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General Methuen’s

feated a Big Boer Force
Near Belmont.

Reliof Column De-

The Battle Appears to Have Been a Repetition
of the Fight at Elandslaag

‘Enemy Dislodged from
Up Three Ridges—The

Cape Town Preparing to Give the Can-
adian Contingent a Rousing
Reception.

*

L

British Loss is Heavy—

R

LONDON, Nov. 22, 5 a. m,—The an-
nouncement from Durban that com-
munication with Estcourt is interrupt-
ed seems to confirm the belief that a
Boer commando has establighed itself
at Willow Grange or near the Mooi
river, and has cut the telegraph wires.
it is certain that, owing to.the heavy
work of debarkation and entraining.at
Durhan, the preparations for the ad-
vance of the relief force are in nowise
so advanced as had been supposed.
On the othér hand, the celerity with
which troops are being pushed forward
from Cape Tewn . :
that all such preparations aggregat-
ing forage and provisions were already
well advanced before the troops ar-
rived in Cape Town.

Gen. Methuer’'s baggage has arrived
at De Aar, addressed to ‘Lord Meth-
uen, Pretoria, via Cape Town.'!

The re-cccupation ‘of Neauw Poort
is good news for the British. :
Col. Royston’s despatch from Lady-
smith finaliy disposes of all reports of
another ‘great British victory . there
lasti Wednesday. . N e
DEFY THE ‘BOERS. 'y |
DURBAN, Nov. 21.—The Natal Wit-
ness says, i NHEL
r e German fmem h'i tM\m o
owR Qistrict rdve. rejected the E
Imatum to swear allegiance or

steads, : :

LONDON. Nov, 22.—~The Daily’ Mail !

publishes ‘théf following despatch from
Pietermaritzburg: !

“An official ¢ommunication . from
Ladysmith, gated Nev. 18, says the
garrison is maintaining its position. A
Boer force is reported to the rear of
Besion, about a day's ride from here.”

CORRESPONDENT ARRESTED.

CAPE TOWN, Nov. 21.—Mr. Collet,
the corrcepondent of the London Daily
Mail' at Stormberg, while bearicg a
message from Mr. Sclreinér, the Cape
gremier, to President Steyn of the Or-
ange Free State, with Sir-Alfred Mil-
nor's sanction, was arrested by  the
Boers 'in the motntains and conveyed
to Blcemfontsin. It - is understood
that Mr. Schreiner’s letter was.a pro-
test against the impressment of Brit-
ish subjects in Cape Colony.

+ . LADYSMITEH. AL RIGHT.

DURRAN, Nov: 21.—The government
fias received fhe =~ following advices
from Ccl. Royston, commandant of the
volunteers at Ladysmith, under date
of Now. 16: ;

“#All the volunteers and police are }

well and there are plentiful suppiies
for man and horse. :All was quiet yes-
terday (Wednssday) and the same con-
dition exists this morning. There has
been no further bombardment and the
effects hitherto have heen trifling. We
are anxious for news from the south.”
FROM BOBR HBADQUARTERS.

PRETORIA, Nov. 21 (via Lourenzo
Marques)—Monday’s report from Col.
Joubert's headquarters, which & was

war today, says:
. “Heavy gun firing was heard in the
direction of Bstcourt on Saturday and
continuous  rifie firing is proceeding
south of Ladysmith. 1
A small sortie from Ladysmith this
mornirg was repulsed. . Tre Transvaal
heavy guns fired a number of shells
into the town this afternoon.”

NEWS FROM BESTCOURT.

BSTCOURT, Natal, Monday, Nov. 20.
—The rumors of a glorious victory
achieved by ‘Gen:. White Wednesday
last are still ‘unconﬁrmed. Little cred-
ence is attached to them, . especially
when it is added that Gen.  White
_threatsned to place many hundred pri-
soners in conspicuous places should
the shelling of the town continue. Re-
. ports received from the southward say

‘present,ed to the Transvaal council of

“that the Boers are separating into for-}

' aging and pillaging parties, who are
lcoting stores, stealing cattle and ran-
sacking houses. It s added that one
farmer became €o incensed thai he
. stalked a party of 160, eventually

! shooting: eight of whem. A Boer force

‘ opcupies a position on the Mool river,

ten miles below the Mooi river station.

| with Estcourt is interrupted.
JOINED BOER FORCES.

‘at Colesburg.. ' - i

C. TOWN, Nov. 21.—The British
troops: re-occupied - Neaw Poort on
Sunday.

WAR OFFICE ADVICES.

LONDON, Nov. 22.—Late last even-
ing the war. office made public. two
_deepatches from Gen. Buller at Cape
Town. The first had been received
trom Gen. Clery, dated Monday, Nov.
20, and announced that three privates:
were wcunded the previous day at
Mooi River. The second was from Col.
Baden-Powell, dated at Mafeking, Nov.
6, saying: ;

“«A1l well here. ‘We have had a few
succcessful sorties. Our loss is two
officers and 17 men Kkilled and four
officers and 29 men wounded. The
enemy’'s loss is heavy. His numbers
are decreasing, but his guns remain
and shell us, keeping out of the range
of our small guns. Have had no news
from the outside since Oct. 20.”

HEROIC CHARGE.

G. W. Stevens Describies Battle of
Elandslaagte.

LONDON, Nov. 19.—&. W. Stevens,
one of the South Africun war corres-
pondents, sends ‘the following vivid
account of the strange battle at Eland-

slasgte, which did not begin until near-
by 5 o'clock in the afternoon.

“Our gums,’”” he says, “moved to a
position toward the might of the Boer
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4 came flicking round them. Men st a |

- “The line pushed'on. A colonel fell;

- welcoming, swhistlin
went:

{ that the battle wasa terrible slaughter,

was on his side and

::d')nnchest.ém. oy tne rf
e Gordon Highl $
r-ls«htzwu.iq" 4

spur . could bri 1 3
drove through %Y :
blotting paper 5 filled ¢
the hissing. * w?!?:.p b §4
“Under foot you could sée: the Solid
earth melting into mud and the mud
flowing away in-water. It blotted out 4

curtain of swooping water. ¥You would’

to ‘drown the wrath of man, and.
through it the guns atill thundered, |
and the khaki colamns pushed dogged-
ly-on. ; \
-“The infantry came among the boul-
ders and began to open out. The sup-
ponts and reserves followed, Then in,
a twinkling' on the face of the .stone-'

the storm of Tead, blood and death. In,

théy were firing fast, and the bullets:

and |started, staggered ' and ped

that held them upright. ¥ i
THE LINE PUSHED ON. .

shot in the arm. *His fegiment pushed,
on. 8Ly e {1 s
#They came to a pocky y ridge, wg‘!eef
high, They clung to coyer, firing; then
ose and were among the shrill bullets”

.  DURBAN, Nov. 2l.—Communication } o

More: mw“l . A e
pushed into the firing line.
officers .were down.. . The men puffed
and stumbled on another ridge. ‘Gog,
would this cursed hill ever end.” It
was sown with bleeding and death be-
hind, edged iwith stinging fire before.
On, and now it was surely the end.
«The staff officers rushed shouting
from the rear, -imploring, 'cajoling,
cursing, slamming every man who
could move into the line, but it.was a
line no longer, it was a surging wave
of men.

DRUNK WITH BATTLE.

“The Devons, Gordons, Manchesters
and light horse were all mixed. Subal-
terns were commanding regiments,
soldiers were yelling advice to their
officers, - firing their carbines, stumb-
ling, leaping, killing, falling—all 4runk
with battle, shoving through hell to
the throats of the enemy, and ithere
beneath our feet was tfie Boer camp,
and the last of the Boers galloping out
of it. Thére also, thank heaven, were
the sguadrons of the Lancers and the
Dragoon Guanrds, storming in amwong
{hem, shouting, spearing and sta.ap-
ing fhem into the ground.

“Cease fire!” It was over. Twelve
hours of march, of reconnaisance, of
waiting, and of preparation, and half
an hour of attack—but thailf an hour
crammed with the life of half a life-
time.”

LIBUT. WEBB'S STORY.
Lisut. Webb, a well known Johannes-
purger and a member of the Imperial
Light Horee, who shared in the charge
over the ridges at Elandslaagte, writes

too ‘terrible for the wictory which has
yet to be won.

“Artillery shells,”” he says, “burst
within 10 yards of -us, all around, yet
some of our men had to sit their horses
at attention under the fire for an hour,
I saw some horrible sights. One of the
Gordon Highlanders got a. shell right
in the face, knocking his head clean
off. We charged to the cannon’s mouth,
the Gordon Highlanders using the bay-
onets. :

“The Boers were plucky and shouted
to us to come omn. They stood firm to
the last. The Lancers charged those
who ran. Some who went on their
knees and proyed for merecy were et
off. Others did this and then shot our
men as they went away. One cur kil-
led a Gordon officer who spared him.

<The German officer, Col. Schiel,
played the part of & man when badly
wounded, by refusing help untii our
men had been attended to. We killed
or wounded all their officers.”

THE RUSE FAILED.

LONDON, Nov. 20.—The Daily News
correspondent, describing . the end of
the battle ‘of Blandsiaagte, when the
Highlanders, : “the Manchester Regi-
ment and the Light Horse were sweep-
ing to the final charge, says: ‘To our
astonishment we heard ‘cease fire’ and
‘retire’ sounded by the burghers. It
was difficult to.account for them, but
not when we knew that the Boers had
learned out bugle ecalls. In obedience
to that sound the Gordon ‘Highlanders
were beginning to ‘fall back, ‘when
their boy bugler, * saying, ‘Retire be
damned!’  rushed forward and blew a

water, a g attempt to defeat tiye British
hill, dale and the embaiy ju Ghe’ gray | Telleving ﬁ eolumn ifrom Durban in de-

have said that the heavens had-opehed.| tion of Ladysmith. A serfoms attack

ibtidge at Weston. Shculd this be ac-.
‘complished,

piled hill burst loose that other storm, | &

the first line down behind the rocks|

itmply @s if the string had :been Cutfs

¥ ize.

e terday Vhefore the-

‘and the ‘victory of Elands-
as won."” ‘

s

UNDON, Nov. 23, § a: m,—Although.

tident that the situation in Natal'];

/becoming sufficiently .alarm-
ning can’ be. 0;‘0‘&“? ascer-
to allay public anxiety or the
y felt regarding the. disposition
- renforcements recently landed

ndents-are only permitted to de-
oribe Major-Genetal Barton's ¢amp at
O, Tiver vogwsly as “large” or

mé correspondent soys ‘that 7,000
~withih 25 miles of Howick
etermaritzburs, and that

fleeing to the capi-

ails, the gn%n
and men, with :

‘Gen. ' Joubert’s plan, app_gfeﬁtlly, s

tait &' still ‘gttempting the reduc- |

oh Mool ‘river camp is hourly expect-
‘e@, with the object of destreying the

éon ed, the Beers would be free
to turn their attention again'to Bst-
gnf,t; svhile, 'if iy failed, the enemy

ogp retire agaim on Weenas and re-
joini the investirg forces around Lady-

. ®he Boer report. that ‘General Hild-
ard's “:General

ed to ' retire .g
‘Pheréfore small credence {s given the

FROM TODAY'S LONDON PAPERS.

.| BONDON,  Noy. 23.—The Daily Mail
-gays.this morning:. . ., .

‘“We:are able to)confiom the peport

that arders have heen issued 1o mobil-

‘sixth ' division-at Aldershot for

Bﬂgf‘ih Africg or wherever it

Ml ublishtes: a ‘despatch

v Poort, dated Wednesday,

t a Wrge force under

en - ‘has crossed the

and -is advencing-to: the

8 from,

{iGen. Snyman, who is outside Mafe-.

The Boers replied; bombarding . the

ing t
bard’s Kop and. Bulw |
‘our ' Maxims opened fire. The range

mgg “which drove the
; s ¢ o

British batteries fired Upo
tions. Two Burghers were wounded.
that the object of ik

says: ¢

. “7 am cutting off the retréat of. th
Estcourt troops to Pletéermaritzburg
and driving them back on the Tuge '
river.”” : s
i is also reported that the Boer
ccmmander with the forces near Lady-
smith 'has “‘comprehensivel urve:

PRETORIA, Tuesday, Nov. 2l.—
king, reports heavy fighting Monday

ernoon. The Bﬂt&b‘ v fired
forées.

British forts with good effect.
loss of the British is unknown:.
Boer wa3 wounded.

The
One’

BOERS SURPRISED AT BRITISH.

¢

CAPE TOWN, Nov. 14.—A batch o
87 Boer prisoners captured. at Blands- §
laagte arrived today by the steamer,
Putiala. Many of the men: were wound*
ed.” The most serious cases, numberinig’

a dozen, were landed and despatched §
to the eamp hospital -at Wynberg.
Others were taken ta. Simonstown ‘to
:llol.n their c?mra.des on bhoard the Pena-

ed, . including Commandant Pretorious,
who was shot through both legs, and
three members of the Johannesburg
detective force who were enrdlled in-

tion the Boers had no conception of the
‘business they undertook. in their own
words, “We expected to meet boys, but |
we were vanquished ‘by men.” -

‘A majority of the Free State ‘Boers,
indeed, looked upon the affdir as af
pleasant picnic through Natal with
peace terms to be tated by Joubert

W

Al he: prisopeys to Whom I spoke
extolled the bravery of the British
forces df Elandslgagte. = “noc oo
An instance of the secrecy maintains |'
ed regarding the. mpvements of the re-
infordemenits iev reported frem Bort]
Ellisabeth, ..where. a. Warship _entered

sand Boens, who are looting the farm-
steads in all ‘directions. e e
“The main body of the Boers made
a rapid manch from Ulundi, southwest
of Estcourt, to a point near Fort Not-
tingham; south of the railway, in a
single @ay. They are within 40 miles
of Pietermaritzburg at the farthest;
and it is said that they intend to at-
tack thaz town.” $

ATTACK ON MOOI RIVER CAMP.

DURBAN, Nov. 21.—The Boers open-
ed fire with antillery on Mool river
camp from the  north, but without:
casualties to the British.

MOOI RIVER, Natal, Now. 22, 8 p.
m.—The British fired several '. shells
which are 'believed to have caused
havoe among the Boers, the latter tak-
.ing advantage of: the heavy rain end
petiring. The Bo=r shells were appar-
ently aimed at the bridge. It was &
surprise: attack, but “had been  fully
guarded against. ‘The British had
three wounded.

DURBAN, Nov. 22.—About 3,000 Free
State Bo2rs with guns are marching
from the west by way of Fort Not-
tingham.

‘ JOUBERT'S COMMAND.

DURBAN, Nov. 22, 10 p. m.—Owing
to the proximity of the Boers’to Pie-
termaritzburg it has been. necessary
to alter the defences of Durban.

Estcourt is still silent. All accounts
points conclusively to a determined
rush of the Boers toward Pietermaritz-
burg withk a very large force, Seven
thousend men with guns are reported
95 miles from Hewick. They are said
to be under the personal command of
General Joubert, 5

found the British almost constantly
on ‘the defensiv:. ; : i

According to this account, the PErit-
ish troops prepared with the utmost
promptilude and advarced . under
cover wherever possible. The British
artillery: was in position behind the
hotel where General Barton and his
staff were being accommodated. The
Devonshire regiment and the Royal

Welsh Pusiliers occupied the trenches.

Prince ‘Christian Vietor. 'has been
appointed to the staft  of Captain’
Pércy Scott, the Durban commandant,

THE BOER SIDE.

PRETORIA, Tuesday, Nov. 21.—=The
official returns of the Transyaal casu-

shcw 90 men haye been killed and 200

covered and returned to the fromnt.

Newspaper reports from Cape ' Col-
ony say a general rising of ,the Dutch:
farmers is ‘imminent in (N‘atal, and
that the colonial Boers in those dis-
tricts which have be2n nroclaimed re-
publican have already joined the Boer
force. ¢
AROUND LADYSMITH.

PRETORIA, Nov. 21.—~The following
Boer headquarters ‘near -Ladysmith:
“The fleld cornéts of the Pretoria
commando réported that British gun

heard movirg: lJast: might  in Lady-

[rotie Aight and-landed 800- men;

Today's engagement at Mool river}

wounded, of whom a number have re- |

carriages and some horsemen had been |

rigidly axcluded from:ifie-wharwves:

LOOKING TO THH FUTURE.
LONDON, . Nov.. 22—Sir 'Charles
“Dilke, M. P. for Forest of Dean divi-
sion of . -@loucestershire, speaking at
‘Chelsea: thig evening said:- {
«When the British forces enter
- Bloem£ontein some declaration regard-:
ing the future wiil have to be made.
1t the peace to he  effected is one in
which Capa Colony can,  concur the
Free Siate government will abandon
the violent element in the Transvaal
forces.

“The settlement, in order: to pacify
South Africa as Canada has beén paci-
fied, must be a settlement in which the

‘and Natal must play the leading part.

rid of.”’

e —— ¥

I.ONDON, Nov.-24, 5 a. m.—Before
anxiety as to the situation in Natal
has been relieved, there comes news of
a great battle at Belmont. This hes
happened sooner than was expected..
Only the official account is yet at hand,
but so. far as can be gathered, the

repetition of the battle of Elandsladgte.
mated that the Boers in that vicinity

guns, and judging “from  the absence
of any statement to the contrary in

the British were slightly superior in
numbers to the enemy. il

CARRIED THE RIDGES,

The Boers had chosen & position with.
their customary skill and were strong-

ly entrenched. The British were obligs

Apparently the guards bore the brunt
‘fn' carrying the last ridge by a bayonet.
charge, after its defenders had been
‘ shaken with shrapnel. gl

positions so gained ‘were held, and the
destruction of ammunition seems to in-
dicate that the contrary was the case.

While ‘General Methuen can be con-

is again at a cost of a heavy 1088 of of-
ficers and men. ; i '

‘4o Nov. 15 has arrived. It gives little

VALOR. - : 4

his commando. < With trifing ~excep- |P8T!

from Pietermaritzburg ' with; British
mewe] g AL O S

The big guns and forts must be got.

A despatch of the previous day esti- }
numbered 2,000, and that they had five |

the official despatch, it is believed that |

ed to carry three ridges in succession. |

"The diary of events at Mafeking up |

daybreak the|
our posi='}

been heard

.Grangé, leading to @ belief that Gen.

Hilyard had made a dortie. . Later de-
spatches announce that Gen. White

‘sertied  from Ladysmithi dnd inflicted

a demoralfzing defeat wpon the Boers.
| BOERS:PUSHING ON.

It would Be prematurs to' give full

credence to éither reportl- Whak 1is

quite certair is: that

) Bst-

| dourt’ and Meof River’ station are all

fgolated, and thiz Boers seém’ able,
after detaching emough: tr § to''Hold
; tgrmx res gggresmiting 17,000

" to push o fowards Piltenmaritz-
burg, with some 7,000 men. |

T oaveradl with mome of the weade b ok atsting Feutane  of th?t whiole

colpaign’ 18 the fiet that =il the ad-

vasieing British getlerals rep8ft ‘meet-

ing the Boers in free. In viéW of the

uHiliant success of Gen. Joubert in

artinlly = pat ;

colimm, the questibn is beind

what would have happened

‘tie¢ outeet’ of the war, inet

tihg" dowm before Ladysmith, pished

on: to’ Pietermaritzbufg ? iy

S NAPAY 'GUNS ‘BEMNG LANDED.
Gen.. Gatacre's  report that

Dutchiare rising increases public

£ sit-

e

- i Vietor lef
River camp before it' was

Colony legislative eo
returned from"

bayonet and_drove th = Boers. “from.
“of:war -hasr
General Forest
Methuen, dated: Belmon

«pttacked the enemy at daybreak
this morning. He ‘waa In strong posi-

constitutional position of Cape Colony | tio

courage and sl
later 1 should ba

. f‘Our victory wWae
taken forty prisoners

fighting appears to have been almost a4 rades:

g it S el

r casealties, are

Nothing is said as to-whether the]™

gratulated upon a brilliant victory, It |

‘that is new. At that date Col. Baden-.

alties’ since the outbreak of the war p

despatch “has béén received from the |

gnith, Otr outposteobserved the Brit-




