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gation will be a thorough one, and that
neither fear nor favor will influcnce any
of the members in the performance of
what to some of them cannot fail to be
other than a thankless task. It would
be wall if an energetic move were made,
something, indeed, much more than
sking a run up to Wellington on a Sat-
urday, because it was an off day, and re-
turning without having done anything
at all, as was recently the case.

THE TRUE INWARDNESS.

During the Parliamentary campaign,
which was recently brought to so suc-
cessful a conclusion for the Govern-
ment of Sir John Macdonald, there
were some very important and interest
ing points developed and discussed.
‘I’he actual facts and figures have been
so.oftea reiterated thatit is a work of
supererogation to represent them. It
was, however, demonstrated beyond
the peradventure of a doubt that in the
money markets of the world Canadian
securities stood higher than those of
any other British colony, higher, in.
decd, than those of most countrics in
the world ; that the incidence of taxa-
tion, direct and indirect, was wonder-
fully light, and that every dollar of the
public debt was amply covercd by pub-
lic works and buildings ; that trade and
industry were flourishing to 2 wonder-
ful extent, and that it was ncither ne-
cessary nor, indeed, expedient for the
people of Canada to contemplate that
mysterious andugly-looking thing, Unre-
stricted Reciprocity. It must be pa-
tent to any one that, as was argued, the
productions of this country are so very
similar, there is no utility in opening
our doors to let in a new competitor
for our own home tiade, particulariy,
as under the arrangement cortem-
platcd by that enterprising gentleman,
Mr. Wiman, and his man-ofall-work,
Mr. Farrer, the fiscal arrangements
were to be controlled by a joint com-
mission, made up somewhat it the pro-
pottion of ter: Americans to one Can
adian. The sentimental part of the
question has already been presented
almost “ad nauseam,” and sufficient
for our columns is the matter of fact
view of thesituation. It may, per-
haps, not be out of place to remark
that Mr. Wiman cannot be classed as a
patriot, since, although a Canadian by
birth, his interests are all American,
and his attentions to our affauws are
cither given in a patronizing spirit, or

with a view to promnting the interests
of the firm of Dun, Wiman & Co., and
of Mr. Erastus Wiman in particular.
As concerns Mr. Farrer, he has, politi-
cally-speaking, been everything by
turns, and nothing long—fitom a Ro-
man Catholic of the Yltramontane
school to an Equal Righter of most ad-
vanced pretensions. He has been Tory
or Grit, according to the strength of
the appeal to the pocket nerve. A
member of the stafl of the antiquated
Leader, of Toronto, he “ downed ”the
Pope with gusto, though, having re-
nounced the *soutane,” he had not yet
abandoned the religious system which,
for some years subscquently, he has af-
fected to regard as the Mother of Ini.
quities. At one time a fawning syco-
phant of Sir John, who made use of
him so long as it suited his purpose,
the ardor of his devotions to Mammon
drove him to the feet of Mr. Wiman,
his conspiracy .ith whom and its dis-
coverment have placed the two wor-
thes before the world in the light of a
brace of pettifogging Catilines. In
their treason and treachery they have
not hesitated to attempt to destroy the
financial and commercial credit of this
Dominion, but the evidences of sub-
stantial prosperity—in no section more
abundantly displayed than in this Pro-
vince of British Columbia—have proven
how futile it was for the selfstyled pa-
triots to declare * delenda est Canadal!”’

PUBLIC WORKS.

It 1s well! The Department of
Marine at Ottawa has made up ts
mind to do something in the way of
laying beacons and buoys on the coast
of British Columbia. The neglect of the
past has, inthis particular, been little
short of outrageous, considering the
risks that have been run, the interests
involved, and the amount of contribu-
tions from this section to the revenue
of the country. It used to be said by
Eastern men that the outlving pro-
vinces insisted upon and got a far
greater share of the public expenditures
than thcy were cntitled to ; but people
here cannot fail to feel that they have
gone too softly, and that henceforward
harbor and coast improvements must
be wigorously camsed on ; that a better
appointed and more commodious cus-
tom housc shall be provided ; that the
post-officc service shall be made more

cfficient, and that for the Victoria of to-
day and the Victoria that is to be,
there be greater consideration than
has, so far, been extended. Ministers
of the Crown and headsof Department
must remember, too, that there is such
aplace as Victoria, which might be
made the great city of the Pacific Coast.
‘They must do more than fly over the
Straits by one boat and go back by the
next. They cannot, in this way, ascer-
tain what kind ot a people we are,
wh2t we require, and what are the
prospects of the future. The com-
merce of British Columbia, and of Vie-
toria in particuiar, is of much more im
portance than many people in office
scem to think. ILet them get at the
facts and act accordingly.

EDITORIAL NOTES.

‘THFE. report of the Minister of Mines
for 1890c, presented last week inthe
Legislature, is satisfactory, in cvery re-
spect, The progress of the coal indus-
try of British Columbia has been won-
derful,

—— —

ONE of the latest things is gnnounced
as the formation of an English synd:-
cate to buy up the breweries of this
Province in the same way as has been
done in some parts of Canada and
the States—and not with breweries
alone. The brewers must be making
atremendous pile of moneyin the land
where the money comes from, or they
would be almost certain to cast their
eyes upou some of the many other en-
terprises in British Columbia and else-
where, whose prosperity would be much
promoted by the introduction of addi.
tional cagital.

As was anticipated, Canadian buiter
and cheesc have created a great stir in
the Jamaica exhibition. A dispatch
announces that ‘“they have captured
all the prizes,”

THE British East Africa Company,.
which is building a railway from Mom-
basa to Lake Victoria, have applied to:
the Canadian Government for volun-
teers from the Kingsion Military Col-
lege for their service. 1t will thus be
scen that Canadian officers are in great
demand, not only in the United
Kingdom and India, butin Africa as.

well.



