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* BOARD OF TRADE

Proceedings at Yestérday’s Annual
Meeting—The Election of
Officers.

Vqlqminousv»néport for the Year
 Presented by Secrefary =
. Eiworthy.

e e

The annual meeting of the B. C.. Board
of. Trade was held yesterday afternoom,
with President Kirk in the chaiz: 2

The following members were present:
G. A. Kirk, A. ‘'C. Flumerfelt, Simon
Leiser, M. Baker, D. R. Ker, J. Mitchell,
J. Clarke, E. B. Marvin, Capt,. Cox,
Capt. Warren, W. Walker, W. P. ‘Bone,
J. Harvey, J. Nicholles, J. Davies, H.
H. Cohen, F. E. Billinghurst, W. G.
Cameron, A. G. McCandless, W. Munsie,
1. G. McQuade, Hon. Col. Prior, M.P.,
Ed. Pearson, T. Earle, M.P., Hon. Sen-
ator Macdonald, C, K. : Renouf, T. 8.
Futcher, R. Hall, F. Eilworthy, Hon.
Senator Templeman, C. D. Mason, W.
Morris and others, ;

After the reading of the minutes the
;secretary read the ‘annual report, as fol- ¢
ows:

To the Members of the’ British Colum-
bia Board of Trade: "

Gentlemen,—The progress - of British
Columbia has been very satisfactory
‘' during the past twelve months; with but
few exceptions all branches of industry
show substantial improvement.

MINING. ¥

Notwithstanding the excitement caus-
ed by the discovery of placer gold in the
Klondike region, mining in British Co-
ltmbia has not been neglected, and the
output of 1897 excceded the. previous
year ‘by 40 per cent.

The following table, prepared by the
provinecial mineralogist shows the yearly-
output of all the mines in the province.
since 1800: ‘ o2 T ey

' “Increase {
Amomnt. Pen Cenit.

7,507,956

............... o0 -10,455,268
When it is considered that in 1892
the total output of lode mines was: only
$100,000, ‘against $7,050,000 i 1897, a
better -idea ecan be formed of the pro-
i C copper-
gold mining. - Since the foregoing figures
were prepared: ‘a;.  steadily | increasing-

- menthly - output: -hds been -maintained.

British.Columbi:i mines nowivank: high-.
er-in the. London market .thamp. ever be:-
fore, and  foreign™ capital for * mining
purposes is easily available for the pur-
chase and development of properties. up-
on 'which sufficient work has been done
to erable mining experts to determine
their values and report favorably. - The
wild speculation in the formation of
mining companies, complained of a year
ago, has disappeared. Many of the pro-
perties are now in the hands of com-
panies havinﬁthe necessary capital to
work them. e apathy which previous-
Iy existed toward the smelting of ores in
British Columbia is' fast disappearing,
with the certainty that they can be;
treated profitably. * In  this  cennection
the following figures are . interesting:
68,801 ¢ons of Rossland copper-gold .ore
averaging $30.48 per ton . returned. &
profit of $12 to $16 pen: ton:r%’r ‘tons
of Slocan ore assaying 1085 silver per
ton, and 45.7 per cent. lead, gross valhe’
$97.70 per ton, returned a - profit. of $50°

1o $55 per ton. ;

West Kootenay-—The district, of  West
Kootenay contributed:over 95 per cent.
of the output of lode mines in 1897.
This is accounted for as» much by the
natural  waterways and:'short lines of
railway which open it up and facilitate
the shipment of ores ‘as by the richness
or extent of the ore’ themselves.

Trail—In the Trail Creek division, of
which Rossland is' the centre, develop-
ments of the past year have tended to
confirm the belief in the permanency of
the lode veins. Although the number
of shipping mines has not largely in-
creased; the output nearly doubled that
of the pervious twelve months. It is
well known that many claims in this
division are unworked at present ‘on ac-
ceunt of the lode veins,” The bright fu-
ture of these mines is found in the fol-
lowing figures: In 1894 the average
value of the ore treated from the Rose-
land camp was $40.69 per tonj in 1895
it was $35.67; in 1896 it was $32.65;
and in 1897 only $30.48 per ton, never-
theless in the year last mentioned the
profit was from $12 to $16 per ton. In
1897 the average smelting charge was
$11 per ton, but with cheaper fuel com-
biied with the improved facilities and
larger plant now being' completéd - there
A possibility of Rossland ores being
treated at $7 eé:e,r' ton. ' Add  to 'these
condjtjons a reduction ‘in the .. cost - of
wmining, and transportation éxpenses re-
daced to the .lowest point, there is " a
prospect of Rossland copper. ore valtued®
at $12 being:mined at a profit. At pre-
sent this ore averaging under $16 will
not pay.

N?el:on;—’(i gnsiderab]e development
work has done throughout the Nel-
sonm district. Theoutput was mainly from
one mine, which yielded 47,560 tons of
ore at am' average value:of $16.81 per
ton as follows: 20.7 ounces of silver,
-4 of zold, and 3.63 per cemtitof copper

2000 peunds of ome. A dividend of
5?33,750 was paid to the owners of the
mine. another property a ten stamp
mill has been operated. . The value of
1.251 tons of ore was $9.25 per ton, of
which $7.70 was saved in the crushings,
and '$1.65 left in the concentrates.

Slocan-—The silver-lead ' mines of the
Slocan. paid about. a .million dollars in
diﬁm&f"m."‘lwt the net production
per smelter ' returns being 33,576 tons.
againgt 16,500° tons in the previous year
and 95%4 tons in 1895. The average va-
tue of ‘these ores in 1897  was $97.70 per
ton. They were smelted in the United
States at a cost, adding freight, ~f $22 a
ton, to which must be added tae Unit-
ed States doty on the lead, cost of min-

ing, sacking and delivering -to shipping
port; the profit was from -to#lsgp
ton. ' It is worthy nf note that some Slo-
can . silver-lead mines have lately been
transferred fo Britlsh't:on;ganiee, wlailst
others: are being examin: with
same object. Claims upon which little
dewvelopment work has been done and
beld af high figures can now be bought
aft prices likely to be more attractive to
capitaBsts.

Hast Kootenay—There ,;was not much
increase in the output of the East Koo-
tenay mines, heither i8 any expected un-
til the Crow’s Nest railway reaches Koo-
tenay I.ake in september next, but a
great deal of prospecting has been done
and many locations made, th‘ :

e

Cariboo—The output of
mimnes in Cariboo was small :
The wvarious creeks have yielded thirty-
five million dollars since 1858; but “the
old surface workings are now about
¢leared up and there have been ngo re-
<ent digcoveries . of any importance.

"['at ‘the Yequired elevation; ¢

J:profitable returns B’
“Quesnelle district explorationwork® isr

8.} Placer Gold—The districts of = Car-

34 | Stikine afford a very rich field for pros-

. Great efforts have been made to reach
the bedrock of the principal gold bearing
creeks of the early sixties, when Cariboo
was known to a{l the world. Shafts
were sunk 50 to 125 feet deep, but in
many cases just when the prize seemed
within reach the miners were driven out
by water. Attempts have been continu-
ed for years past, but the great cost of
transporting machinery and provisions
has proved a great obstacle. = It is be-
lieved that the bedrock of these creeks
can only be worked by draining, which
‘will reguire an outlay of much eapital.
| Hydraulicing .is a. -costly . undertaking in
consequence of the great distance. be-
- tween the gold bearing gravel and water

ness’ of ‘the season at which water has-
been available is also .a. strong _facfor.
| against - big~ dividends, " ‘In oSt cases
where hydraulicing has been carried’ on~
ave resulted.. In the

progressing by sinking shafts -~ in the
gravel of an ancient channel. = Bedrock
has been reached at 275 feet, but is
found pitching at the rate of one in.two;
sinking along this bedrock is now pro-
ceeding. Should good gravel pay be
found, the result will be the opening. up
‘of enormpus works on = these old echan-
Another scheme, the result of ‘which is
looked forward to withi great interest
and will probably be determined before
the end of the present year, is the dam-
ming of the south fork of the Quesnelle
river, which it is expected will permit
of mining many miles in its bed. In the
past much -gold has been taken from the
bars and bottom of this river, but only
a small portion could be worked by the
methods employed. The dam will cost
fully $250,090. Dredging in the upper.
Fraser continues, but there is little in-
formation at hand as to the result.
Much money is being spent in various
mining works in Ca-iboo, affording em-
ployment to-a large force of men. For-
eign capitalists ‘are watehing these. op-
erations with great- interest. T

Vancouver Island—Prospecting - -and.
development work has increaged in Van-
douver Island, and it'is‘likely that ship-
ments ‘of importance 'will be-made: at an
early date.. ThHe :'ore veins' mainly 1e-
semble those ofTrail, but:there'is free
milling quartz as weil ‘and; @-.stamp mill
is being erected.at . one-of :the’ latter
claims,... = 710 B A P oAb
. free ,‘;\Iilling  Quartz—Free . milling
quartz--.is- . reeeiving: more. ,attention
thani. here..fore. It is. known 'to exs
ist througaout . British Columbia, and
two properties of that..character have
been worked profitably ~for some years
pas !
ibo¢,  Cassiar, Omineca, Skeena and
peptjng for placer. gold and are now re-
ceiving the attention of hundreds of min-
ers who heleve them to be as rich as the.
country .farther morth. . 'The’ climate At
the same time is less rigid. Strong poin‘s
in.favor of placer mining in British Co-
‘tombija. are:: The absence of royalty on

government as in the Northwest Terri-
tories, and a license costing™ only 85 in-
stead of $10, ; e

land coal in 1897 was 892,295 tois, of
which 619,860 tons ‘were ‘expoited. About
one-third of the codl imported: into"Cali-
fornia during the same period-was from
these mines, * The manufaeture of coke
is progressing satisfactorily, 17,831 tons
being the output in 1897. ' This is a new
industry, only 1,565 tons being prodaced
in 1895-96. : : :

Iron, . ete.—Besides - the  minerals
mentioned -there, are immense  deposits: of
iren-.ore of .very high grade, many situ-
ated :near good harbors, with the -fluzes-|
required in . swmelting convenjently - near;.
‘also -guick-silver, cement- rocks suitable
for --making .. Roman and ordinary ce-
/ments, white and gray marble, and sev-
eral varieties of building stones.” Mica
Ain large cipamutxes, clear and of vesy
pure quality, is obtained within- a few
feet of the surface. Gypsum free of
coloring matter has been located in large
odies. These minerals await the capi-
talist to put them into marketable form.
The - mining outlook all over British
Columbia is excellent. Late develop-
ment work in the shipping mines has
brought to view large bodies of ore
which alone assures a continuance of the
monthly increasing output, and the ‘com-
pletion. of the raillways under construc-
tion and those ‘projected will enable
many valuable properties to ship and
swell ‘later returns.. The cost of trans-
portation and treatmemt is being reduced
with the result that many propérties
whiech: no one would work a year.ago, are
now operated profitably, The prospecting
work dope in divisions not traversed by
railways is most encouraging and sat-
isfies those best acquainted with the
country that mining in British Columbia
is yet only in its imitial staﬁ;a Claim
owners seeking capitsl should pot rely
too much on these conditions, but should
be emcouraged to make extraordinary ef-
forts to develop their properties, . suffi-
ciently at least to satisfy experts in
search for profitable investments. ' -

A matter deserving the ‘gttention of ihe
provincial - government ‘is - the. re-staking:
of claims, A ‘mineral claim .is.recorded
for a small fee,” but “to hold ‘it ~what s’
called “‘assessment work” must berdone.
dfiring “the . year to-the. value of $100.00/
or the.claim may be held. by paying this
.sum imto the provincial treasury. Ii ap-
pears that in some cases neither is-done;
but upon -the date th& claim“Hecomes
Crown property by meglect, a friend of
the holder can find a: purchaser. It is
desired that the Mineral Act be amended
to meet such cuses. v

FISHERIES.

It was expected that the salmon/ pack
of 1897 would be large, but the total
pack of 1,015,577 cases, an increase of
58 per cent. over and above the previous
highest record exceeded the hopes of the
most sangnine, The increase was al-
most exclusively from the Fraser river
and is accounted for principally by the
hatchery established there in 1884; the
diminution of seals in the Pacific oceaun
is believed to have had a beneficial ef-
fect on the salmon run. A combine of
the principal salmon canners in British
Columbia was formed, in December last
for the. purpose of preventing undue
competition in the British markets. This
has had a beseficial: effeet, and has work-
ed satisfactorily -in. the interests of all
concerned. ~ There were no changes in
the fisheries wegulations last year, neither
was the recommendation of the joint:
fisheries commission acted.:upon for -2
common close fishing season in ‘the Uni-
ted States waters contiguous -to F'ritish
Columbia.  The Dominien . government
receipts from salmon fishing licenses im
British Columbia ,amounted to about
$50,000 in 1897, whilst the total expendi-
ture of the department of fisheries was
not much over $10,000, The knowledge
of these facts adds to the disappointment
caused by the department’s =~ failure to
comply with; the canners’ request that
salmon hatcheries be established om the
Skeena and Naas rivers and on Rivers
inlet and additional hatcheries on the
Traser river, It was expected, further,
that a specialist would be stationed in
British Columbia for the purpose of
studying fish life more completely. Oys-
ters . and lobsters have béen brought from
the East and plamted in British -Colum-
bia tidal waters, and the first reports of
these experiments were favorable. Hali-
but and sturgeon fishing continues on &
small scale, and.until reciprocal trade

‘the ;outpuf; .o elaims  reserved - for -thet3
- dairying - industry is progressing

Coal—The - otitput of Vancouver 3] it good
HCummission merchants dealing in impont-

% 4

may be looked for. -
. SEALING.

The sealing industry continues to suffer
from the restriction placed upon it by
the Behring 'Sea. Arbitraton in 1894, in
which year the season’s catch was 97,-
474 seals; last season the catch was only
30,410 seal. The arbitration award of
$463,454 as determined by ‘Her Britan-
nic Majesty’s government and United
States commissions has been paid to the
Dominion government and the prelimin-
ary steps are mow being taken for its dis-
tribution amongst the claimants,

. R LDUMBER. - ¢
© _The: foreign ‘demand for. lumber has
Iately “ifpproved, ‘but in congequence of
the eombine between the principal North
‘Pacific. exporting’ mills' ‘baving ~termin-
ated, competition is very keen. There are
rivety © sawmills-in' the province ..with"
daily. capacity of one and three-quarter
million feet. . The wooded area is about
285,000 square miles and includes 40
kinds of tiumber; 502,617 acres of timber
lands are leased. The present output of
the Iumber mills does not deplete ‘the
forest lands to any great extent, but
ther is considerable loss caused by forest
fires whiéch occur yearly. The recom-
mendation of this board that all lumber
for export be graded has not beenj carried
out. The necessary act was passed by
the - legislature, but it has not yet been
proclaimed. his -is to be regretted, as
such specific grading would protect the
mill men and simplify the work of th
purchaser when placing orders. 5

AGRICULTURE.

Agriculture in British Columbia never
appeared ore favorable for success
.than at the present time. The increased
demand of the¢ past two years ‘and the:
good crops have done much' toward, ve-
mens. .~ The harvest of 1897 was es-
vaneced ‘as the résult ‘of 'the mining a¢-
~tivity and. the Yukon"movement.. "As 'a”
consequence stocks have been well clear:

ed, out and fafmers have realizéd” above

the average. Thé Acfeage this year has
considerably ncreased’ ‘and-the” weather
having been very favorable throughout,
the -harvest promises.to be a bountiful
one. The hay crop especially is large
and the acreage extensive. The fruit
crop is not so favorable this year as
last, and the yield will be short. How-
ever, fruit growing as an industry.is pro--
gressing rapidly and the home market is
well supplied. An outlet is provided in
Manitoba and the Northwest Territory,
and the export in that direction promises
well and is practically ;unlimited. - . The
canning and preserving industry:is stead-
ily growing and affords:profitable:outlet
for the surplus fruitsi Great improve-
ment is seen in the paekingof fruit for
market. From a'commercial point of
view; -<it is: noteworthy . that ‘the British
Columbia Fruit -Exchange in the New
'Wesfmif;ster distriet and the Vancouver
Island Produee “Society, 'with headduar-
ters -at Vietoria, is each doing ‘a fair
bostnessasn ‘8 cooperative basis. f‘.j_J;peA
aAvor-"
‘ably. * Bitter produced by local cream-
“eriea i preferred to ‘the imported arti
‘cle/4and finds a ready sale at good prices.

ed goods state that they observe a’very
material difference in supplying the loeal
produets, - anil this is a factor with
which they have to cope to a greater ex-
tent each year. The fact that imports
in the aggregate have not diminished is
due to the great'increase of population
and the extraordinary ‘demand created
by mining development and the' Yukon
trade; “In ‘'all districts favorable to the
airying’ interest, greater attention is:hes
‘ing pdid to this subject. Om ‘the: Delta
of the Fraser river and at Victoria there
seems to be a zood opening for the can-
ning of vegetables. : (
INDUSTRIAL ESTABLISHMENTS.

The ecapacity of the smelter at Tmiéég
being increased to tons ‘péer day s
two lead stacks are being added. Al-
though the plant is not operating at pre-
sent, the company owning it is‘purchas-
ing all the ore offering, and contracts for
treatment are- being entered intg, at ;a
considerable reduction on last “year's
rates. At the Nelson smelter improve-
ments and enlargements of the plant
have been effected. A new copper stack
has been built which will treat 300 tons
per day. The old one, with a capacity
of 100 tons per day, has been converted
for lad smelting. The Pilot Bay smelter
has not run during the year. Af present
Kootenay is producing enough -lead te
supply the whole of Canada, still allthe
lead ores are being treated insthe United
States, the mine owners paying United
States duty, $30 per ton, for lead con-
tents on ore mined. Canpda imports all
its }ead and manufactures of lead, pay-
ing duty therefor 40 cents per 100 Ibs.
The fact that two smelters in Kootendly
which have heretofore handled onyy cop-
Fer ores are now preparing to treat the
e:

ex long British Columbia lead ores will
be smelted in the province and thg;
create the attendant manufacturing o
lead. In this connection it follows that
a refinery must be built in Canada. This
board. has asked’ g‘:-glommon, goyern-
ment to inti ?;;e : tut(y;r‘qnﬁleu((lt ax;g
mpanufactures f Ie‘gd o correspond wi
‘the ‘United $atps -fariff on these articles
i order tof protect  the jew: industries.
“foentioned. & & A AR SO e .,\-'."_5‘.;‘. g
s The shi;:é Endiron ‘Works have:
“been; very: b i
for. ‘steal on” Kukon poutes, in faet
every industry =Ras been imore of less
affected. by the large number of gold
seekers which have gome into the north-
ern country, The disposal of fish offial
has Jong received the ‘attention of can-
ners, especially on the Fraser river; this
now seems in a fair way of settlement
by the establishment of works for the
manufacture of guano, glue and fish 'oil.
EXPANSION OF FOREIGN TRADE.
There are several articles of import to
Japan which shonld be supplied from
British Columbia. While the demand
for lumber in Japan is stated to be
“enormous,”. the exports from this pro-
vince during the past year were only
some few million feet. Shingles also
are used extensively. As coke is import-
ed. from KEngland and Germany, there
is no apparent reason why British Col-
umbia should not monopolize that mapr-.
ket. Japan also furmishes a market for
barley for malting anid other purposes,
and hops, oatmeal and breakfast food,
canned fruits, jamg and jellies. Apples
are in demand. British Columbia sal-
mon already finds a market there and
shipments are increasimg. Explosives
-are wanted for blasting purposes, and .a
good opening for business is reported.
The foregoing are al] the %rqd.ucts of the
estiablished industries of British Colum-
bia. Japan imports pig, bar, plate and
sheet ‘iron to the value of over seven
million “yen” per annum. The develop-
ment of railway work, in that -country,
China, Corea and Formosa will add en-
ormously to the demand for manufac-
tures of irom. It is therefore surprising
that the iron ore deposits of Brifish Col-
umbia do not receive more attention.
With proper blast furnaces, rolling mills.
and the usual attendant machinery, Brit-
ish Columbia shoeuld secure a large share
of the iron trade of the Orient." The
forests of this province are being looked
to with the view of the manufacture of
wood pulp. As Japan now imports wood
pulp from Germany and Sweden there
shounld be a market for the pulp of Brit-
ish Columbia. A large mill will be op-
erated at Alberni within a few months
and will depend Iargely on export trade,
OCEAN TRADE.

with. the United. States is arrdnged no

‘The Canadian Pacific railway's steamslﬂps

very great expamsion of these industries | engaged

establishinng the contidence of the. far- |

pecially good and prices were greatly ad- | Tt w

1
1 Cassiar “Genfril » railway.

«iStikine

meeting the demand. |

in{ the Chins-Japan trade have
continued. the regular wlg'iqe every other
week in  the summer, and monthly during
the winter. The Northern Pacific Steam-
'pany has four steamers on the

ch also call at Victoria regularly.

}i1) ¥ _has three. other steamships

in the China-Japan trade, with headquar-
ters at Portland, United States of America.
These will call #t Victoria hereafter, as
occasion . Trade with Australian
continues. The steamships of the Canadian
Pucific railway give a four-weekly service,
calling at Honolulu, Suva (Fiji), Wellington
Nelw )Zealand), and Sydney (New South

ailes). g g

RAILWAYS.

The Crow's Nest Pass rellway from
Lethbridge will be open to Kootenay -lake
in . September . next; distance, about. 300
miles, ‘The’ opening up of this line will
be: beneficial to. Koatenay,. gluing . direct
communication to Bastern Canada
ing' the great question of cheap fuel for
the mines. . Several mines in East Koo-
tenay which. have not yet shipped ore on
sceoupt of the transportation
will soon be in a position to add to the
yearly increasing mineral output’ of the

and Trail is being widened to a standard
gauge; and the line has been extended from
Trail to Robson. The line between Robson
and Penticton has been

commenced and

become an important producer. Location
surveys #are now being prepared for the
continuation of the line last mentioned to
the coast, towards the construction of
v.hich the provincial government has voted
a subsidy of $4,000 {pefr mile, ‘'one: of the
conditions being that the company receiving
it shall equip and maintain a ferry suitable
for freight and passenger cars between the
Mainland and Vancouver Island. The local
legislature has also voted a grant in aid of
230 miles of railway between Bute Inlet
and Quesnelle; at the rate of $4,900: per
mile, but it is not knewn  that iconstruc-
tion will be: advanced . in . the.near future,
For some months past 'the attention of

. has g
of ‘ﬁﬁtlwl mtofhe ;X"ukm:;(mnn&ry < vig,
an rail-Ga an; poute; nJ-mgm- - divert
fn ,.Y

yas thought that a short lifre; about 10
Thiles 'only; i)MWeen'Glenem and “Teslin
“ake” would *theet“ the requirements-of this
1 yéar, (the intention -being to ‘utilize . the
L:St'kine river to Glenora, the.head, of. navi-
gation. The provinclal governmeént voted
the sum of $4,000 per mile for this railway
and ite continuation to Some port on’the
coast of British” Coelumbia;~ “which. .would
obviate ' the ' transshipment:: of freight and
passengers att Wrangel, in Alaskan terrifory,
it- being expected . that some  assurance
would, be received ‘from’ the Domin'én gov-
ernment of ‘additional asistanee-which wou'd
'induce-the cvontractorssto proceed with the
work at opce. Parliament prorogued with-
out giving such -assurance. perations have
;been , commencéd’ ih connection with the

L This line will
start &t ‘Glenora and terminate. at Dease
laké, 4 distance of 99 miles. The explora-
tory. surveys are completed.

PUBLIC WORKS.

The provincial parliament buildings, the
foundation of which was laid in 1893, were
~completed, and the last session of the leg-
islature, - commencing - February 10, -was
held there. Exténsive ‘additions to" the
asylum at ‘New Westminster were eom-
menced, nnd.gfaols were erected in Kamloops
and Nelson ‘in 1897.- The post office and:
customs buildings at Victoria, erected:by
rhe Deminion: ifovernmem:,~have been. com-
’}ll}ebed ‘and ‘will be -occupied immediately:

hese constitute the most important works
of the docal government. = The dock at Wil-
liam -Heaid -quarantine station is-to be ex-
tendéd, for which purpose $6,000 has been

improving Nanaimo harbor, the Columbia,
Skeena, Kootenay and Fraser
This' board asked. the Dominien govern-
ment to increase the appropnation for the
improvement of the channel of the Fraser
river this year, believing it to he more
economical to spend a large sum in .one
season than to d'stribute, the same amount
over 'a number of years. . sk

TELEGRAPHS.

The. telegraph service to.Vancouver Island
has been
few months. The rates alsc have been
lowered. In April last the Western Union
Telegraph Company extended its service to
Victoria, and intends to connect with points
on the Mainland at an early date. The
Canadian Paeific Railway Company’s tel¢-
graph has laid a new cable Letween the

nland and Vancouver - Islandl and ¢

via San Juan de Fuca Strait.  The Domin-
fon government has been asked repeatedly

in uninterrupted connection: with Victoria.
Appropriations have been voted for a new
wire via Alberni. This board’'s recomrmen-
dation that Esquimalt be connected by tele-
graph has been carried out. An appropria-
tion has been voted by the Dominion par-
hament for weather forecasts on this coast.
Such forecasts will be of great value to the_
increa@ng shipping. . )
NAVIGATION.

Narrows, Vancouver, and at Cape Mudge.
Another is under construction on the Sisters
in the Gulf of Georgia, and contracts have,
been awarded for others on Hgg Island and
Surf Island, Millbank Sound, Beacons have
been erected at Gibson's T.anding, Flowe
Sound, and at Welcome J’ass. Work is pro-
ceeding at Brotchie hedgtte«, where a1 stone
 beacon with electric light is to be estab-
lished. New buoys have heen placed at
Ripple Rock, Johnston’s Straits, Da'l Path,
Seaforth Channel and at the Kie-Kish Nar-
rows and at Finla'son C

tention. The chief engineer of the depart-
ment of marine has recently visited Brit'sh
Columbia, and it is understood that other
works are under oonsideratiom,

light on Fiddie Reef.

have been .establist »at. Lit Canyon,
ver.« O the  port S reute and
west t st of Encouve'r Islan elgﬁ&yr igxé
portant works have been- requeste t
sreater . safety of ,ng_*". % A
Gk . AHBDCANADIAN YUKGN. ;
;.The. discovery of gold .in .thé ‘Canadian
Yukon country was . board’s
previous : annfual - meeting, and .yery .soon
afterwards it commen to tfﬂve b;
‘Steamships from St: Miehaels. It 38 dlﬂly-
cult to state exactly what amount has since
come out of that country,.buti it is certainly

large for the number of ~;!pez'so‘ns employed
and the shorl seaSon 'during w! «mdning
is carried on. Immediately upon arrival of
the gold there was a rush of miners and
prospectors from all parts of the wotld,
E}llxt pu;lz:_!ﬂuuyf t{ggm the United ﬁﬂames, and
e m y of newspapers n; -
erally referred to these new gold m-
eries as being in Alaska, and the fact that
there was an established trade between
Alaska and the United States, the eanl
Argonauts were induced to outfit and
from the headquarters of the Alaska com-
ranies. The merchants of the coast cities
of British Columbia promptly made pre-
parations for handling the enormous trade
which bad sprung up so suddenly; steam-
ships were t on all the routes, and the
business which followed appreciably affect-
ed nearly every indusiry in the province.
The heaviest traffic was during the months
of January to A
month last na travel has fallen off, and
at present is almost nil; but it is believed
that many persons who intended to go to
the Canadian Yukon country are only hold-
ing back for the results of the wash-up
of last spring. The Te 8 received are
very ocomflicting, but it Is expected to ap-

al and reliable information upon the Can-
adian Yukon couniry.

TRADE AND OUTILOOK.

Increasing interest and knowledge of Brit-
‘sh Columbia has resulted in unmistakable
expressions of confidence. The opening up
of 8o many branches of Rastern Canadian
l_i‘:;xllks, the eétendon of mesterndv nion

jompany’s 8 , and hi
stamgh of the .provindal government sget'i
curities and municipal debentures are
worthy of note. The province offers num-
erous and varied gPportunlties for profitable
investment, requiring omly  investigation by
experts to satisfy eca tmists that there is
a rich and paying fleld .for the employ-
ment of a?y amou‘n.t of moneynﬂ'gl)e tables
of export and import, appe: heret.
sﬁow the volume of trade to have In
annually, with the past twelve minths well
in advance .of an%ugmﬂous year. British
Columbia’s -contri ons to the Dominion
treasury now amount te: ever two million
dollars per annum, and Is. yery high
capita compared with the othér. provinces.
The expenditure falls far short of this sum
and larger appropriations have been asked
for increased aids to navigation, harbor
improvements, dredging in the Fraser river
, and assistance to rTallways. ' Much  disap-

difficulties.

province. The railway between Rossland |

will open up the Boundary Creek country, '
a district highly mineralized, and likely to /

e o ToRBEIIDE the oulBHE O
: i s of Beitia Cov:s SISPHE I8 Bot. colensimate
R O e e i oo 00 delmBe OF ¥

~to" divert,
the Klond'ke trade into Canadian channels.’

voted; grants have also been made for. Bulen, H.

rivers.”

tly improved within ithe past MQl'lade‘ L. Pither B

RS | .y
utilized the old cable as an alternative/ dine,

to put the important station of Carmanah °

Lighthouses have been; established  at
P’rospect Bluff, at the entrance of the First '

bannel. Other aigy
ad ores aleo encourages the hope that i, ",syigation have received the usual a;?

1, inclusive. Since the®

pend hereto, before printing, some additions

pointment was felt upon the prorogation
of Dominion parliament without aid being
anted towards the constructicn of the

tikine-Testin Lake railway. Any railway

which will open up British Columbia and |

iceorease settlement

substantially benefits

the whole Dominion, it is therefore unfair, :
especially in the face of the large excess !

of contributions to the federal ,treasury

over expenditures, that the gmgress of this

frovlnoe should be retarde
holdin;

he statistical information
with W;IIH be tmto " utgom le
as :possible, np i
thi; like a report which will do justice

resented here-
and, as far

by the with- :
of fair measures of recognition. '

pace forbids any- °

to the m(:tnenl wealth and other natural re- |

sources British Columbia, but additional

mformation ‘will‘be furnished upon applica- |

‘tion : to the’secretary.
The :hoard will beiln the new year with

the largest mberghip in its histor
“the mn%lnm which buyfately

. xthe
and solv- talkn{n upom the council and standing com-

it augars ‘well for its future useful-
Less, LR 4 .
All of which is
this 15th day’ of July, 1898 ‘
G. A. KIRK,
President.
| W. A. WARD,
i Viee-President.
| F. ELWORTHY,
| Secretary.

adopted and referred to the incoming
council to amend, if necessary, and have
printed. This was earried.

H. Hirschel Cohen was glad to notice
the main portion of the report had been
devoted to the mineral resources: of the
province, and he thought it ‘appropriate
that in the absence of a regular chamber
of mines that the:B. C. Board of Trade
should deal with the question. He was
- glad to note the recommendation regard-
ing the restaking of claims, . He did not
ccho the congratulations Y

: {3 . 2

¥ '»--1, % b
i AR A FOtAe of
was | onié of  the ‘causes "of 'thiy
buck, "“Anothey  step - He ‘recoinmeénde
\\{a? the proper adyertising of ‘our ‘niin-
s eral
. publishied balance sheets of the’different
silver and gold 'mitimg companies. A tax
“on 'mines He' thought,” would assist in
‘developing cldims«whieh, having been
serown granted; were lying idle. The as-
' sessment expenditure of $100 a' year, he
~thought, should also be increased, and if
these -steps were taken the mining in-
dustry would advance by leaps and
bounds.. The report was then adopted.

The balance sheet and financial report
was submitted and adopted, showing no
liabilities and assets to the value of $8,-
264.48.

The meeting then proceeded to the
election of officers. . C. Flumerfelt,
Wm. Ward, G. A. Kirk, Simon Leiser

| and C. Hayward were nominated for
! president. All of these withdrew and
the secretary cast a ballot for G. A.
Kirk, who was declared elected.

A. C. Flumerfelt, W. J. Pendray, W,
A. Ward and Simon Leiser were nomin-
ated for vice-president; all of whom
withdrew * with ' ‘the . exception of M.

~+ Ward, who was' declared elected.
- F. Blworthy was the only nomination
for 'secretary, and he therefore enters on
his ‘ninth year in’ that office.’

There were: fifty-eight nominations for
.the' couneil;- of ‘whom- fiftedh were select-
ed, as follows: W. H. Bone, W. F.

H. Cohen, L. Crease, J. G.
Cox, F. C. Davidge, R. Erskine, R. Hall,
D. R. Ker, Simon Leiser, A. G. Mec-
Candless. L. G. McQuade, F. B. Pem-
berton, Ed, Pearson and J. H. Todd.

Geo. A. Taylor. E. Welsh, Ernest Sem-
ple, Chas. R. King and W. J. Hanna

,-were elected to membership on the board.

4+ . The board of arbitration consists of

 the following: J. G. Cox, L. Crease, F.

C.. Davidge, R. Erskine, G. Gillespie, -C.
Hayward, A. G. McCandless L. G. Mec-

: .Gy Prior, C. E.

Renonf and Wm. Wilson. | 13

The following statement was made by
.the chairman regarding the customs re-

oturns for the last two years:

},« g Nanaimo.

F i Bxponts; Impeorts.

$2,609,097 § 200,204
2,679,024 239,707

Yictoria.

Exports. Imports.

1897 ... ...$2,400,391 $2,754,07) $731,50¢.52
1808 ...... 1,640,250 3,260,64C 896,833.11
{_The auditors are C. E. Renouf, W. H.
. Bone and F. Claxton. A vote of thanks
was passed to the president and scru-
> *511.-3%913, and the meeting adjourned at

Revenye;
$ 50,163.03
€5,358.15

1897
2808 . .....

Revenue

A POPULAR DELUSION,

If we are to believe the statements
‘in the journals which support Mr, Tur-
‘ner.. that have appeared since the gov-
v‘lrument’s defeat at the polls could no
longer be dispnted, the people of British
Columbia have been suffering from a de-
lusion. says the News-Advertiser, It has
been the popular belief that the govern-
ment of the province was in the interests
of the people and its maintenance sub-
ject to théir will and pleadure, Appar-
ently this was a grave mistake, If, as
We say, we are to accept the statements
of the government organs, the adminis-
tration is not that, but simply to find
positions of dnfluence and emolument for
Mr, “Tumer: and his colleagues. In some
manner, which - is not . specified, those

Lright ‘to -control the affairs of Briti
‘Columpbia .and fifteen years of uninter-
ripted session _of, the provincial 'ad-
ministration h&ve given ‘them & title in-
to which any inquiry—much more any

attempt_to. question it—is little less than |’

treason-felony. The idea‘of any man or
set of men suggesting that he or they
should—at the demand of the people—
occupy the places which Mr. Turner and
his colleagues have come to regard as
their private possessions is raising a
~storm of abuse and obloquy on such pro-
fane persons as -might be expected to
pursue a man who had robbed a church
or murdered his mother-in-law,
i1 It is scarcely less startling to find that
in the view of these distracted defend-
ers ‘of the present government no, man
who attempts to oust that government
from power can be actuated by anything
but the most selfish and personal mo-
tives, In the minds of these critics
there is no pablic spirit in British Colum-
bia; no motives,” in regard to public af-
fairs, but those of the lowest and’ most
sordid chardcter. Yet they themselves
contradict that view in the naivest and
simplest manner; Any one who- supports
Mr. : Turner is imbued with. the most pa-
triotic and loftiest semtiments, To ex-
tol the jobbery of which the administra-
tion has been -guilty is to evince a sa-
gacity of no meam order. But the man
. Wwho questions the pelicy which is in the
“interest of the few and against that of
the many is, sccording to these writers,
on a par with the footpad or the mid-
night burglar. To say that the Chief
Commissioner has proved = himself in-
capable is to ntter a libel of the blackest
Rind. To question the wisdom of any
of the acte of the Provincial Seecretary
is to put oneself down as ignorant of the
first principles of government.” To deny
the . proposition that Mr. Turner is a
statesman ;with whom the Chamberlaing
and Gladstones are but pigmies is—well
almost to commit the unpamdonable sin.
Certainly, the government’'s defeat has
elicited views which may well set the
people thinking, = Had there been any
doubt before ' that it was time. for a

Der  change, the, articles ‘in the government

organs during the last ‘few days must
convinee anyone that the interests of’the
province demand a clean sweep, not only
of the government itself but of all the

The president moved that the report be !

regourees, < There ‘'also “should ' be |

and !

respectfully submlbbe{! :

cofinonly heard |
SOty heaks

¢ brought all the survivors.. Captain Hep

gang which have been hanging on to it.!

——

THE QREW DEFENDED,

Sailors on La Bourgogne §
Have Been Bruta]
: ; ’

New York, July 14 —Pau)
acting general agent for the
States and ' Canada of tha C
Generale Trans-Atlantique, has oy
for publicati statement oo D OUt

publication a statement ConCernip,
the charges made in relation t, the ‘_'“'
duct of the erew of La Bourgogy, .
the time of the recent disaster.b e
other things Mr. Faguet says:

It" would be useless for me t,
the captain and subordjnate officere ¢
La Bourgogne. They showed they.). "
heroes by ‘remaining at their posty ;.
dying with those they could m[',‘.‘j'w
Of the 18 officers of the deck and oo, |
départment ‘only three saveq themselye,
and gxey did not leave the ship untj| 1},,.c
had done their whole duty. ey

humediately after the collision
and men alike went to posts
them.  Several starboard lifeboats ..
dashed to pieces, while the lir'elm;n\'lf'
the port side had been rendered n\;}.%

v the heawvy list of the steamer , \‘.:\
board. The crew, aided by some of ;).
passengers, succeeded, however, iy, |,
ing two of them, in which womey 4,
children took their places. Untor(yy,,.
ly, these boats had to be slipped
the ~hull of .the steamer
and they capsized.

It was only at ‘the last minute whe
all “efforts were of no avail ang .
steamer was about to disappear that the
sailors, by order of their ¢hiefs, Jumped
inta the sea and 35 of the 60 wore oo

The three' lifeboats ‘that had ey
lavmiched ‘after having unloaded t}0;,
passengers.in safety on board the (.,
martyshire .made 'three more tripg and

aid Not ¢,

Faugye
['lm.,i

Sampagy,

at
Am Ny

Ten

ficers

ASSigy e

o
along
to be lowerp q

derson, of the Cromartyshire, has maq.
to the consnl of Halifax' a statement 4.
CI'“Q%& that the criticlsms attributey 1,
hiny, by writer's ‘in ‘the newspapers
 antrue. :

The firemenvadd  coal  passers were
down in the engine\room striving goai <
the water which was invading it 1o, .
cure the good workng of the pumps, [
was only five or six minutes before 1j,.
steemer sank that the chief enginen
whao died at his-post of duty, gave at .,
different times two blows of his whisile
signalling the crew’ to cease the work of
rescue and hasten away. ’

.Two occurrences brought to my attey.
tion may have started the reports of
bruta] treatment on the part of our crey.
One of the passengers, a young mu,
showed a scar which he said he had p.
ceived from a blow inflicted by an
in the hands of someone, whether a pa«-
stnger or a sailor he did not know, hur
he added that the man who did strike
him was justified in doing <o, hecanse
there were 18 or 20 on the raft he.was
trying to @limb.on, and if he had not
been repulsed the raft would have cap-
sized and the whole party lost.

The other incident was related to me
by one of the passengers. A man while
dlimbing- on an . already overloaded raft
vas knocked back by the blow from an
oar in a: sailor’s hands and thus the lives
of the 15 or 20 mien- on -the raft were
ssved. What was the duty in these twa
cases of those who had charge of the
rafts, repulse one mam who might have
been able to find succor elsewhere or let
20 pexish? -

All these facts were reported to me by
passengers. Several relatives of unfor-
tunate vietims, by questioning the cabin
and dining-room waiters who were saved,
learned a few incidents in the lives of
their lost relatives just before the ship
went down and have n convineed that
charges of brutality and barbarities are
urtrue, @

are

“Our cnstomers say you manufacture
three of the best remedies on earth.” said
the ‘mercantile firmm of Haas, Harris,
B"up & McLean, 'of Dawson, Ga., in a
necept letter to the Chamberlain Medi-

‘cine C, . This is the umiversal verdict.
‘Chamberlain’s Pain Balm is the finest

preparation :n the world for rheumatism,
neuralgia, lame back, quinsey, sore
throat, cuts, bruises, burns, scalds, pains
and swellings. A 25 cent bottle of this
liniment in the house, will save a great
deal of suffering. Buy it at Langley &
Henderson Bros., wholesale agents, Vic-
toria and Vancouver.

OTTAWA NOTES.

The customs department has decided
pending consideration of new standards
for tea that samples of all teas proposed
to be entered for home consumption
must be sent to the department for test-
ing . except the following classes: [
Black tea costing over ten cents pe-
pound;- 2, . other teas costing over 12
cents |-per pound; or teas from Great
Britain or the States accompanied by
customs certificates of fitness for home
consumption.

Nothing is definitely known about the
meetihg of the international commission
at Quebec, The government is waiting
the announcement of the mames of the
United States commissioners, It 1s
hoped that the gathering may assemble

“in August.
..gentlemen - have aicquired. a pream*ipﬁyg ; :
£3

|

WEAK MEN:

1876-1898
Time tries all things. VYears will
make a good reputation or establish a
bad one. ““You cannot fool all of the
peopleall the time.” Ifa thing is found
to be good it will last as the years go by.

L]

Time has Proved
beyond the shadow of a doubt that the
claims made for Dr. Bobertz’s treat-
ment are supported by results. Time
has shown thaf it is the best and most
reliable treatment for every weakness
of the system caused by overwork, in-
discretion or excesses. Thousands of
testimonials and the endorsement of
physicians attest this great fact.

To-Day

you can reap the benefit of this ex-
Eeri(mce. If you are suffering you now

now where to look with perfect cer-
tainty for reltef and cure. There is
nothing like Dr., Bobertz’s Treat-
ment for effectuallinpotting a stop to
tired feelings, unnatudral losses and the
various’syiptoms resulting from abuse
or excess, It is the only treatment that
has ever been able to cure Impotency
and restore perfect Vigor and Manhood.
If you are weak and nervous Dr.
i

rtz can make you strong and
well.

He Cures
while others experiment, Consultation
free. Valuable k'and proofs of suc-
cess mailed free, sealed. Treatment
forwarded to Canadian points free of
duty. Call or write mentioning this
paper. Address:

DR. G. H. BOBERTZ,

252 Woodward Ave., Detroit, Mich.
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