
OCTOJIER 15, 1896 INSURANCE & FINANCE CHRONICLE.

passed ini z88o, gave risc to a uitîtuber of coutupatiiies,
owing to a desire to insure ail1 the wvorkuncti ini a fac-
tory or miiil. The ilsttai rcsuits followcd, a boomi set
itn for iiev' conîpanies, wiiicl luit ontt comipetitiott,
tiien the atîtalganiatiotis, liquidations, and otiicr modes
of witlhdrawal. Tuie accidetnt comtpattics liad forgotten
ta insure tltcmseives front sicktîess. lit îS85, thiese
comupanies ltad an aggregate iticotne of $3,0o0,000, ini
1894 it reache<l $7,ooo,ooo. The tinîmber «of accident
policyliolders inii S95 in Great Britain wvas 0111Y 350,ç
ooo. Thie atitor islbafled bvtliedifictilty of defiiuiing
whlat is ait accident. 0f course there is the dictionary
r.eaniîîg, wlticlî is, atlt event tîtat takes place withot
otie's forekîîowiedge or expectation, or omie proceeditîg
front att unkttown cautse, or is ait untisui effect of a
kîtowîî cause."' Tite phrase iin gencral tise in poiicies
describes ait accident as aiu event whiclt resitîts
Idirectly aîîd iîîtaîiediatcly fron soite violentt, ac*

cideuital, exterîtal antd visible ixîcains.- Thtis wu regard
as atnply siîfficieîtt aîîd siîfficieuîly accttrate for al
practical ptîrposes ini proîecting a cwtnpalîy front it-
Proper clainîs, aîîd slieiding policyltoiders fron lunjust
denials of titeir claitîts. W'iexter axîytiîing mîore defi-
iiite is ii-veded to protcct cotîpaîties front claînts arisiîîg
froin itîjulries illeged to bc accideittal, but which wvere
designedly iîtflicted, or wvere tie ntural coîtseqttcnce of
sotute imîprudence, is t opetn questioni. But if te
word "aiccidetita.l is properly inîerprcted, stîch iii-

j ttries Calîi ot be so classeid, as WC caîtuiot tillov titat to
bc an " accident "which is the orclinary, the tiattiral,
or inevitable consequence of a titani's own act. If A.
being tabie to switîî gocs intu deep vateî atnd drowtis,
that is tio accident , if il, kntowing tîotlîitg of firearnis
or explosives, liatîdies a gtîî or dyttaîtite, anîd loses a
liîîîb, stîcl iîîjury is tîo accident , tior ks it ot if C.
wiks on a riilwny track, and ks htîrt. Aiotîter point
is the deflîtitioti to be given to " permianent disabie-
tuentt." It seenîs a liard doctrine, but it ks truc, titat
tmail a littub is actualiv severed fromn the body its per-
innent loss of power or tîsefulncss is very uncertajît,

as the cttrative effect of a verdict in Couîrt grauting ntt
itîjured, person a permianenît inidcinity is ttiost retnark-
able. As to, te:îîporary disabienîcut the Frienldiy
Society rie is sottnd, the recipient of accident iîîsuratîce
iîîdunutity ougit Io abstain frot ail work, or acccpt a
less siiii. The restriction of sickiless insîtrance ta a
fetw of te more serions diseases is a niew femtme. Snclb
disorders as stuaii.pox, dipltheria, typhus, etc., arc
acci(ielt.l itîflictions, the stîfférer is usttaliy the victim
of circtiintstaiices i>eyoind bis control. Companies there-
fore are treating thei lte saille as accidents, itn regard
10 rates ai (coxuplenisationi. Tie writerofthie paper we
hiave btai under review wvamns colupanies eîîgaged ini
bicktîess inisuratîce that tltey iut bc as careful life
offices, or tlîey will eîidaitger tieir safety atid permati.
elice.
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