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There is probably greater interest taken
in the letters written from the frout by the
men and officers than in those of the pro-
wmﬂ&m
MscCormao, president of the Royal Col-
lege of Surgeons who volunteered for ser-
vice in South Africs, is, asit were, ina
class of his own as & writer of ' war news.
Sir Willism’s last report to the Lancet con-
tains the following passages :
_*Dec. 16.—We arrived st Chieveloy
station about 1:80 p. m. yesterday. The
ing had ceased about 1 o'clock.
‘We found the station occupied by  bospit-
ol train under Major Brasier-Creagh, B.
A. M. C., and every one available helping

to provide comiorts for the treight it car-

ried. There were 119 wounded in the
train. They had been taken on board
direct trom the field, the train having run
into the sctusl scene of action; in fact, it
was ordered back by [the principal medical
officer, two shells having fallen close to it.
This train carried the first results of the
battle, and it was a very distressing sight.

“The wounded filled the carriages just as
they had come from the field ; every wound

. had been dressed, and had been dressed
extremely well under fire. A mnoticeable
feature was the fact that very few of these
dreasings needed adjustment. Rifle spliats
tourniquets, and other dressings bad been
adjusted cavetully under. circumstances of
great difficulty and danger.

“There had been, we learned, a rush with
the wounded to the train, which was rapid-
ly filled and had then immediately steamed
away, and when we saw it at Chieveley,
four miles from the battlefield, the men
were still under the exeitement of the ac-
tion. The wounded were cheerful and
thankful for their treatment, many remark-
ing that their chief anxiety was to get
back soon enough to psy the Boers out.
We saw the train start away from Escourt
(it was back sgain at Chieveley last night).
On its arrival No. 4 hospital was immed-
iately unloaded and the erection of the
tents began at once, before the weary
officers and men of the Royal Army Medi-
cal Corps had had a chance of sleep. The
Stationary Hospital was yesterday, there-
fore, evacuated ot sick at Frere, the whole
equipment packed and brought to Chieve-
ley, the tents re-erected, made ready for
100 wounded, and almost immediately
they received about 50—all this being
completed between 7 8. m. and midnight
(strength, 4 cfficers and 37 men of the
Royal Army Medical Corps.)

“To return ourselves, having obtained
the necessary information snd permission
we walked tothe fi:ld hospitals of the
Fourth, Fifth and Sixth Brigades, situa-
ted about three miles from Chievely and
under the crest of & hillcock about 400
yards outsmde the fire zone. Each of the
three operating tents contained two oper-
ating tables, and as fast ‘as & patient was
taken off the table another took his place.
Awaiting their turn the wounded were
lying outside in rows which were being
contipually augmented by the civilian bear-
ers coming in from the field. As each
wounded man reached the hospital he was
served with a hot cup of bovnl, large cans
of which were boiling outside the tents.
The way in which the wounded had been
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The Great South American
Rheumatic Cure turned
the tables, relieved the
pain in a few hours and
healed, cured and freed.

To the man or woman suffering the
agonies of pain produced by Rbeumatism,
of whatever form, an essay on its csuses,
its symptoms, and its actions are idle; the
one desirable objective point. with the suf-
ferer is the shortert cut to relief from the

Army Medical Corps officers of these hos-
pitals had started their surgical work sbout
8 a.m., and when I visited them in the
evening they were still hard atit, bhaving
bhad no food meanwhile and no time for
rest, and the work went on for hours after
wards. I gave advice in many cases
where I was asked, and advised againat
operation in the case ot & poor tellow with
s fearful shell wound of the hip. Alto-
gether some eight bundred patients passed
through the fields hospitals during the day.
The men show utmost plack and endur-
ance ; there was not the smallest despond-
ency, * the predominant feeling being
anxiety to return and fight again. This
was very splendid of them after such a day
as they had experienced, and makes one
feel very proud of their fine mettle.

“The hospital trains rapidly took them
away. Each train carries on an average
100 cases and is equipped with every pos-
sible requirement, besides iced sods, cham-
pagne, soup, and other comforts in abun®
dance, so I am certain that all that buman
foresight could accomplish was done during
the journeys for the mitigation of the suf-
ferings of the wounded.’

Sir William MacCormac concludes his
account by saying: ‘Censidering the great
strain of the work and the number of the
wounded atter this hotly contestedjengage-
ment (where both rifls and shell fire were
something, it is eaid, never seen before) I
would like to draw attention to these facts:
1 The skill and care displayed in treating
compound fractures and injuries requiring
calm attention and time under fheavy fire.
9  The ekillful and efficient way in which
serious major operations were performed
on the same day as the battle (under {con-

dressed on the field and each man ticketed
with the nature of his wound, his name and
his regiment, was llent, and was very
uselul for identification. This also saved
much time at the field hospitals, because
the seriously wounded could be at once
discriminated from the more trival cases.
The latter went away at once to the tents
and the former were redressed and oper-
ated upon when necessary by the tour
cfficers of each of the field hospit-
als and the three surgeons of each of the
bearer companies. The praise of the reg
imental cflicers and men in respect to the
way in which the Royal Medical Corps
had done their duty under heavy fire was
unanimous and unstinted. An cfficer of
the Devons, wounded in the foot, told me
that he mansged to get to a but near the
bark of the river which was being used as
a dressing station. This hut was continu-
ally under heavy fire and he described the
bebavior of the medicsl c¢fficers as mag-
nificient.

*The spectacle at the field hospitals was
most painfol. Ambulance wagon after
wagon and stretcher squad after stretcher
squad came in while I was there, pouring
in the wounded, some of whom had died
on the way and could unfortunately only
be carried to the mortuary tents. The
work performed in the operating tents
was, in my opinion, of great ¢ffiziency, the
operations being deliberately carned out
with skill and despatch under the very try-
ing circumstances of intense heat, hurry

iderable p ¢ and di ges) by
the medical officers of the field hospitals.
8. Eight hundred wounded were cleared
from the field by 6 P. M., the action hav-
ing fisished at 2 P. M. 4. By midnight
on the second day after the battle]j(to-
night) the last wounded man will have lett
the hospitals at the front and jwill Jhave
been conveyed to Escourt, Pistermaritz

burg, Darban and the hospital jships. 5.
Eight trsin loads have been taken away in
the hospital trains in two days.

“There can be no doubt in the minds of
those who have watched the proceedings at
the front that a trying emergency hadjbeen
met, under circumstances of extreme ten-
sion, with complete success, and |[ know
t1at the army has had]jthe Jgreatest] confil-
ence in its medical corps and feels that all
bhas been done for the wounded that){could
bave been done. I accordingly] returned
this mogning in the hospital train |convey-
ing 120 wounded to Pietermsritzburg.§The
heat has been intense. We have had three
very busy hard-working days and returned
weary and sad for such grievous)iloss and
suffering. It was indeed [a |piteous specs
tacle of suffering and death ; but one could
console oneself somewhat by the3reflection
that so much had fbeen [accomplished to
mitigate the distress, and the poorjjsuffer-
ers themselves were full of pluck {and en-
durance.’

The Lancet's correspondent, at Wyn-
berg hospital, writing under date fof Deo-
29, says: ‘I canuot belp thinking]that in

and excitement all round. The Royal

e

nse and modern

medical science produced rebuttal
evidence and procured his release.

pain and the surest cure ffom the distress-
ing, wracking, burdénsome silment.

No medicine of miodern times has
proved half so effective in giving almost
instant relief, or has made as many cures
bordering on the miraculous, ss the great
South Amcrican Rhbeumstic Cure. So
often has it proved its efficacy in cases that
were placed in the “no cure’ list by doc-
tors and specialists, that many of the most
eminent lights in the profession have been
frank emough to make oconfession that
South Ameriean Rbheumatic Cure, without

of precision are used it will be necessary
to argument considerably: the capacity of
the present general hospitals both for
officers and for men. The fact that ac-
comodation in a general hospital as re-
gards officers 1s limited to fwenty-five
cases points to a total insdequacy to the
requirements. 1 consider that an officers’
hospital of 100 beds should be & sine qua
non.

A graphic letter comes from a private
soldier who was in the dissstrous affair ot
Magersfontein. He writes :

«It ever I felt any pleasure in writing &
letter, it is this one, as no doubt you will
have seen in the papers about the fignt at
Magersfontein, and when we were in that,
both I and all the other men engsged
thought that we should mnever live to come
outofit. ®* ® * We marched to with-
in thirty yards of their rifies, and then (as
though & theatre stage curtain bad been
lifted and a play commenced) their fire
started, and swept us as the rain had been
sweeping us from the Sunday before. *
®* * Men and horses fell like skittles.
Those who were not shot and killed were
being trampled to death. Ot course, all
we could do was to get under cover, ard
get into some sort of formation. This we
eventually did, atd made an advance over
a level plain, and they swept us down like
corn. After sticking at it for fifleen and
one-half hours, we had to_ retire, and sgain
laid out in position, the rain not having
ceased from the time it started on Sundsy.
And when we retired to our proper camp,
and the roll was called, there was a terrible
deathroll. * * * Gen. Wauchope was
killed within thirty yards from the .trenches.
* * * We bave a corporal struck

SICK HEADACHE

Pasitively cured by theso
Little Pills.

- “They alo relieve Distress from Dyspepsis,
fndigestion and Too Hearty Eating. A per-
fect remedy for Dizziness, Nausea, Drowsls
pess, Bad Tastein the Mouth, Coated Tongus
Pain in the Side, TORPID LIVER. Thepy
Regulate the Bowels. Purely Vegetable,

Small Pill. ~ Small Doses
Small Price.
Substitution

the fraud of the Sa\
See you get Carter'’s,,
Ask for Carter’s,
Insist and demand

future campaigns where the modern arms

Carter’s Little Liver Pilla,

A “jury” of doctors, specialists and medi-
cine vendors decreed that James Smith, of
Grimsby, On*., should spend the rest of his
days in the agonizing chains of rheumatism

discussing its formula st all, has proved the
most efficacious of remedies, and to back
up their comvictions, are prescribing it

been the slowest to convince of the merits
of sny propriotary remedy.

South American Rbeumatic Cure is
powerful, poteat, but harmless. Is is &
specific for all phases of Rheumatic Ail-
ments; it goes directly to the seat of the
troubles, dissolves and eradicates from the
system the foreign matters which cause the
excrucisting pains, which. stiffen and swell
the joints. It acts quickly and surely, and
a8 proof of it there is ample testimony to
show that in cases of many years standing,
where the patient was almost helpless,
bed-ridden and so acute was the suffering
that it was necessary to turn the victim in
sheets because it was torture to have even

—

deaf and dumb with fright so you can form
s faint ides what the shock was hke. I
can assure you I never ran as bard in my
life as I ran the half mile to get under
cover. Sounds well, doesn’t it—s British
Tommy Atkins running? Bat believe me,
the next attack we make the Boers will psy
dearly for what they have done; and let it
be as bad as it mey, it can never be as bad
a8 it was on Mondsy, the 11th and if I get
through what ever other few engazements
we have to lace, believe me, I shall never
torget the 11 12°'09. We had lots of mea
take sunstroke. Their helmets got knock-
ed off in the rush, and one of our Majors
went mad, avd balf the men are knocking
about hysterical, and its no use denying it,
the division dread the moment when they
msy get an order to make anotber atfack,
and the best of it is the enemy stand about
four to one; but never mind. There is
not the slightest doubt we shall manage it
somebow. * * * The feeding we are
baving is disgraceful—one-pound loaf be-
tween six men, and cne biscuit per man;
but mind you, I am not grumbling, only a
man must express his feelings to somebody.
And 0 atter reading about the repulse of
the Highland Brigade, don’t think they are
nouse. Itisnmot the men's fault; itis
through— [here some words have been
struck out.] Now, my dear mother and
father, this may be the last letter I may
ever write to yon. If it is, be sure I shall
not die with my back to them.’

A sergeant in the First Balloon Section,
writing to his relations about the fight at
Modder river, observes :

*I shall never forget the sight. I had
some narrow squeaks; the bullets got as
close as my coat. The troops were fairly
exhausted with heat. I would willingly
have given any money for a drink. A
major came to me and begged a drink from
our section ; he said he had not hada bite
or drink for two days. I have not had my
clothes off for six dsys now, and.hbave to
lie down anywhere on the sand and rock
with rifle and ammunition by my side. We
csptured four Boers with their commander.
One of them asked me for a chance, I
gave him one, and he was just going to
fire st me when I dropped him. We are
livig on biscuits and tinned meat, which
teems a luxury. Sometimes we cannot get
snything. I was upin the balloon recon-
noitering this morning, and could see the
Boers with the glasses bringing in stores
and forsge. I have been up in the balloon
several times, and I could see Kimberley
quite plain. The captain has just called me
to his tent and given me a small bottle of
Bass. I nearly fainted at the name when
be asked me if I would like one.’

‘Todsy’ publishes sn interesting letter
written by & German officer with the be-
sieging force outside Ladysmith :

¢Ag you very well know (he ssys) in
many matters the English are a practical
people, and in those matters which concern
them privately they exhibit a shrewdness
and an energy which is. remarkable and
wortby of high praise, Itis the more re.
marksble that in matters with regard to
the practice of war these good qualities
desert them. In this extrsordinary war

daily in practice ; and doctors have always | .

South American Nervine is 8 wonderfm
tonic for the stomach. It cures all die-
orders -of the digestive orgsns, repairs ex-
bausted nerve power, puts on flesh, and is
general bealth builder.

South American Kidney Cure is a liquid
hdmy-poaﬁe ; it cures Disbetes, Bright's

berlain bad msde their plans for sending
to Natal a reinforcement of some infantry
battalions. Colonel Kobner, late of the
Fourteenth Field Artillery and myself,
went down to the English colony, and re-
meined there untll s week after the issue
of the ultimatum by l‘resident Kruger.
Chus we were able to bring back s usefal
report upon almost every point sffecting

.the resources, organizations, and morale

of our future opponents.

*¢Although we lived nearly three months
in Ladysmith, Pietermaritzburg and Daur-
ban, we, strange as it does now seem,
were never recognized of the least sus-
picion raised as to the real nature of our
business. Msjor C —formerly of the French
Foreign Legion, was sent upon s similar
mission to Cspe Town. PBeing an Irishe
man. he escaped attracting the slightest
inconvenient notice. Truly the English
are the most unsuspicious of people
under the sun.

‘We are a cosmopolitsp band of good
brothers-in-arms here around Ladysmith.
There is first in rank, Gen. Count Georges
Villebois de Marenil, who was lately
Colonel commanding the first regiment of
the far tamed Foreign Legion of the French
African army. This distinguished officer
speaks our own langusge very well, as
also he does Eoglish. Of retired officers
of the French active army, there are at
present on the payrolls fourteen ; eight are
with old Mr. Joubert, three with our friend
Albrecht, who is keeping the Baron
Methuen amused, and the others are in
charge of the ammunition supplies—a duty
which cannot be entrusted to Boers officers
in consequence of their utter want of
method. Von Rosenfeldt and Fried Mul-
ler came by the last steamer.

‘Since the siege commenced we have
lost out of the foreign mess four officers
killed in the big gun batteries. The
Colonels in the siege batteries gre paid
one hundred and fifty Transvaal sovereigns
smonth. I am remitting home one hun-
dred and twenty every month, and, as we
expect this war to last for six months yet,
I may look forward to having something
considerable awaiting me at Hanover.
We understand that the French Genera
receives two hundred and fifty pounds per
month. QOur friend Albrecht had the
ground in front of each sucoessive position
oocupied by the Boer Commander Cronjel
accurately measured, and bowlders at the
various distances marked by ‘whitewashed
figures upon the bowlders that are every-
where scattered sboutin South Africs.

| the enemiy’s generals bave  bebaved in. &
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