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passed in 1880, gave rise to a number of companies, |
owing to a desire to insure all the workmen in a fac-
tory or mill. ‘The usual results followed, a boom set '
in for new companies, which led on to competition,
then the amalgamations, liquidations, and othier modes
of withdrawal. The accident companies had forgotten
to insure themselves from sickness. In 1883, these
companies had an aggregate income of $3,000,000, in
1894 it reached $7,000,000. The number ‘of accident
policyholders in 1895 in Great Britain was only 330,
c0o. Theauthor is bafiled by the difficulty of defining
what is an accident. Of course there is the dictionary
mcaning, which is, * an event that takes place without
one's foreknowledge or ex pcct'\tmn, or one proceeding
from an unknown cause, or is an unusual effect of a
kuown cause.””  The piirase in general use in policies
describes an accident as an cvent which results
“directly and immediately from some violent, ac-
cidental, external and visible means.” ‘This we regard
as amply sufficient and sufficiently accurate for all
practical purposes in protecting a company from im- .
proper claims, and shielding policyholders from unjust
denials of their claims. \Whether anything more defi-
nite is ueeded to protect companies from claims arising
from injuries alleged to be accidental, but which were
designedly inflicted, or were the natural consequence of
some imprudence, is an open question. But if the
word “accidental ” is properly interpreted, such in-:

juries cannot be so classed, as we cannot allow that to’
be an “accident " which is the ordinary, the natural,
or inevitable consequence of a man's own act. If A.
heing unable to swim goes into deep water and drowns,
that is uo accident, if B, knowing nothiny of firearms
or explosives, handles a gun or dynamite, and loses a
limb, such injury is no accident, nor is it one if C.
walks on a railway track, and is hurt.  Another point
is the definition to be given to “ permanent disable-
ment.” It secs a hard doctrine, but it is true, that
until a limb is actually severed from the body its per-
manent loss of power or uscfulness is very uncertain,
as the curative effect of a verdict in Court granting an
injured person a permanent indemanity is most remark-
able. As to, temporary disablement the Friendly
Society rule is sound, the recipient of accident insurance
indemuity ought to abstain from all work, or accept a
less sum.  The restriction of sickness insurance to a
few of the more serious diseases is a new feature. Such
disorders as small-pox, diphtheria, typhus, cte, are
accident.l inflictions, the sufferer is usually the victim
of circumstances beyond hiscontrol.  Companies there-
fore are treating them the same as accidents, in regard
to rates and compensation. ‘The writer of the paper we
have had under review warns companies engaged in
sickness insurance that they must be as careful life
offices, or they will endanger their safety and perman-
ence.
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