifeon adte vntly ; lie meets his eyes again, and a faint
bliei foo, ea emile cornes te lier lips. In truth, alie is a very

la o mtss. d lovely woman. Her liair is of tliat wonderful
te Cotetsefire chestnut colour in the waves of whicli golden
nthe tpride ands liglit seema to play at hide-and-seek ; lier clear

Ma teda e i an gray eyes are shadowed by dark laslaos, the firm
dam reain and dmn is cleft by a delicious dimple, snd it was
A einhsa- for the tinting of lier wondruus skin that lier

roung, etuis romantic mother caliel lier " Pearl."'
Spaniard, moved "*Dearet, " says Victor, witli renewed ton-
eyea, bis graceful derneas, " do my eyes betrav me ? does my
charming fashionvicmoeoudosm leatpaktyur
ethe windows of viemv ode yhatsekt or

Oh 1 those won- of ita passionate adoration? Pearl-you peari

eieaned from lier boyond price, 1 have doue your biddinkr, I have
rs lehdwaited in silence for a wliole year ! To-day haeatiI ym~rt.Ianm w

nyarag ;t it master, i1 know no will but my ewn, aud I ot

wbut those are possession of a fortune that even you mig t

romen do Dot for- deigu to accept. And ail this-wiil-fortune-
siuce the " noble absolute command of myseîf, and ail that ever
iîq aucetors, but may be mine, 1 lay at your foot. Wili you

meas frgotenbiesa me? Pearl, wili you be my wife ?" As

even Dow. After ho speaka i aso vepwr i.H

ateas returned to says no0 further words, but threws hirnseit a

o people, snd suppliant upon the ground at lier fot.
ioghw tobr w She is strangely quiet, and hesitates a long
out ler two minute before ahe answors hirn. 0f al lier

la, thue'-e'-i charma perhaps the greatest is Poarl as voice.
l "d Y thevey 0 In its low musical toues she niow speaks to lier

seema the gentle lover, and lie hears her to the end ; but as lie
darli senor, lier listons lie is thrilled by a measureless painî. He

lyyuhave here hirnself scarcoly knowa which ometion is keen-

It gladdens even "s Monsieur lé Comte," she says, 1'believe
goos to-morroW to nme, I value truly the great lionour you are

So als wk h doing nie, and more still the true love, which,
sodere.oo igsas you have now proved, livea in your lieart for
solier foni lus me. I have learned it well ere this. You liave
wihite muae indeed bravoly kept your word. For a whoie

i lu sqare-oedlong year you have been sileut on this subjeet,

8 0 serions with on which just twelve months ago you first

ntess witli sym- spoke to nie. And 110w 30u corne to repeat
your question, and flot having changed your

eual but weshllmid, expect an answer. You are ricli, band-

and war, and tliey thmenigle.ti You can hold up your head with
n wen heykno th hihes inthe land, and you corne to me

i he.Altae no who have nothiug-aiu nobody-a poor depen-
hem. Ah theredent, living ona your motler's charity, befriended

'ictor. Woid lie by your gentie sister-you corne to me aud aak
eli stuf are heroes mo to ho your wife ! Oh 1 if only yon were poor!1

hi earyou. " if wo miglit work and live together! If you were

ifi him dcas an artiat ike my poor dead fatlier, who struggled
if i aleui cas 8 hard-and to whom a wife was a rilit hand

iterri'ing -a lielp aud a blessiug !-liow 1 could glory ii
to 1iig 80 en- lelping you, in watdhiug you rise, as rise you

,other; they are surely would, aye, and assert yourself, your own
langer, and any true noble self, arnong mon. I arn very prend,

Seaoint li*eVitor! la that a fault ? Thinli how proud
omulatin in th s ahouild ho of you and of your successi1 Nous

)nfess thae fact, ap- you have no need to work, no desire to dis-

ot ague madmetinguiah yourself. Your father's titie snd your
tethage' ma motier's wealtla make you an object of admira.
sahe ther's fears tion and env y to your little worid. Sudh a littiî

asysthegenealworld after al! Yonr wlaole life lias been one
orna far too iucli of indulgence; fiattery lias surrounded you.

lieed to the re- There lias nover been need for yon to lift your
1 don't wonder! littie finger, or endeaveur tolie useful to your.
Who is aher' self or others. I like yon inliiel, Victor, buit 1

y~ daughter's cern- can nover rnarry you. I arn no fitting wife foi
e partly adopted ; the Comte de Moentferrata. I muet look up to
,11. She la rather my iife's lord witli veneration, and lho muist have
rVictor las s cou- won sornething for linîseif snd by lis owi

Iuty todne ih erits--something no0 roney eau buy. ThonI
nember lie is hoat couid ait at lis foot in absolute content, ad mire,

ayMonteferrata," worship and obey my liero !" She rises, and
îdy witla gentie movement withdraws the hem of lier

nan, comiug up at dres, on which lie is kneeiing. Hoelias scarcoly
hese tliree immeii- realilzed allie lias said, but lie feels aIe is go.
great war ques9- ing, going frorn 1111, w.... a !ba no aie

ne i beinnig t crwn t la etthe foot of this p rond, ambitions,
ssoon to convulse lovely, lovable wornan. Ho also startsa p nos

tIc itti nobdy"and seizes lier arma almo-st roughly.

lier Iead sud soals her bond with a kias upon " Ignoble?
lis lips. lier lead for

interview.
dame ?'"

IIIl 1lamcon,
IN TH COUNESS, OUI)O"suad this is1
IN TE UUNTES' OUDOR. carcelylie n

Ttiere is terrible trouble sud confusion in the after whist ba
lieuse of Madamie la Contesse the moruiugr after vounon longer.
the bail. Victor las gone. Hoelias fied frorn 1 shah noverl
lia homo lu the early dawn sudhlis left only a 1I will les,
few linos addressed te lis mother. The note us "es, go n
tIns : 1"Mother, forgive me. I dared net speak do. "
te yen before I left, for you would have bld me Pearl mîake
stay. Pray do net seek me ; it is mv carneat tosse's baud,
wiah net te lie fouud, aud I shall take every pro- poor Pearl, w
caution agaluat discovery. My reaoive la te quit makes her wî
thie life of lnxnry sud idlenoqss I lave hitherto lues nicts lie
led. I feel that iny better self is gotting iguobly "Yenu will
lst-I must work-rnust learu te assert myself. forsake me ai
Thus sud tlius enly caa I lonour thie woînan who botli, deariy.
las promised (when sucli aucceas is achieved) te my sister stil
be my wifo. 1IhIivo long loved Pearl Tur'îuand, Victor returmi
sund ail my hopesosfe lappinesa centre in lier. tween tis clos
WlieuI arn gene, dear mother, love lier for ne, ing lier lîaîd,
this I pray of botli you sud of Ine-z-de-ar geutie Pearl, seeka't
sister luez. Yen bave bothe reason to e i roud ',Inez, ily
of rny Pearl. For aIe wili gie you'ecause te ho have budden
prend of your son, sud it la sIc wlo lias raised te detaillulher
the spirit ef exunlution within me, and I meauu air ne longer
te prove myseif worthy ef the love of the thîree sinka back ii
beat wornen in the word, whom 1 leave nuder I nez tuies te
tlis roof te-nigt." Pearl goos fr(

Roused teunukuown fury by the passion cf frorn the lieu
metherly love sud de"pir, by wild anger againat
Pearl, sud wilder fears fer lier firt-boru, Ma-
dame la Comtesse summous Il Miss Turquaud."
"lYen have lived with my daugliter sud been
lier constant cempanion, Pearl," 55375 the com- It is midui
tesse, striviug lard te speak calmly, censider- frezen lardi
ateiy. "I believe, I hope 1 have nover failed meut reverbi
lu my duty toward an hoîueured gnest. la that the cold st Ili
go T" brooding, onr

Gravelv swoet Pearl bows lier liead. Hon heant ouly thiat tla
is leavy wvithin lier, sud ier cheeka, lier vorv Auy change
lm1s, are pale; but lier veice dees net trenmble as couiing, auy
she replies - cruel bittermu
. IlNo lady eould have treated a trusted friend Ontaide th
with more nniformn conirteay sud kindness, ina- Nationale "
dame, tban yen have invsribbly slown te me. camp-fires ai
Believe me, 1 arn deepiy gratefuil." incg as clos

Her humble toue, lier dowuîcast looks, exas- warnîtli sudl
perate thie comtesse, and arense a feeling of pointed beai
bumniug aulger lu lier maternai bosoun. i'Uer outpest duty
usuial pale lace flushes hetly as she cries :"gAnd incessant a

.do yen dare te speak of me of trust sud grati- stretdlied tl
tude, wretcbed, miserahle girl-yen, wlio have boseni of ni(

broken my hieurt ? Yenu, wlao have stolen my mether to-n
beautiful boy frein une ? Yen, wluo have erept lier everwvrc

;with your ly looks sud your siy wonds luto lais Te a strai
lewer nature sud ruade yeunself mistresa there! the' great be,
That is the empire yen have obtained ! Tmuly a startliug ni
cause for pride! Do net dare te answer mne ! 1 tlirougli the

Lth*iught 1 could bring mysoîf toe auk qitt withouît the
yen-to yen. But nature wiil assent hersef- crefml
the notlier's nature-sud yen shal l e puuisled. Vahenien au(
1 will puiuli yen, sud yen shahl sufer-if yeu minute mes'

* au siffer. To tlauuk that 1, bus most unhîappy*
1motlien, should stand here te lie defied by yen - Neither ti
yen pdle-faccd gml-by yen, wlio have robbed breathing o

1 rune ofuny son, mv joy, my pnide. Where lias lie aaîeep in tli
1 gene i Wlere have yen bid hi go ? Yeu n uw lielter, app
ihis secret-lac bas trusted it te you, for you bave yeung senti

1 driven lini away, while I, lis mether, arn left sud fro ou
i desolate, iii utter ignorance cf vhist lias becorne is closely bi:
9of rny sou. Oh, it is liard-tee liard. " is pressed w

1 lu deod, Madame, 1 know nothing, truuly fair hair, eu
rnotlîing. Yeur son lias hooured me tee mucli. eut uîndernE

He Ho uglit te make me lis wife, sud 1, intensehy lide or disa
rprend of lini, for hinu, besouglat him te dis- or the gaze

tiuiguisl i huself, te, wiu a uame te-" that yeung:E
IlEnougli! cruel, cruel girl. Perhaps yen beautiful sil

ccanuet realize thie swful thing yen have doue. she 18 110W1

.Yen have ruiued rny peace of mnd ; yeu have It waa thi
r robbed me of my jey, my liope sud pide, for Ildistiriguli
. you have sent liii te lais death !' a chance of

1 "lGod forhid 1" eried the girl, aund a glesuuî of influnuce i

rterrer dilsted hier oyos. crown vhic'
0 "lPearl, you must have somne pity, sone feel- home sud1

e ung fer me . Ob. ! tell me whîere hoe has gene ! wliom lie1
a Lot une ge after hn, kneel te huun, pray hirn te chance.1
I corne back, even as 1 now implore yen ; I1ia morrow lie

plere yen ! If yen lhave given himu youur promîise Pearl's arn
i te keep bis i tentions secret, break that pro- throb lunlhi
ýr mise, break it for lis mether's salie. Pearl, lot thick cf th(
y us go together te pray liii corne back." fier fully, likel:
-hauglty spirit was quelled, sud thje wretchîed ah for the

,1 mothen, forgotful of ail but lien love sud lion fears aIe shaîl hi
, fer lier boy, actnahly kuelt s suppliant at the foot heids lier 1
w of trembliug Peari. sweet lips1

11I 1give yen rny truc word I know nothing, age-andi

ed darling is at that moment ; til
lie dream of the spirit of joyful enter-
iwhidh lie intends to rush into thie

FEB. 22, 1879

impossible," says Pearl, raising
the first time during this painfal
'Do you really believe this, ma-

vinced of it," says the comtesse,
vour doing. Nowv, 1 thinlk it will
&cessary for me te point out to yoit.
IS occurreti, that my roof can shelter

r.Pearl Turquand, 1 hope, I pray,
,have to look uipon your face again."
ave You this dav, imadaime."
n0w at once, it is the least you caxi

es an attempt to toueli the com-.
which. is liastily withdrawn. Then
çiitli bent head and tear-filled eye;e
ay to the door. On the tlireshold

1not beave me, Pearli? You will not
.so ! Victor loves you ! I love you
.Lot us wait for hlm together. Be

11, as you have ever beon, and wheni
ns lie will draw the loving tie be-
»er stili." So s1 ,eaks liiez, and lay-
s carressingly on the shoinîders of
to dotain lier.
ýdaughter," cries the comtesse, "
the failse girl go. Do ijot attexnpt
r.She and 1 can breathe the saine
,r"With a stifled cry the conmtesse

n bier chiair, hlf closing lier oves.
h ler mother ini tender romipassion.

om the rooni, and a little timo after
use.

BEFORE PARIS.
iiglit. Such a nighit The ground
as iron, every sound, every move-
)erating with a motal diang througli
ness. The sky lias been showing a
miînous blackness for hours past. If
reatening snov would hegin to fall
Smust be for the better; any down-
ydrops, hail or snow, imîît bring loua
ness into tijat -uttiflg, liing air.
,lievaîls of Paris the brave - Garde
'is ou the watcb. Hlere atid thert'
Lre cracking ami blazing, ani attract-
)ely as possible to their welconie
a of the men as dare leave their ap.
t. These soldiers who have been on

;for the last twelve hours, keoping
and woarisome watch, have now
themselves wearily enougli on the
other earth. She is a cold, uxîniatural
.ighit, and gives but seant welcome to
vuht chuldren.
,g'r there is soniethiug appalling iii
*om of the iron messengers that send
eiinider.; of thoir hideous power
esulent niglit. But to those watchers
Lgates, the horrid sounds have be-
ar hy perpetual repetition, and Monts
id Bicotre rnay send forth thoîr deadly
%sages of massacre unheeded.

he boom of the guns or the heavy
of his wvearied companions, who arc
ie cold, lying withont tout or other
pear to disturb the meditations of a
inel who steadily continues to step to
lus limited beat. His heavy gray coat
>ttoned Up to lais cham, lis smali kepi
we11 down over his forehiead, but lai.
.rly in spite of its close chipping, peeps
iath. No lieadI-geir conld possibly
Cruise tlief straiglit outline of profile,
of tliose blue eves whicli had been to
Ssoldier's motlor thae most welcome and
glit in the world -the siglit for whicla
Ionging nd praying, how wearily !
hus Piearl's lover laad determined to
sh " himself. Here, lie belioved, was
fwinning, unknowîî, and without the
of higli-born relations, that laurel
la lie hiad resolved to earn, to take
lay at the feot of the proud woman
Loved ! To-morrow will be lis firat
ro-morîow lie goes into action, to-
Bwill strike his first blow. Fiied by
bitious words, and by tliehanswering
s own hreast, lie will rusl into tlie

Le battbe-dare greatest (langers joy-
ly thus to secure greatest snccess-and

sake of Pearl-proud Pearl ! Oh!
ave cause to lp prouli of himi yet!1 Ho


