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BOWSER AND#*TIHE BENCH.

Probably never in the history of par-
liamentary institutions wag such a dis-

graceful and discreditable scene enact-
ed as that which took place in the
Legislative Assembly of British Col-
umbia yesterday afternoon. The attack
by the Premier and the Attorney-Gen-
eral, the latter gentleman “the head
of the Bar” (save the mark!) of the
provincé, was unparalleled in its disre-
gard for all that is seemly in parlia-
mentary procedure. Thé manner in
which the question was brought before
the House proved, if further proof were
necessary, how unworthy the twe min-
isters who conducted the proceedings
are of the high and honorable positions
they hold. »

Probably the most extraordinary fea-
ture of the lamentable affair was the
new light it cast upon the character of
the Attorney-General. The' popular
conception of Mr. Bowser is that he
has sufficlent self-esteem and effront-
ery. to be capable of leading an attack
upon the ramparts of Paradise itself if
there were any prospect of 'gaining
notoriety for himself and political capi-
tal for his party thereby. But even
Mr. Bowser seems to have hesitated
about initiating a . movement against
the Bench of the province, Doubtless
under the advice of His leader (because
the Premier confessed that he had dis-
cussed the matter with Mr, Hawthorn-
thwaite) that dirty task was handed
over to the .Socialist leader, thus fur-
ther .emphasizing the fact that  the
working agreement with the revolu-
tionary party which ‘kept' the govern-
ment in power for three years has not
been ‘‘denounced,’” It is still in effect
angd ;can be .. utilized - under. . circum~
stanges’ ‘which - pro embarrassing to
the ‘‘Honorable the fAttorney-General.”
It is to the credit of the Speaker of
the House that hé displayed a high
conception . of the dignity of the Legis-
lature and- did all in his power to pre-
serve .that dignity and the decorum
which should properly charatterige leg-
islative ‘proceedings. But the Premier
in, the instance under consideration
was_against the Speaker and. in alli-
ance with the demagogues, with the
result that the Attorney-General was
given the oppoertunity he craved and a
lasting stigma was cast upon our pro-
vincial parliament, ; .

What was the cause of all the fuss
;a.nd fury? The judges of the Supreme
Court in “their judgment upon the
Bowsér Act _simply gave eXpression to
carrent opinion as entertained by pro-
fessional authorities and laymen. The
terms. of the British: North America
Act are so simple and direct as'to be
comprehensible to even the lay mind.
There ig no question whatever that the
Bowser Act is repugnant to the British
North America Act. The Chief Justice
in the original judgment upon the case
did not call upon counsel represerting
the imprisoned Japanese to reply to
the “arguments’” of Mr, Cassidy, the
legal representative of the Attorney-
General. He peremptorily ordered the
release of the imprisoned men, intimat-
ing that they had good cause for action
against ‘‘some one.” An appeal was
taken to the Full Court. The judges
sitting upon that appeal concurred in
the judgment of the Chief Justice, also
without calling upon’ the legal repre-
séntative of the Japanese to reply to
the “arguments™ of Mr, Cassidy. Four
of the judges of the Supreme Court
have expressed the opinion that the
case of the Attorney-General is hope-
less. They are all men of judicial emi=
nence, men in respect of whose judg-
ment and impartiality no responsible
person would dare to expresg even the

" shadow of a doubt. One of them is

recognized as a high' authority upon
constitutional questions. His opinions
have been quoted in the Legislaturé
during the present session by the Pre-
mier as of great weight., Mr. Justice
Clement .says he regrets that an at-
tempt should be made to enforce the
provisions of the Bowser Act because
he foresees that no good result, and he
fears that evil consequences, may fol-
low such an attempt. The;e is no doubt
in the mind of any man of patriotic
sériiini'ents that all the other judges
concur fully in Mr. Justice Clément’s
opinions, Furthermore, the Judges of
the Supreme Court have - given
expression to opinions expressed in the
Legislature by the leader of the oppo-
sition, a gentleman of acknowledged
legal attainments, upon the Bowser
Act. Mr. Macdonald told the members
of the House what the inevitable re-
sult ‘of an attempt to enforce the pro-
visions of the Act against Japanese
and Chinese must be. Mr. McPhillips,
who has filled the position now brought
into disrepute by Mr, Bowser, said the
bill was not worth the paper it ig writ-
ten upon, The Attorney-General is not
a fool, whatever conclusions may be
founded upon his actions as a public
man and a legislator. He knows that
his Act is absolutely without value,
The public knows from the history of
his pet political measure that it was

never intended to possess any virtue.
Yet because it has met with the fate
anticipated he connives with the leader
of the Socialist party to give him an
opportunity to make a disgraceful at-
tack upon the integrity of the Bench
and he publicly threatens the members
of the Bench with coercion in case they
dare in future to express any opinions
which can be construed by him as
affecting his pelitical career. In this
course Mr, Bowser is aided and abetted
by Mr. McBride, 1t is difficult to select
words in which to fittingly characterise
the conduct of such men, They are
simply ‘pelitical incendiaries of the
most mischievous type, They never an-
ticipated that the Bowser Act would
come before the courts, and now that
the judges characterise their measure
in appropriate terms, they hint at re-
prisals, The fact is the Bowser Act was
never intended to face the ordeal of the
courts. It was brought in as a sop to
the “workingmen” and as a cloak upon
the real designs of the government
with respect to the rights of working-
men. The government had the power to
“do something’”’ for the workingmen
without bringing in legislation ultra
vires of the province. But it would not
do that becduse in doing so it would
have incurred the censure of the cor-
porations which dictate its policy. It
hoped to keep up the farce indefinitely
by carrying on a mock conflict with
the Dominion government.. But the
Dominion government decided to put
an end to the burlesque by letting the
courts deal with the Bowser Act. The
courts have dealt with it and expressed
a candid opinion upon it. The effect
upon thé& minds of Messrs. MrcBride,

i Bowser and Hawthornthwaite, ccn-

genial political associates, has not been
gsoothing, They are perturbed by the
exposure, and they turn upom and try
to intimidate the courts. The Attorney-
General as “leader of the Bar,” says it
may be necessary to show that the
Legislature is the highest court in the
province and to do other = things to
prove his'ascendancy. But there is little
probability of the judges of our courts
becoming’ palsied with fright because
of the stage thunderings of Mr. 1}0wser.

KILLING LAND MONOPOLY.

It is charged, and apparently there
is substantial ground for the charge,
that the reason British Columbia is not
recelving her share of the.immigrafts
pouring into other and far less inviting
fields i other provinces of the Do-
minion is that nearly all the land avail-
able for settlement has passed into the
hands of speculators. Other countries
under the British flag have passed
through a similar experience. And
somé of the other countries have taken
radical measures to remedy -the evil,
due in the first instance to lack of dig-
cernment, or-something that could pro-
verly be characterized in less pleasant
terms. One of these countries is a
sister colony in Australasia. The value
of a progressive land tax, says the
London Chronicle, as a means of
“smashing” up big estates, forcing the
landlord monopolies to sell at reason-
able prices, and promoting closer set-
tiement, has long been realized in New
Zealand, It has for years possessed
a graduated tax, superimposed on an
ordinary land tax of 1d. in the £ (3%43.
in the-case of mortgages), with a lib-
eral exemption for poor and struggling
landowners who only get a bare liv-
ing out of the soil. But it has never
been quite satisfied with the severity
of the penalties on the holders of big
estates.

In 1900 the scale began with an ex-
emption of £5,000 and then rose from %3
of a penny in the £ on land of which
the unimproved value was between £5,-
000 and £10,000, and ran up to-a tax
of 2d.'in the £ on estates valued at
£210,000 and over. In*1903 the scale was
altered and made to begin at 1-16 of a
penny on land valued-at over £5,000 and
less than £7,000, rising to 3d. in the £
on estates valued at £910,000 and over.

In March, 1906, however, under a new
jaw passed by the New Zealand parlia-
ment two and a half months ago, a fur-
ther change is to take place. The scale
remains the same on estates of which
‘he unimproved value is assessed at over
£5,000 and under £40,000, but then it
alters considerably. For land having
from £40,000 to £41,000 of -uwnimproved
value the rate is 8s. per cent., and for
every additional £1,000 of unimproved
value the rate is increased by 1-5 of a
shilling, and the increased rate in each
gradation is chargeable on the total un-
improved value of the land owngd. The
rate reaches thé maximum at £200,009,
and all estates of that value and over
have to pay a tax of £2 per cent. of
the total npimpmved value.

The changes do not stop here. If in
1910 any mammoth estates remain they
are to be penalized. After March 3lst,
1010, the new progressive graduat.:d
scale for land valued at over £40,000 is
to be increased by 25 per c¢ent. No
wonder land monopoly is doomed in
Australia.

“HOLDING UP” VICTORIA.

As the government has taken the
liberty of increasing the salaries of its
ministers as well as of raising the ses-
sicnal indemnity (we have been warned
not to call it ‘‘salary”) of the mem-
bers,” we think ‘the public have the
right to demand that the legislature
shall not be prorogued until it has dis-
posed of all the business properly
brought before it. The eity of Viec-
ioria is asking for legislation which
has been deemed of importance to the
municipality, It has been charged—
and there seems to be substantial foun-
dation for the charge—that thereris a

disposition manifest on the part of
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the lawyers representing corporations
interested in the legislation asked for
to block the proceedings until it will

-be too late for the committee to re-

port to the House. The Premier, who
ought to be the final authority in such
matters, is the representative of the
city of Victoria. He ought to con-
sider himself charged with the duty of
seeing that ;}ie claims of the city re-
ceive fair consideration. We know he
will -take refuge behind the quibble
that he camnot control the actions of
the committee, But such a subterfuge
will not satisfy his constituents. Nor
will it be satisfactory, we .are assured,
tc ‘many of.-his constituents who pro-
fess the Conservative political faith.
If he réfuses to cxercise the power he
undoubtedly possesses,. Mr. McBride
will be called sharply to account. It
has been charged that the chairman of
the committee, who is a lawyer, is,
practically, in the employ of one of the
ccrporations seeking to block the legis-
lation sought. - We do not know wheth-
er that allegation is true. We are in-
clined to think 1t is not. We have
always given Mr. McPhillips credit for
possession of a fine sense of the pro-
prieties when an issue arose between
his public duties and his private legal
practice. Bat there is no question that
as chairman of the committee men-
tioned he has displayed a disposition
to favor the companies which are en-
deavoring to have the powers of the
city circumscribed. Doubtless when
his attention has been called to the
matter he will make his pésition clear.
There is one thing the Premier and
Mr. McPhillips and the committee and
the legislature might as well under-
stand—that it will be a very difficult
task indeed to convince the people of
Victoria that they should not be per-
mitted to exercise rights in respect to
public utilities which have been grant-
ed to private corporations. If the city
of Victoria desires to supply the citi-
zens of Vietoria with power for light-
ing or other purposes, that desire will
have to be gratified. It will be con-
ceded, if not by the McBride govern-
ment or by the legislature controlled
by the MeBride government, then by
some government which will succeed
the McBride government. It is use-
less in this twentieth century and in
the light of the trend of events in
other parts of the world, for any gov-
ernment or any influence having the
ccuntenance of a government to set it-
self in opposition to a reasonable pop-
ular movement,

The crazy legislation' of the British
Columbia legislature is creating alarm
throughout  €Canada. The Monetary
Times, a purely finaneial paper, says:
“The powers that 'be in our Pacific
Coast Province will act foolishly if they
set up an obstinate opposition to the
Ottawa authorities. Thesé words have
no political significance. The $Same
would apply whether a Liberal or Con-
servative government were in power.

.British Columbia sees perhaps only one

phase of the . situation. With that
phase we are in full- sympathy. Ottawa
must’ take€™a broader view of the ques-
tion. The Dominion government must
be in constant and delicate touch with
the authorities in London. Unless in-
ternal disruption is to take place Vie-
toria and Ottawa must work together
in unraveling an international tangle
the like of “which has not been encoun-
tered in recent years.”

L * *

Montreal-Herald: Opinion in Eastern
Canada is behind British Columbia
when the Pacific province asserts the
claim of the white race to possess that
province and to dominate its institu-
tions so effectively that there shal:
never be for Canada a race question
of like hopelessness to that our Am-
erican friends have in the south. But
when the authorities of British Colum-
bia act unreasonably, as they are do-
ing now their inaptitude canwmot fail
to make eastern sympathy a good deal
less cordial.

- L] L ]

In the meantime it may have escap-
ed the mind of the  Attorney-General
that the Japanese who weré arrested
by his officials for persisting inm enter-
ing the province and released under
habeas corpus proceedings have been
deported by agents of the Dominion
government.

L I BN

Mr. Bowser's Vancouver constitu-
ents are not going to hold another par-
ade. Disunion has crept into their
ranks. How would it do for the Attor-
ney-General to Jjoin his. colleague,
President Von Rhein, in a movement
against the Bench of the provingce?

LECTURE ON PIONEERIN’G.

Rev. Dr. Robson Interests Epworth
League at Vancouver.

Vancouver, Feb. 25.—Before the Ep-
worth League of Wesley church last
evening Rey. Dr. Robson gave a lec-
ture on Pioneer Methodism in British
Columbia. The favor with which the
address was received showed that the
people of Wesley church deeply ap-
preciated. it. , ;i
" Coming to this country from Lanark
County, Ont., in 1895, Dr. Robson told
of the many privations and hardships
he encountered before he reached the
Fraser river, where he started his la-
borg: amongst the miners.

“We were introduced to the Asiatic
problem -as soon as we landed,” said
the doctor. ‘“We were just pulling into
Deadman’s Point at Victoria when, we
encounteréd a canoe load of China-
men.”

Dr. Robson paid a high tribute to
Govérnor Douglas at Victoria. The
governor lent them the use of the court
house to hold services in Viictoria.

One-third of Britain's telegraph opera-

tors are women, ]

THE ESTIMATES
N COMMITTEE

CONSIDERATION OF
THE VOTES IN DETAIL

Minister of Education = Thinks
Mext Normal School Will
Be in-interior.

The House yesterday was occupied
at both sittings for the most part in
committee of supply. A most interest-
ing announcement was made by the
minister of education that according to
his view of the Normal school question
he was inclined to think that the In-

| terior would be the -site of the next

Normal school to be built in the prov-
ince.

The night sitting lasted until long af-
ter mid'night.*

o ——

Press Gallery, Feb! 26th,

Prayers were” read by Rev. Robert
Connell,

Questions: of Privilege.

John, Oliver, ¢z a question of priv-
ilege, called attention to the fact that
he had been misquoted, inasmuch as he
had been made to say that the Natal
Act went outside the powers conferred
by the B. N. A. Act.

Mr., Yorston also raised a complaint

that he had been misreported by the
Colonist, £

Stuart Henderson,

Resuming the debate on. the budget,
Stuart Henderson ‘called attention to
the fact that errors appeared year after
year in sthe public accounts. With re-
spect to the tables showing the revenue
there were mistakes of thousands of
dollaxs, so that the tables did not con-
vey a proper idea. E >

Yale riding suffered in thts respect.
The revenue returns showed that the
district contributed only,$16,611. But
from the land grant from the Dominion
government another large sum was to
be added and various other sources ins
directly raised this very considerably.
The corrected revenué should show that
Yale contributed $79,526 to thé revenue.
The grant of $7,000 was made to the
district. Okanagan with $61,784 of a
revenue contributed to. the province,
got $65,000 in the way of public works.
Similkameen, with a revenue of -$65,680,
contributed to the province, got $34,700,
Kamloops contributed $75,244 and got
$94,186.

The finance minister had taken credit
for wiping out a large debt. But who
contributed to the funds for that? The
debt was paid in large part by the dis-
tricts of Yale, Lillooet and Caribeo.
These districts had contributed $712,000
more to the revenues than had been re-
ceived by the districts since the present
government came into power. It was
vnfair that these districts should re-
ceive such smal]. grants as were made
for roads, ete.

Mr. Henderson referred to the Shu-
swap & Okanagan railway. The'govern-
ment of 1890 had guaranteed the bonds
on their railway. The province , had
paid a net sum of $9,730, which could
not be.recovered. The present govern-
ment had paid $1,601 of this..The money
was paid without there being any sanc-
tion for it.

The: policy pursued by the finance
riinister when he announced in Mon-
treal that the subsidy was not to be
paid for the building of the Midway &
Vernon railway, came in fer ‘critieism.

‘| That act'had removed all chance for

competition. The C. P. R: now con-
trolled the Shuswap & Okanagan. Had
the ‘Midway & Vernon been built there
would ‘have been competition when tHe
Shuswap & Okanagan came to be sold
in 1905.

Members on the government side of
the House had insisted upon an appeal
to the courts. The result had been that
the chief justice in a scathing way, pro-
nounced that the subsidy should have
been paid.

Mr. Henderson also criticised the |

policy of allowing an.audit to lapse in
connection with the Shuswap & Okan-
agan,

In 1890 the B. C. Southern railway
was incorporated. An area of 3,755,000
acres was given to the company. Of
that sum 342,540 acres had been alienat-
ed so that 3,413,184 acres remained in
possession of the company. It was
specified that the lands of the railway
were to be exempt from taxation for-a
term of years if the lands were held

by the company, and provided the lands

were disposed of to settlers under the
same conditions as public lands. The
lands Wwere not, taxed, however, al-
though the company was not selling
lands.on the same conditions as public
lands. An instance of this was afford-
ed by the fact that while timber lands
were all withdrawn from:sale the tim-
ber of the railway company was being
sold. The boards of trade of the-inter-
ior and other public bodies have de-
manded that taxes should be collected.
Nothing had been done. The premier
had promised to investigate it, but had
done .nothing.

The Columbia & Western railway had
also in 1901 received over three and a
half million agres of land which was
held now by the C. P. R. and A. Heinze.
These lands were not sold upon the
conditions that public lands were, but
at vastly higher prices. The present
government did nothing, however, to
collect taxes.

The inscribed stock, according to the
rublic accounts, stood at about $10,-
000,000. The plan was to pay 3 per cent.
in interest and 1 per ceni. in sinking
fund. At the end of the present year
$1,300,000 would be on hand as sinking
fund.

Mr. Henderson proposed to keep the
money in this country. This would re-
present about $400,000 a year kept In
the country, and at 4 per cent. this was
a smal] rate, It would be vastly better
for the province to have the money kept
in the province rather than sending it
to England. There was no reason why
the sinking fund should be invested in
the Old Land. If the investments were
made here at 4 per cent, when the debt
became due there would be $3,000,000 of

a saving to the province. But more
than 4 per cent. could likely be obtain-
ed. If 5 per cent were obtained the

saving would be a very substantial

amount.

By having the investment in England
there were very heavy charges made.
Taking some of these up Mr, Hender-
son showed that the last year it was
over $14,258 for brokerage, etc. This
was a very large amount to pay i this
way. This province seemed to be run
for the benefit of the banks. There did
not appear to be competition among the
banks. The business of the province
seemed to be in the hands of a few
men. A raise had been’ made in the
charges within recent years. He could
see no reason why the finance minister
cr the deputy finance minister might
Lot be entrusted to invest the money
in this province instead .of trusting to
trustees in the Old Land. A saving of
$6,000 a year could be saved in this
way. Such a savifg would make a
very considerable sum at the end of the
term of the loan. Old Country invest-
ors would readily agree with this. Old
Land investors sent funds out to this
coutnry for investment. There was no
objection to this as there was ‘no pro-
vision saying where the sinking funds
were to be invested.

Parker Williams,

The member for Newcastle, Parker
Williams, pointed to the fact that he

was on such intimate terms with his |

coustituents that he knew pretty well
their views on the various questions.
He went back to the year 1903, the year
of the elections. The appropriations
had been called in immediately after
the election. Newcastle had from that
time been getting about $5,000 a year.
It was a wet district and the roads
were going from bad to worse from
year to year. Last year the system was
changed, and it became a departmental
administration of some kind. The re-
sult was that about $1,200 of the $5,000
was spent on .superintendents. To make
things worse the difficulty was met that
the government appointed superintend-
ents of work, who knew nothing about
the work and had never had contro} of
more than a Chinaman before. But
while this condition prevailed in New-
castle a . landscape. gardener was  ob-
tained from Montrea] to take charge of
work in Richmond.

Mr. Williams deprecated the work
done last year on the roads in his dis-
trict, which consisted for the most part
of digging  stones out and filling the
places with mud. Shale which exposed
Lo the weather became clay, was ldid
on the main road. The side roads were
worse. There were roads whiéh could
not be used. Mr. Pierson, a grocer of
Nanaimo, had got stuck and had to
pack groceries by hand for about 200
yards in order to get the rig through
light.. Two women, Mrs, Harris and
Mrs. Hemer, had attempted to fill up
the holes in one piece of road, and had
to utilize a rail fence. The government
agent had asked for $8,500 for the dis-
trict. He himself asked for $10,000. The
government made it $7,000. He would
like to know if any government agent's
figures in so far as Conservative con-
stituencies were concerned, had been
reduced. He knew of 4 case of the es-
timates being inéreased last year over
the government agent’s recommenda-
tion.

He would like to know if in caucus
any member of the Conservative side
of the House ever protested against the
discrimination shown towards oppos!-
Lion constituencies. Therg. was room
for a man on the Conservative side. If
the opposition was moved by public in-
terest the supply bill would not be
passed before next fall.

Mr. Williams turned his attention to
the Salvation Army. The minister of
finance suggested that the Salvation
Army immigrants wouyld not interfere
with men now out of work. But that
was false reaspning. Every man
brought out would interfere with the
labor conditions, ' ¥n Cowichan there
were families living on one meal a day.
This was a subject for investigation.

W. H. Hayward asked for the names
of these parties, so that some help couid
be given them.

Mr. Williams said he would give the
names to Mr. Hayward. It was a
shame that the representative of the
district should not know the conditions
there.

The motion to go into supply was
carried wighofit division,

In Supply.

The House then went into committee
with Price Ellison in the chair.

Stuart Hendgrson, when the vote in
connection with the mines department
came up, suggested that perhaps some-
thing like ‘a life license might be pro-
vided for, so as to do away with the
trouble of renewing a mining license
every year.

The premier said that consideration
had been given to some such proposi:
tion, but it had so far been found very
difficult to find any way of improving
this matter. 4

J. H. Hawthornthwaite wanted to
kmow why the sadlary of the deputy of
the attorney-general had been increas-
ed $50 a month,

Hon. W. J. Bowser held that the sal-
ary was none too high. There were
many constitutional questions coming
up in the province, It required a skijl-
ed deputy attorney-general. At the pre-
sent time the government was intend-

| ing to take a test case to decide wheth-

er in connection with the E. & N. rail-
way belt, copper was to be classified as
belonging to the class of base or preci-
ous metals. This would be carried to
the Privy Council. The question of the
rights of the province and the Domin-
ion in the fisheries was also to come up.
The question of water rights in the
E. & N. belt would also be tested. These
were some of the important constitu-
tional questions to come up. It was
important to have an efficient law of-
ficer prepare for these cases.

Mr. Oliver suggested that it might
be wise to include in these test cases
to be carried to the Privy Council In

(Continued on Page 12.)

“BABY” TELLS OF OUTRAGE.

Oakland, Cal., Feb, 26.—“Baby.John”
Martin, whose confession has imp]ica.t-
ed his mother, Mrs, Isabella Martin, in
the alleged dynamiting of the home of"
Judge Ogden, in Oakland, aqd in arson
at Weaverville, where she IS confined
in jail, was brought to Oakland yester-
day and placed in charge of the ma-
tron- at the ecity prison. The_r' police
hope to prove that ‘‘Baby -.Tohn is not
a son of eitner Mrs, Martin or of ths
Princess De Chimay, (formerly Clara
Ward, of Detroit), and they will try to
discover the true parentage of the

! child. i

]
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BIG ASHCROFT RANCH
FOR FRUIT GROWING

Managing Director of B. C. De-
velopment Association in
City.

(From Thursday’s Daily.)

Among present visitors to Victoria
are Mr, and Mrs. C. H. Winkinson, of
London, England, and their son. Mr.
Wilkinson is managing director of the
British Columbia Development Associ-
ation, Limited, which is an English cor-
poration for many years well known in
British Columbia, with its head office
in London. Mr. E. E. Billinghurst,
whose offices are in the Canadian Bank
of Commerce building in this city,
has the supervision of the Develop-
ment Association’s affairs in the prov-
ince. The capital of the British Coul-
umbia Development Asgociation is not
large on paper-—only £50,000 sterliug,
but there is this to say about it, that
every cent of it has been paid up in
good solid English sovereigns; and dur-
ing its existence—since 1895—it has pald
a sum back in dividends equal to its
capitai. The directors of the British
Columbia Development Asgociation are
Mr. Ernest Collins, chairman; Mr. C.
H. Wilkinson, managing director; Sir
Thomas Barclay, Mr. Willlam Bass,
Mr: Magner and Mr. J. J. Newbouid,
all of whoin Lake the liveliest interest
in “the development of British Colum-
bia.

Mr. 'Wilkinson has just closed a deal
fcr tac purchase of a large area of
fruit grcewing land in the neighborhood
of Ashcroft, part of it being the Pen-
nie ranch,” well-known to every one
who has travelled over the C. P. R.
maln line, as a most fertile piece of
country, and probably for fruit grow-
ing purposes amongst the best in this
province. The C. P. R. crosses the
properly, which. ig also intersected by
the Thompson river. It is the inten-
tion. of the British Columbia Develop-
ment Association to at once stast an
extensive system of irrigation, which
will be carried out under the superin-
tendence of Mr. C. E. Barnes, aided by
Mr. Ashcroft, Lord Aberdeen’'s well-
®xnown advisor.~ This work should give
employment to a large number of men,
of whom, at the present season of tie
year, there are many idle through no
fault of their own.

Mr, Wilkinson and his associates are
anxious to establish a school of fruit
culture on or near their property, which
would be of great benefit to the -whcle
districi. Back east in Ontario, Quebe:
and in the.maritime provinces, similar
schools of agriculture receive state as+
sistane and enjoy the prestige of be-
ing under state supervision and pat-
ronage. Why should -the same assist-
ance not be given to schools of a simi-
lar class west of the Rockies?

The new development at Ashcroft
will be watched with great interest. Its
success will have an important bear-

| ing on that part of the mterior of the

province, along thes valley of tihe
Thompson. It is known that -the sil
in many places is excellent, as. at the
Pennie ranch, and with Irrigation,
should be nearly perfect for fruit culti-
vation. As regards transportation the
Pennie ranch is fortunately situated
on the C. P, R. main line, which inter-
sects the property, and in this position
.should be an excellent advertisement

| for this fruit growing country, as ev-

ery traveller on the railway must see
it when passing in the cars. For the
best class of fruits there is an enormous
and increasing demand at prices higin-
ly remunerative to the grower, as is

i shown by the rapid annual increase in

the total fruit products of the province
in the past five years.

We wish Mr. Wilkinson's company
good luck in their enterprising effort.
South of the boundary line in the Yak-
ima District, with rainfall, climate and
soil. identical with conditions at Pen-
nie's, rough iand is selling at $200 per
acre. The United States government
is- spending something like $30,000,000
on irrigation,-and charging the fruii-
growers $60 per acre payable over ten
yvears without interest. The Pullman
State College has a federal grant of
thousands of dollars annually tewards
the expenses of the college, where
there are over 1,300 students and over
80 professors.

SPRING
ARRIVALS

JUST OPENED
OUR FIRST SHIPMENT OF THE

NEW
SEASON'S HATS

In All the Very Newest
and Natty Styles.
From all the Noted Makers.
Ranging in price from $2.00 up.

Call and Inspect Them.

FINCH & FINCH

THE EXCLUSIVE STYLE STORE
HATTERS.
1107 GOVERNMENT STREET.

Are You
Coughing Yet?

It is unwise to let a Cough run on,
for frequent coughing ' naturally
increases the irritation in the bron-
chial passages. If you are won-
dering what to take, suppose you

try
BOWES'’
BRONCHIAL BALSAM

It has relieved others and will re-
lieve you. We do not say it will
cure your cough in one night, but
a few days’ use will cure a long-
standing hoarseness, croup or
bronchial cough. Recommended
in all throat and luhg troubles,
asthma, whooping cough, etc. Per
bottle, 50¢ only, at this store.

CYRUS H. BOWES
Chemist :

Gover nment St., Near Xates.

r

HELD UP ON- WATERFRONT.

Vancouverite -~ Complains He Was
Mauled and Robbed of $400.

Vancouver, Feb. 26.—Just before the
Princess Beatric sailed on Saturday
night, one of her inténding passengers
wag held up on the tracks alongside
Robert Ward & Co.’s wharf shed and
ig #said to have been relieved of .$400.
The police deny all knowledge of the
robbery having been committed, never-
theless, the men on the waterfront, who
were at work urtil the Princess Bea-
trice left, state that the story is cor-
rect.

The man proceeded on the steamer
and showed every evidence of having
been severely mauled. He declared the
four men who held him fip took his
wallet with $400 and then ran fin
among the freight cars standing in the
yards. They elosed his mouth with a
handkerchief and made no further ef-
fort to take his other effects after they
got his wallet with its bunch of bills.

The name of the man robbed was not
learned by the men on the waterfront,
but he is said to have stated that it
was quite possible they had followed
him from uptown where he had made
some purchases and had taken out his
wad.

There is only the man’s statement
that the amount was $400, but there is
no doubt that he had been roughly
handled. He said it was imperative
that he sail by the Princess Beatrice,
otherwise he would have made some
effort to capture the thieves.

JUSTICE LONG DELAYED.
Slocum

Captain of Ill-Fated General
Goes to Sing Sing.

New York, N. Y., Feb. 27.—Capt. Wil-
liam B Van Schaick, master of the ill-
fated wwwamer General®™ Slocum in  the
buring of which one -thousand persons
perished, surrendered himself to-day to
United States Marshal Henkel, and was
taken to Sing Sing prison to serve his
term of ten years' imprisonment for neg-
ligence and inattention to duty as master
of the *“‘Slocum.”

 Entire Canadian Race Will Suffer
Unless the Disease is Stamped Out

A recent congress of our ablest physicians has brought to light a terrible
national curse. Statistics prove that ninety-seven per cent. vi Canada's pop-
ulation is infested with the Germs of Catarrh, This disease is most dangerous
owing to its tendency to extend to thé bronchial tubes and lungs, where it
causes consumption. Unfortunately, the people have had faith in sprays, oint-

ments and snuffs, which can’t possibly cure, and in

consequence  catarrhai

disease has become a national curse. Science is advancing every day, and for-
tunately a remedy has been discovered that not only cures, but prevents Ca-
tarrh. This new treatment, Catarrhozcne, has sufficient power te kill ‘the
germs of bronchitis, catarrh and asthma. It contains pure pine essences and
healing balsams that go to the remotest parts of the throat, nose and lungs-—

carrying health-giving medication

to every spot that is tainted or weak.
You don’t take Catarrhozone like a cough mixture—you inhale its

healing

vapor at the mouth and it spreadg all through the breathing organs, soothing
and curing whatever disease exists. This is nature’s way of supplying the

richest balsams, the purest antiseptics known .to science,

A sneezing cold is

cured in ten minutes, a harsh cough is eased in an hoeur, the most offensive

catarrh is thoroughly drawn from the system.

In case of Asthma and bron-

chial irritation nothing can equal Catarrhozone—every physiciar and drug-
gist says so, and"we advise our readers to try this ireatment if suffering with

any win-er il.
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