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six 01 tl.e mîie and hiaif a dozeil of tlie
otiier.

Spriîîg shooting is ait abomination, and
I believe tiat iînost sportsmien wvould be
,williîng to forego it, if oiily the other
fellows could be ixiade to stop too, yet it
inust be conceded thiat, -ilî the west, the
big bags of siiipe are best picked up in
the iiionth of April. A few springs ago
1 liappeîîed to be ou the prairie wvlieî the
big fliglit of thiese birds caine up froin
the Gulf states, anîd thiey were so nmir-
ous tliat a (log wvas !nerely a nuiisanice;
onie liac oîîly to walk, clowni wind, withi
the guil at thie reacly, along the hanik of
soimne youtig feeder of the miglity Sas-
katchîewan. Thie birds w'e.e lyilîg
on1 the short, brow'n grass, and as
tliey rose presented easy marks, so
that it wvas quite possible to iiiake ait
tinusually higli average of kilis, îmituc1x
higlier, iu fact, tlîaii I liave beeti
able to do anywhere else except iii the
tropics.

But, after all, thiere wasnmore slaughiter
but iinfinitely less sport than iii that
othier shooting whiicli 1 had years ago on
the inarshies of the Saint johni. Well do
I reinenîber driviing ten utiles oiie finie
September moring to try a siiall rishly
island, whichi occasioiually lield birds. I
liad often picked Up a few couple eitlier
0o1 the islaiid or the adjacent nmarshies,
but liad iever douie anything very wozl-
derf ni. This nîoring, liowever, 1 wvas
iii luck, for iio sooîîer hiad 1 stepped fromîx
the camoe thian my spaniiel puit tup a
suipe. and ou leav'ing the islaind I hiad
sxxteten couple, anîd four couple more
were picked uip on the main land. This
wvas enlougi, iii ail conscieiice, yet I arn
under the impression that hiad I been
blocidthirsty, 1 coulci, perliaps, on thiat
occasion hiave rivalled the record bags
mnade in Louisiana aind in the Malay
Pelninsmia.

Sîîipe shiootiing mnus sinap shooting,
rind there 15 no0 bird %vliieli demands

greater skill, aithougli I aliiost ttiuk
tat the suiipe shooter is boni atid ixot
maide, because I kniow in iiiy own case I
could always do pretty well at this kiud
of shootiing wlîile I aouit iot linrly so good
at deliberate firiiug. suci, for instance, as
duck sliootiing at flighit tiimne. I used to
go out a good deal %'ith ant old Micmac,
whio looked on ini astonishuiient, miot
uuiigled with conteîupt, at the way I
tised to cuit dowv, !lie suiipe, but Mien the
tine camie for the ee~eung fliglit of ducl,
lie cotild kili thiree birds to iny two. His
guxi was a double ten bore iiiuzzle loa:':,
auci tle wliole performance o11 lais part
iras a very de liberate oie ; dowi'm wotild
go the powder, thien tw'o wad-, then the
simot, antothier couple of îvadch;, after thiat
came the caps-aud tlîis performianicewias
inot liurried iii the least Lec:ause a fev
uiserable ducks lîappeiied tc, liave taken
a inean advantage of the olci niam, by
flying over îw'hen lie cotild ixot attend to,
thieii. Not a bit of it, lie wotnld stand
wvith his legs far apart, bis gilli leld as ini
a vise, those far-seeilig', olcI ey,'s of his
sceming to pierce the hieavenls as lie
watchied intently for ait oiicoing bird.
Perliaps, a single black duck, perhiaps a
biiicli, would appeair, flying as if late for
ant engaclgemient, and anxious to niiake up
for lost timne. Tie lotig, rusty barrels
would swing slowly uipward, and if the
coveted bird îvhs highi up you iiay be
sure tliey were held well ahiead of i t; the
trigger waz pressed, and more nften than
iot thiat unfortunate cluck wotild seemn to

lose ail ambition ani fali witli a thîud in
the ooze.

For may owii suipe sliootiing I sliould
pick a hiammierless twelve bore, w'ith a
v'ery straighit, lotig stock ; thlirtv-inich,
cylinder barrels, anîd of a weighit, rer-
taiîîly, uxîder seveii pouncis. A good
înany meni use barrels sliorter by two
luchies, but I ]lave ahîvays iniagiîîed tliat
1 couild do better w'itli a barrel of the
rgulation letngthi.


