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evir, there is Whabdeht chanes for
uncertaioty of thought. To be sure,
people geoerally further agree that'
preashing ouight to'be of & religivas
wature, Thut preaching is religious
tjn 2ourne, would be about as wharp »

?pn-uuhur oould give. Bat “evidently
dreligious discourse™ is & very vagur
depoription.  Preschiug may be very
indistinetly conseived under so gene-
tral a definition a« that. The vivid
| conception that gencrates “power, de-
{ mands for iwell some intenyer, some
| more aggressive expression. Preach-
ling must have an sim beyoud fuself,
:]’n';whing for the sake of preaching,
a sermou for the sake Of a sermou, i8
not suved from being imbecile by be-

ing religions. Not the subject, but
the object, of your diseaurse consti-

ing in unQ oelm-'
r| Not man, but L, in the ohntre, is
the right Cof igan order, Nou tn
recenstruct  mablood ol te save
men—this in pot the' trow sovervign
aim of prosching. The traé sover
w#ign aim of presehing is domething
fun she nake of God, rathwer than auy-
thing for the sake of man, »
Hore we rejoh the sole safe oon.
weption of what presching should be
Obedience 1o Christ expressss it all.
Obedience in & twolold sense : h
obedience whioh conaists in seception
Christ for onoe sad, forever as the
supreme Lord of the soul, sad then,
farsher, the  ovpdience whioh _con
sista in observing His eomWand
wents,  “Reconstruéted manhood’
will be the inevitible result of such
vbedience, snd reconstructed mnn
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realized for pot being conscious’y
aimed at

tules your discourse wiat il'is. Here
is the point at which perfeot sharp-
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| preaching. Someihing, indeed, more |

than sharpness and clearness of con-|
peption, sre necessdry in order to|
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You lead them in ap-| there lacks the condition bf a single|yu.i the inosloulabe mistae that we | yirl but me has a new dress for - to-
L reality You ' wotive. The prencher does not con-| g .ko in permitting the subtleties of -nghx., and | can't be going there jast
fore them i the path wher ‘““*' distinctly enoagh what P“"""h“ philosophy, the andacities of science, {to belp other people have a good
ad anted y They | g should be to interfere with gur_obedience to|tima when I know 1 shall be feeling
» i beeause you sy, what! When & preacher proposes 0| (Christ! Formyown part neutraly “nmrllhwl all lhe evening.”
y dusire 1o hear. Say what they | bimwell the gaviag of men a8 thelyy not very oredulous; Idisbeliove | “Qan't you! Why, dsughter, even
310 hear, and the applause willlone object of hisTpresching, 'he|yory casily. My firatimpulse s to ques- | Christ ploased not himseld.”
- Popularity bas a-numerous | makes a L,“'A?""""-*" toward that! o,  Tor thik roason I doubt every.| Afior that not' another word was
f Power ve. | wimplicity and clearness of oconeep-| y)ore clse; bat I believe, and | bow, | 41id i that kitohon ‘for nearly en
T puly v major- | tion which is so essential a condition ' 3,1 [ obe vy, before my Lord, Christ.!hour. Oarrie finished the potatoes
<ith him now, ‘The powerful|of pulpit power. 1 do not-say that|Noching is so sértain to. me as what ’nnd ran away. Where she went or i
o1 Lis majority by and by.lhr guito reaches thus the trae limit| o hus s T8 not One our Master?’ what she did mother did not know ;
pawerfal preacher is Luther| where simplicity and clearness are at| ¢ are we to divide onr . allegiance? [but when she owate to et ‘the table
in the € lat Wormy. The | their greatest. But he has made 8] (el you, my brethre, we need, first [ her face wha pleasant to look ut, and
popular preacher, need not, in fact,|longstride in advance. The saving|of all things, ourselves Lo admit Christ | sive stopped on her way to the pan-

e must not. believe too stroggly in
preaching. But 1o have ;xrr in]
prescting it is indispenssbie that -‘
preaber beliove in preac hing. ,
Bat & preachef may believe in
presching without having any uryi
clear gonoeption of what preaching
ir. Sash & preacher,. however, not-
withar anding his faith, connot be a
powerful prescher. _1lay it down
s seordingly as the second condition
of pulpit power that the preacher
should bave s sharp and clear consci-
ous coteeption of what preaching is.
1. do not say s vight comception. 1
say now simply s conception—a good,
dvfinite, positive conception of some
#ort, « conception that is ut least
vivid and tonsgious, if it be a wrong
comoeption. Sach s distinat concep-
tion of what presching is, [ -believe
0 be at this particular time a much

gesded condition of palpit power. | al

There in, if | mistake 0ot in many
winislors’ thinking, s good deal of
vagueness ot precisely ‘this point,
Bei vaguenass here is weskness, and
" it s for this veason, | am persuaded,
that we so frequently sce s good min.
ister, » minister who has s perfectly
gesuine and pn(mmd faith in presch-
m',’uldl x » ministry not at
tesded with indications of real pulpit
power. It s sot faith, itis clear
conception, that i 'a.ﬁ.,
Wow there is oue " element . in

feortain resuly of preaching constitute

this. They may do it with a degres |
of honest faith, too, shat good will

{come of their presching. Aod good)

does come of . Buch preaching
has some roal power. Bat the power |
fulls infiaitely short of whatgghe!

power of preashing ought o be. Jw |,

{object is nat sharply enough ean
oeived. ] :
There are ministers who wore or |
lews consciously sim at-m king them. |
sclves ‘socepiable to  their hesrers. |

| Toey mean upon the whole 1o preach |
| the:gospel, but -ui il events they|

“noceptable” preachers, dares hardly{
define itsolf 400 cloatly 1o well-consol- |,
oustiess.  But iv is vot the less u-.H

{ for being wnconfessed. It dreates ol

doubls motive, which makes evory
thing doubtlal You Rometimes

1| soem to recognize in such’ preschers

of men, however, is still too unoertain
& term to be n safo goal. It gives too
much play w0 that infirmity of our
oature, the fondntss for indulging
our individual will. ' We are too
much at liberty to oconceive as we
chooss, what it is to save men, Our
oonception is liable o waver, and we
then suffer the loss “of power that
wavering conception always entails.
Bat a pteacher may have a sharp
snd clear . conscious eoneeption of
what presohing is, without having
yet falfilled tho the most fruitful con-
dition of pulpit power. I proceed
to lay it down as the third econdition
of power for the palpit; thét the
preasher should have the right oon-
cofftion of what presching is.  Mere
definitencss and firmness of concep-
tion, as to the objeat of preroking,
tes Lo the pressirer & ocovsider-
scosssion of power. - Bat he
must have his definite and firm coo-
oeption right, if ho wonld exert his
just measure of power in preashing

quality of his power pure.

Now there is,as T hold, just one
right conception of what preaching
should-be. This one right goneeption
of presching Mr. Beecher never
reached. Mr. Beeoher's mistake lay
inmuking what properly was but " a

the alin of preaching.. “Reconstruet-
od manheod’ is one of the glorious
tretults. whish may be expected to
follow right ‘preaching, Butit is

6ot the proper nim of  preaching. 1t{and

to conceive thas of presching ax

were intelligeptly and heartily cm-
traced by . presohers, inorease W
onee fourfold the present volums of
palpit power. Tn the first place, 1t

qaestioniog submission to the

Whority of Chirist, then I do not know |

what that ‘thing more nesded is
Phore is not & single  minohicvions
e de
waould wot ke gorrected by thin habt

wusia Ty tempted to speonlate, 1«
! philosophises=in shory,-to ration lizs
We gannot beliave in the atonomen
wyti! we have explained the aton
went. . Woonanof trust the effioacy
of p \,w untll we have explored the
wetho

this way, out the sinews of our pulpit |

wer. We had much better stop | that puffed oat of thé pudding-dish
short st the first limit, since we oan | made hereyes moist. Catrie sphta

ver reach the last. Brethren, we
wvo got tu believe more bravely,
In order to do this we must obey
iore humbly. - Above all things el

into our minds and our hearts and
our lives An ‘absolute Lord. We
can then oppose And overawe the eon-
fidence of philosophy ‘and science

with » mightler confidence than|

theire. And we need to go forth
with the sense of heraldghip in our
bearts, snd sammon men, in the nume
of grar King and theirs, to instant and
anconditionsl submission. This will
giveto our pn.hhtng s definite and
inspiring atm.* We shall constuntly
be animated with & conseions purpose.
Whenever we stand before our fel.
low-men, we shiall kidow why ‘wo are
there. ‘W shall be there to bring
them inte ‘obedience, %0 Chrism,
Kvery sormon will be ait' ‘wsssult on
the wills of onr heatert: The war
fare will be's warfare of offense snd
sggression.” ' 'We shall always be
moving inimediately ol the enemy's
works,

!rllmu'\io be yet anywhers o
falling awsy from Christ,” it will net,
I am sure, be smong thosé preachers

pmuch more if he woald have thae ), qooept it for the one alm of their

pFeaching ’ms:,mmn bBoyed. One

hood will be all the more eertainly’|
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4 dresses, and my old o1e will . look
{ means of making men obey Christ s |
necdssary, in orler to. power in|ihe twofold way of whioh I' have |,
wpoken, would, if the copoepiion |
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“There she sits in hn wlagant Wl
morning dress, nothing (u the woeld |
ta do but amase berself, wnd §'mie |
wtain my hands paring polatoss, u‘l
ontons, sod 1 don's know what sl
fur-her dinner! A A---- with & train,
w.dshe qaly sigtues! Only two ymn|
snd & fow wonths older than 1 am!
How would 7 look in & semin? |
neper expeot 10 have such 4n dlegant

'
| &

Wrens wa whe haw on this minate, and |
t e only her morniog dross I

wight sbe will wear that fovely gur.
wet silk trinmed with white laoe |
| Think of me in wmy old blue flunnel |

[ ineverything I have o wear, | |
{don't see why there should be such |
[+ difference in oousins ! T wish Helen |
[had staid iu New York, Why she |

vauted to gome to the country in

he winter is more than I can uander-

stand, Swe ™A't homesick a bit, - I
{ just belivve I'll stay at home to-night.
Alinost all the girls will  wear new

Iifer than ever beside Helen's grand

“Carrie,” called that young lady's
muttier, and Carrie went to the kit.
chen

There she gave her hands to the
potatoes, and her thoaghts te the

ikl siok 77
“Nolmy, I'm not wick; ' only " dis
ooaraged, 1 don’t want to go smd
wyar that old blue dress, and that's
he teath, © 1 shall look' different
fromn sl of the . others, ‘'snd seeing
uo with Helen will make everybody
notice it more.”
“My child, Helen's father is worth
& million, and your father isn’t worth
| & thousand dollars besides what it
tnkes to sapport his family.”
»] kaow it, ma'am ; ;’t not find-
at to ge to

The mother looked - very sober,

|
| it semething besides the steam(good ; just s bobest compliments
{

| lnrge'potato’ savagely in two, ahd
“n«»km[ sloomy. Then the mother
| said, speaking low :

“Won't you disappoint s good

try 1o kiss hor mothier,
| “Pm going, mother ; sad I'll have
a8 niow & time as [ oan, and not gram-
| ble @ bt
She looked very protty in her blue
| dress with its deep low collar, and
| nice ribbens in her hair. At least
her mother thought ®o, though when
Hulen odme down in all the gloxy of
her garnet silk, snd gold . bracelets,
there was ebrtainly a difterence.

It was amort of family Chrisimas
gethering, to whish the eity aunts
snd uncles and cousine had oome;
‘and there wore some elogant dresses |
there, and Careie in her old blae one
#id really fesl very mmoh alone. Yot
she went oheerily through the even.
ing, helping with the eharades and
1be music, helping in 5. dosen qeiet
little ways that nobody keew about,
and yet Lrving 80 keep.out of noties
as much as possible.

Qousin Helen played and sang, and
did both very micely, while Carrie
only played aceom paniments for oth-
Lew L0 sing.

hwrn the evening there was »

b two of the eivy.

anchor cafy e, whi winas,
or tides, of tetpests bllt Simple,
bumble, steadfsst, child’lﬂi ‘obedjenice
1o Christ—4hist 1a'a bond that never

yet was broken. It'is om’ nmy,nni
uw nafety of the world,”*

Advico should be like & gentle {all
of snow, andomot like a driving storm.
of hail. de sheald dedosnd softly;

nmm huatily.—J. Cow |

oo-dns, -ud presently it bedame
known' thasMr. Ames, who wes
unole:Moward’s eollege [riend, was.
wonderful singer, and would enter.
tain the ocompany if anybody coutd
be found who would: play for him 2"

#1 Wish he would sing The Siorm
Kingdor us,’ anid Aunt Alice ;. “it,
in the mest wonderful thing | 1 would)

[snrsid

souldn'vyou piey fob him 2 |

| said, coming out of herscorner,

like!to have seother hear it. Helen, |

=SS PR
ul1 m. l.o..a- [T TR P
awfully bard, and. b8 ingwiuliy par |
venlerj -ml aum;du ke |
aby way "

But Aunt Allse was detarmined
that her mother  should hear The|

Storm King.  Shh wiied with My
Ames, and then she moved wilbng
the guests rylag 1o flad soms Goe
who was willing 10 play the  nosom-

paniment, Net & eousin oould be
found | thay were sll afrsid of ‘he
groat simger and the difpplt fooking
nusio, AL ladl the girl In the Blae
dress grew ashamed of herell
“Aunt Alige, T Will play I 1* ahe

“You!" said Aunt Alice, ia suf
prise, for Carrie wis one of the
youogest of the cotsins. “Do yoa
know it ¥’

“No, ma'am, I don't know it; bat
[ ean’play from the notes.”

Then did Helen look at her young
um-ln in respectful astonishment.

“Can you play pleces that you do
not know ?” sbe asked ber.

“Why, yes,” said Carrie, laughing,
“if they-are not very hard. I-ought
to. I have taken |o‘§uns for three
yéars.”

“Well, I have taken lessons for five
years, and I oan't do it.” 5

“Carrie is very faithfal with her
practising” said Carrie’s mother,

And ©arrie played the accompani-
menj, which really was diffiealt, and
played it so well that Mr. Ames, the
great singer, told her he had never
hed a player who pleased him better,

And don't you think she forgot al)
about her blue dress, until her atten-
tion wad called to it'in & very rirange
way. ¢

“She not only plays remarkably
well,” ssid Mr. Ames to his wife,
“but she is the | best dressed young
giel'in the room.”

“Yes,” said Mrs. Ames, *1 notiged | *
that; sl therest of the youdkr peo-
ple are overdreased. She must have
o sensible mother."

They did oot know  that 'Carrie
stood. just' bebind them, and heard it
all.  But really I-thivk it  did her

oftenwdo good: Itmade her realize
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