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One grain of the salt, superacidulated with five drops of strong acetic acid,
is the proper proportlon for admixture with each fluid ounce of water. It is
essential that the salt and the acid should be incorporated before the addition
of the water, and that the whole should be brought to the boiling point. Supe-
racidulation is necessary on many accounts ; it secures perfect solution, increases
the decomposing activity of the liquid, and prevents the formation of any car-
bonate of lead.

As thie salts contained in the urine tend to dccomposa the solution, a. 1lessen
its effects on the concretion, the bladider should be evacuated, aund was.ed out
with tepid water before the lead fluid is introduced. A double-current caout-
chouc catheter is the best for this purpose, as it enables a continuous stream to
be employed ; and as, on acconnt of its flexibility, it is less liable to irritate the
urethra, which should be sedulounsly avoided. From four to cight fiuid ounces
of the solution may be thrown inta the bladderat a time, and renewed every ten
or fifteen minutes, as often as may be deemed proper. By renewiag the liquid
at short intervals, much greater effect on the calculus is cnsured, than when it is
allowed to remain longer; for the precipitate furmed by dccomposition soon
envelopes the stone, aud puts astop to further action, uatil a fresh surface
is exposed. Exercise during the retention of the injeciion increases its effect,
Some slight revulsion may-be produced by the first iutroduction of this, or any
other fluid, into the bladder; when such is the case, the operation should be
remitted for a day or two, and cautiously renewed.  The injection may be cither
warm or cold, as may be most agrecable to the sensations of the patxem. Warmth
favours the decomposition of thc caleulus.

If used with proper precautions, 1 have found that the lead solutions exert
a scdative and salutary an influcuce on the living membrane of the bladder, as
as they do on external surfaces under inflanmation. I'hey also act upon the
mucus, which 's o abundantly formed in cases of this nature, cuagulating it into
short curdy flakes, which are easily passed throngh the urethra.

When the urcthra itself is intlamed, or abraded, the jujection will be inju-
rious;, for the lining membrane of the canal is, I believe, more sensitive than that
of the bladder. The introduction therefore of decomponents should be bad
recourse to, cither befure lithotrity, or after the urethra has recovered from the
effects of the instrument employed, but can never be used, with any prospect of
success, where organic discase of the bladder or prostate exists.  The iujection
should not be employed during the internal exhibition of hydrochloric acid,
although it may be freely used when vitric acid is administered. When the
bladder is not very irritable, a dilute nitric acid injection, alternating with the
lead solution, will hasten decomposition.

The two facts established with respect to the lead salts, viz., first, their
toleration by the bladder; and, sccoudly, their chemical action on calculous
concretions, induce me to hope that they may become useful agents in the treat-
ment of various ether affections in the vrinary organs. I have never presumed
to imagine they would grove specific solvents for the stone; but, I trust that,
where surgical operation is inadmissible, they will be of some avail for relicf; if
not for cure, by smoothiug asperitics, and removing the outward phosphatic
coating of caleuli, so as to bring them within the verge of the crushing forceps ;
in short, that they may avail for partial, if not entire disintegration.  “The latter
is more likely to happen where layers, compozed of the urates or oxalates, are
bouund togelher by phosphatic cement.  Ou this species of calculus, they are
calculated to act as highly carbonated waters do on those of another description.



