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AUSTRALIAN POLITICS.

The action of the New South Wales
legislative council in rejecting the tax
till proposed by the Reid government us
a portion of its fiscal reform has precipi-
tated a constitutional battle in that col-

ony. . Premier Reid in addressing a
large free trade meeting at Sydney re-
cently said that he would not objeet to
a Legislative Council, the members of
which were named for life, if it only
regarded the will of the eountry. A
Hovse consisting of Crown nominees
was an absurd anomaly in a democratic
constitation, but he would not trouble to
interfere with it so long as it respected
the electors. The Legislative Counecil
had, however, set its foot against the
will of the people, and the time had
com¢ to: deal with it once and for all.
The people had not got either yet, and
scmething must give way. The some-
thing would not be the electors. Mr.
Reid asked the people to empower tbe
government to reform the constitution.
He proposed, he said, to introduce a hill
that would provide .when a measure
passed the Assembly and had been re-
jected by the Council at two consecu-
tive sessions, it should be submitted to a
referendum of the electors during a re-
cess, at the end of the second session.
He hoped thus to terminate the dead-
locks of the House. Failing of other so-
lations, the Government would be asked
to grant a workable constitution to the
éelony, including an elective Council, the
members of which would be elected un-
der a superior franchise. It was not in-
tended that this Council should be sup-
erior to the Assembly, but it should be
merely a revising chamber. The dif-
ficulty surrounding the New = South
Wales government is an invariable ac-
companiment of constitutions of which
one feature is an appointive and ir-
responsible council—a body which is use-
lese if it merely registers the decrees of
the popular branch and is almost sure to
prove: itself a nuisance if it undertakes
tc assume more active functions.  HKrvi-
dently the New South Wales council in-
tends to keep up its side of the struggle,
for it has rejected by 25 to 14 the elec-
toral reform bill introduced by the gov-
crnment. Another announcement of in-
terest in conmection with Australian pol-
itics. isuconweyed by eable, namely, that
the AsSembly ‘of Victoria' cofony has by
a vote of 62 to 22 passed the first item
of the tariff bill, thus affirming the prin-
ciple of a reduction of customs duties.
The Australian colonies, like Canada,
seem to have had quite enough of high
protection,

SELF-SEEKING AND BLUNDER-
ING.

The Bowell government has blundered
about as badly as possible in its man-
agement of the Manitoba school ques-
tion. Delay was no part of its origi-
nal programme in conection with the
dispute, and now it has decided on de-
lay when that course cap do no Zood.
Neither one of the two wings of :ihe
party is satisfied, for the Quebec men
see plainly that the government's’ re-
treat from its “remedial order” position
was dué to the threatenings from the
Ontario section, while the latter are in
uo way convinced that the_ governmeut
Las dropped all idea of interference with
Manitoba. The late action of the gov-
ernment, in short, gives the impression
of mere trimming and temporizing aad
rot an honest endeavor to arrive at a
solution. From all points of view it
would have been more expedient—not to
speak of honesty—if the government
had dealt with the matter decisively in
one way or the other, after it.had m-

spesed the necessity of actiom upon itseif

by the' issue of the remedial order.. As
the matter now stands the government
is in the same trouble as the old man in
the story, who tried to please everybody
but succeeded in pleasing nobody aaa
lost his ass into the bargain.

The juggling with the Hudson’s Bay |

railway is about as fatuous and calen-
luted te do the government as. much
harm in Manitoba as the treatment of
the school question. Instead of carry-
ing out the terms of the famous order-
in-counecil and advancing $2,500,000 to
the company the government has now
decided to grant the company a modif-
cation of the terms on which the sub-
sidy was eoriginzlly granted, One half
the land subsidy and the whole of ‘the
£80,000 per year are to be available on
the completion of 150 miles of road,
whereas 300 miles were originally speci-

fied. This inglorious retreat .from the,

terms of: the order-in-couneil —will not
help the government with the people of
Manitoba and the ' Northwest. It s
quite apparent that the Bowell govern-
ment has a capacity for blundering
equal in extent to its love for opportun-

ism. It cannot be expected to hold on
tc office for any length of time.

" CONSERVATIVE OPINIONS.

A few days before the government's

final announcement'in regard to the
Manitoba school guestion the Tor_onto
World, a prominent Conservative paper,
said: “The seriousness of the situation
at Ottawa increases. If the government
attempt to bring in remedial legislation
in connection with the Manitoba schools,
they run the chance of wrecking the
Conservative party. After the manner
of the ostrich, the Mail buried its hgad
n the sand and professed to see nothing
‘going on at the capital, but now it
thinks it may be wise to suggest non-
interference with the province of Mani-
toba ‘as the best policy for the adminis-
tration. And 40 Conservative members,
so we are told in the dispatches, have
signified to their leaders that they can-
not support remedial legislation. Every-
one, therefore, now admits the serious-
ness of the situation, and the ministers
are credited with trying their best to
effect a solution of it.
suggest that ‘the easiest solution might
be in resignation on the part of one or
more of the ministers of their seats in
the cabinet. Have they ever thought of
that? There have ~ been indiscreet
speeches which have helped to embar-
rass the party, and an undue haste
shown to convey the impression . that
remedial legislation was the natural se-
quence of the remedial order. There-
fore, as far as practical politics are con-
cerned, the issue of the order was fol-
lowed by the loss of two seats in Catho-
lic counties, heretofore held by Conser-
vatives. It is therefore much better to
reconstruct the cabinet in some quarters
than to wreck the Conservative party
with its programme of national progress.
Partial cainet reconstruction is often
the easiest
deadlocks. ~Cabinet = ministers
members.
government must Tot = interfere with
Manitoba.”” On the same day the Ham-
ilton Spectator, another prominent Con-

servative paper, spoke as follows: “It

cannot be. that the
blind * * * * tkat it cannot un-
derstand ‘that the people of ‘Canada
have determined not to submit to the
dictation of Quebec; that Manitoba must
not be interfered with. =~ Let the govern-
ment stand firm for the provincial rights
of Manitoba, as it once stood firm [or
the provincial rights of Quebec; let the
French mifisters slough off 'if they have
the courage to forsake office for the sake
of principle, and all will be well for the
country and for the Conservative party.”

The insistence of these two papers on
non-int‘erfer_encg is! quite as marked as
their fegqr that the course of. the govern-
ment -might be to wreck the party—they
apparently cared nothing for its effect
on the country. But mark the issue:
the government’s subsequent announce-
ment to parliament implies a promise
that in case Manitoba still refuses to

government’ is so

parliament will be asked to -interfere.

It will be interesting to know what the
people for whom the World and Specra-
tor are supposed to speak have to say on
this point. .

Says the Glooe: *‘“The 314 per cent.
48-year bonds of Toronto sold in the
London market at 97 on Monday, af-
ter the half year’s interest had been
paid.: It is not improbable that they
will be' quoted at par within a fow
months.  The appreciation in civic se-
curities has been extremely marked dur-
ing the past year, and Toronto bonds
have gone up-about four points.” What
about the late issue of the British Co-
lumbia stock? It seems 1o be “hanging
fire” in.some mysterious way.

The New Yofk"’Herald has been mor

alizing ‘over the enormous consumption
of tobacco in” the United States, as evi-
denced by the internal revenue returns.

- It says: “In one way and another the

people of the Urited States use a great
deal, of tobacco, estimated by bulk.  The
figures show the consumption to be
abont 344,000,000 pounds for the year
1894, or on the basis of 60,000,000 popu-
lation nearly five ponds per annum 'for
every man, ‘woman and child in the
country. To those who have thought
that the unpleasant bhabit of snuffing
has gone out of existence it will be in-
teresting to learn that the total domes-
tic production of the .article for the
year was 11,627,092 pounds. ' Think of
the enormous. number
_represents. Despite the falling off in
the revenue, it is 4 curious fact that the
decrease is less from snuff than from
any other form of tobacco except cigar-
ettes, which actually shows an increase.
The percentages are approximately as
follows: QCigars: and cheroots, " 68.5;
chewing and smoking tobacco, 81; snuff,
B55.  The iincrease in cigarettes is about

25 per cent.” The taxes paid on manu-

factured tobacco in 1894 amounted -to

The World would "’

solution of many political !
should
make some sacrifices as well as private !
But whatever they do the |

:| the house.

of pinches this.

'$‘28,617,898.62, which, of course, was in
tue end paid by the smokers, chewers and
snuff-takers. The ‘Herald remarks that
“surely- a nation that can afford to ex-
pend such an amount in taxes on tobac-
co must have money to burn.” It
seems, too, that though the taxes on to-

iquoted they were then $3,271,000 !less
!than in 1808.

A recent Winnipeg dispatch said:
“The Conservative association of Win-
nipeg held a meetil_lg to-night and pass-
ed resolutions urging the government to
aid the Hudson Bay railway scheme and
to appoint W. 'B. Scarth as the next
Fieutenant-governor of Manitoga.” The
Montreal Gazette ornamented this dis-
patch with the heading: ‘“Winnipeg Con-
servatives Want Some Things They Arve
Not More Than Likely to Get.” As the
government has definitely declared that
no further aid is to be given the Hudson
Bay scheme, and as the Hon. J. C. Pat-
terson has for several months carried
the = gubernatorial appointment in his
pocket, the Gazette assertion seems an
eminently safe one.

HUDSON- BAY RAILWAY FIASCOQ.

In Mr. Foster’s statement of govern-
ment intentions there is seldom so much
i frankness that anybody may count with
‘ safety on any given possession of events.
EIn this regard, however, he broke his
{ own record on Tuesday in the house. He
| said that with the single exception of the
i schools question, -there was no matter
: that stood in the way of a winding up
! of the session business some time nex*
| week. - He had been questioned by Mr.
{ McCarthy on the point of the Hudson
i Bay railway specifically, and there can

be, therefore, no doubt thgt the govern-
1ment has decided to leave that notable
| enterprise, for the present, at least, in
1 those cold shades where the subsidy and
. kindred manifestations of governmenrtal

favor are not afforded.  That is to say,

i the government breaks another promise
| made in set terms, for fulfilment at an
early date.

The circumstances may be recalled
with profit. The intrinsic merit of the
Hudson Bay railway claims for assist-
anee, as set forth by the promoters, has
never been established. When the North-
west delegation waited on the govern-
ment last fall, the delegates were able
i to publish no evidence to’convince the
| people of Canada that their money
would be well spent 4n such an enter-
Nobody imagitied for a moment

| prise,

| that the  government -itself’ could  havs

! received such evidence ‘and kept it quiet.
The stern showing of experience com-
pels us to believe that the government
! would have made all haste to convince
| the other parts of the Dominion, if the
deputation from the Northwest had
shown cause why the people at largs
should build a railway’ from Winnipeg
to the Saskatchewan. The government
told the country nothing of ‘what it had
gathered, front :
with the  Northwest deputation. - But
the ‘result of these deliberations was the
passing of an order<in-council, giving the
Hudson Bay- Railway Company two mil-
lions and ‘a half of the people’s money.
That order-in-council has gone through
the usnal course. 1t was pressed when
everybody, the ministers included, be-
lieved a general election was not far
distant. - It gave the Hudson Bay Rdil-
WAY company all that the dreams of av-
arice might cenjure up. - It was in all
ways ea ated to salisfy -~ the eager
hopes of ; peopie of the Northwest,
who ima that their - fortunes are

' 4hound ’ -
act an early séssion will be called and | Rt S o ot e

es at Ottawa. But it was the old game.
The ‘people of. the Northwest were 10
be flattared by the assurances that :he
government had decided to build the
road. The rest of the country was to be
told that as the order-in-council had not
received the effect of legislation nothing
had been done.

Unforeseen circumstances, however,
precipitated  the necessity either for the
‘actualization of the intemtion apparentiy
foreshadowed “in the order-in-council, or
for the complete abandonment of the
government’s position. The government
has found the latter an easier way and
has. taken it. In the story.of the affair
‘there is no evidence that it ever intended
‘to ‘earry ‘out its promise.
vanced any sound argument against the
popular ‘contention that the scheme was
extravagant and unwise. It must have
had small hope that the order-in-counci
could be put into effect without remon-
strdnce from ‘the Conservative side of
It stood placidly by wher
Hugh Sutherland dismissed the contrac-

1 tor upon whose personal standing wita a

ibstantial element = of ‘the ministerial
arty. criticism. of the entire scheme had
been withheld: It remained unmoved
under the insinuation that it permitted
the change of contractors for the sole
reason that the American firm had made
gorgeous  subseriptions’ to the govern-
ment campaign fund. It laid itself open

in an enormous subsidy.
Had it ever intended to go on with the
work it would not have submitted to all
this. . But it" did not believe in the
scheme from the beginning. It hoped to
fool the Mauitobans with the assurance
that the order-in-council was conclusive.
Mr. Sutherland’s characteristic bluff at
the commencement of the work was suf-
ficient indieation of his riction that
the government had decid 0 do noth-
ing unless he could make it impossible
for them to retract. He is back at Ot-
tawa again, and is as far from realiza:
tion of his hopes as he was years. ago.
sympathy which should fall to such as,
having viewed the evidence, remajn of
the opinion that the present government
ever intended to keep on the building of
the Hudson Bay rallway. “What the
government had in sight when it. pub-
listied - its order-in-council was the hold-
ing of Manitoba. But election day was
‘8et ‘into the' indefinite future, and the
‘government cheerfully
policy.~Montreal Herald.

[ bacco in 1894 teached thé enormous sum,

v.its " secret deliberations |

It never ad-:

to the charge ‘of shamefully trafficking

In his misfortune he will.be denied that

abandoned iis ]

BRITISH  COLUMBIA.

NANAXIMO.

Nanaimio, July 9.—Ald. Pleace intro-
duced a by-law last night at the council
meeting to dispose of all real estate
where taxes are in arrears. The by-
law passed its first reading.

Wiiliam Bullman passed away sudden-
ly at his residence early yesterday morn
ing, death being due to an apoplectic
stroke.
but had enjoyed good health until with a
few minutes before his death.

Bennie Chandler, the little son of W.
Chandler of East Waellington, fell
through a window yesterday and broke
his arm. The little fellow was brought
to town and had his arm set by Dr.
Davis.

It is proposed to give a performance
of H. M. S. Pinafore in aid of the wid-
ow and child of the late John Kelly.

The annual general meeting of the sub-
scribers to the Nanaimo Hospital swwill
be ‘held to-morrow night in the coincil
chambers.

Nanaimo, July 10.—It is expected the
lacrosse match between Nanaimo and the
Maple Leaves of Westminster, which
takes place on the Caledonian grounds on
Saturday, will be an exciting game. The
Nanaimo team are still smarting under
the ‘défeat suffered by them in the last
match and it is believed the match will
be a rough one.

The new cinder path at Wellington is
teing laid out under the supervision of
James and Albert Deeming. The cost
of constructing this track “will be over
$3000. &

The amateur opera company of this

city will reproduce H. M. S. Pinafore in |

the Opera house on Monday next in aid
of the widow of the late John Kelly.
The Nanaimo Literary -Temperance
Athletic Association will give a smoker
on Saturday night in honor of the anni-
versary of that institution.
* * % =

VANCOUVER.

The cost of Dominion Day celebration
was $3100, and about $3300 was sub
scribed.

At the council meeting last night Ald.
Gallagher moved to dismiss Chief Me-
T.aren,” Sergt. Haywood, Inspector Mec-
Leod, and Officer Grady, but withdrew
the motion on the mayor ruling that a
two-thirds vote was necessary.
was great excitement in the council.

There is‘ another

old one 'being seemingly forgotten.

James Peake died at the ‘city hospital
vesterday. He was a.son of a wealthy
shipbuilder of Charlottetown, P, E. L.,
and was left a big fortune, which he
succeeded in spending a good deal quick-
er, no doubt, than the old man accumau-
lated it. - y

- % % y

H. Mutrie, C.' L. Brown and R:. H.
Cook- have been appeinted city assessors.

Harry :Rhodes and J. MecKinnon have
returmed  from the old ‘country. .
A writ.was issued yesterday for a new.
election to fill; the place in the council
vacated 'by: Aldi: MeCraney. The elee-
tion: takes place on the 318t of July. Ald.
MecCraney has been absent from the city
or from council meetings sufficiently
long ‘to disgualify him. .

The ' World says an epidemic of deliri-
um: tremens has struck the town.

Mark Twain'will lecture in the opera
housé /in ‘August. ' g1 ;

Rev. J.. W. . Macmillan, of Mount
Pleasant, Vancouver, has "received an
unacimous eall - from  St. - Andrew’s
church, Lindsay, Ont. Stipend $1400.
with summer vacation. He takes the
pastorate vacated by Rev. Mr. Johnston,
now of St. Andrew’s church, London.

* 9 %
NEW WESTMINSTER.

The: announcement that. the Brunette
sawmill - will be rebuilt has not yet been
made, although it is expeeted. John
Wilson, president, informed a reporter
that he had received a wire from Ottawa
asking fuller particulars of the damage,
and whether the foundations could be
saved. - Mr. Wilson was .&ble to repiy
that the.foundations had not been dam-

| aged,-and were as good as new. Re-

garding the intentions ef the Ottawa
stockholders, Mr.  Wilson was unable to
speak yet, and it would be a week yet,
he expected, before anything definite was

“known. :

The outlook in the lumber irade, the
Columbian  thinks, has not been so
bright ‘in years. The selling price for
the last three years has been little above
the ‘cost, and most manufacturers have
been losing - money. - The advance in
price of from $2 to $3 per thousand,
made on ‘Saturday as a result-of the
conference at “Vancouver, will stiffen the
business.  The better prospeets ahea.l
will be an irresistible argument for *h
rebuilding of the Brunette mills. ;

* & @

Canning has commenced on the Fraser.
Nets were stretched for the sockeyes two
days ago, the run having commenced
Over 1000 licenses have been issued te
28 canneries.

A boy of 16 named Cole is chargel
with attempted rape on a girl of 10.

A Steveston Chinaman has been fined
$150 and costs for selling liguor without
a license.: ;

The ‘Fraser. is falling fast.

The Fraser river bridge question is
unchanged and apparently unchangeable.

Boundary Bay is full of fish, and 20,-
000 sockeyes were taken from Drysdale’s
traps. Sunday. - Mr.  Drysdale’s pack up
to. Saturday night was 8000 cases.

The Columbian says.the loss by the de-

| struction. of Laidlaw's ' cannery ' was

greater than at first reported. Twenty
thousand ' eases of 'cans, valued at $15,+

000;: 25 néts, valued at $4000; and ether

material valued. at $6000, together with
gifs &ﬁldim. dma.chhm,‘=‘> otd.,~” worth
000, were destroyed, making a total

oL I0000.:: The daex. & Srll porred
y insurance.. :The. cannery. during. the
seagon; was to packronly flats-and hailf:

Deceased was ‘i1 years of age. -

There ‘

agitation for a
smelter in Vancouver, the history of the !

ton cannery will be run to its fullest cg-
pacity, which was net intended prey
to the fire.

W. H. Falding, R. L. Reid and Jamesg
Galbraith have been appointed guardians
of the children of the late Dr. Cooper.

Haying is general all over the district
The crop will be an excellent one eversy.
where. ’

A carload of canned salmon was shig.
ged east by Alexander Ewan on Satyr.

ay.

ious

* & =
KOOTENAY.
Rossland Miner.

On the 27th Mrs. White breathed he,
last, after a long, tedious sickness.

The Indian school under the auspices
of the Hpiscopal Sisters is in a prosper-
ous condition and doing a good and muci
needed work. There are something over
twenty now in attendance, ranging from
the age of eight to eighteen, but most of
them from ten to fourteen.

John Chinaman holds out at Yale, and
is not likely to desert it, while the faiti.-
ful Fraser brings down her anntal quo-
ta of gold from mountain ranges.

Our thermometer registered 100 in the
shade on the 27th and 28th ult.. after
some two weeks of low temperature.

ine river is a perpetual study to tho
old timer and is watched with as much
care as the barometer by mariners,
{ There is here at Yale what is called the
iChilliwack rock, a large boulder on the
‘ south bank, and in full view of the towi.
When the water covers this rock Chjl.
liwack is under water. At present tho
sign post lifts its head high above the
angry flood.

* 2 =

The Ledge.

| Manager Maecfarlane says that tle
i branch of the B. C. Iron Works will be

i erected at Nelson, a site having been
secured near the railway wharf.
| A recent 'location on Lemon creel
 shows an assay of $54-in gold and 12 1-2
ounces silver.
| Kaslo has more saloons than any other
: town of-its size in Canada. It also sup-
ports a hox-rustling theatre, the only
one of the kind allowed to do business
{ in the Dominion.

Six teams commenced Monday to haul
ore from the Slocan Star.

The Silver King sent out 34 tons of
ore last week to Newark, N. J.

A. Beamer has purchased the Eldorado
mine, Trail, for $22,000.

'I:he Ruth shipped 28 tons, two of
which were carbonates, in June.

Ben Finnell has made an elegant cop-
per strike five miles north of Rossland
! _The.Pilot Bay smelter is keeping up
-zlts shipment of bullion, of 20 tons per
. day.

A six-foot Vein of $60 ore has bee
i Struck on the Le Roi, Trail, only a fe£
‘?ur:idre;i Bfeet; from “the -hotel. Superin-
, tenden ent made th i i
ion the surface, SSlgnaysh it o

YALRE,

_’l ne A}ttention of Judge Bole when
sitling  in ‘the- connty court was ealled .
to the fact that for ‘want of a stipend:.
Yigions. of the Small Debts Act, 1895,
were not available, as for small amounts,
under. $100, the county court is foo ex.
persive a tribunal.

‘,'I_'h,e fruit harvest promisés to be plen-
tiful.

The water in, the Fraser. is 17 feet
lower than atithe same time in 1894,

Bdward Stout. superintendent of the
Pringe. Albert Flat Mining Co., has a
2ang of men hard at work building
fivmes. and making sluices, so that.all
the plant will be in order for extensive

washing as soon as the Fraser river re-
cedes.

DEATH ON THE RAIL.V

Two Excursion  Trains Collide ' Near
Montreal—Fifteen Killed.

Montreal, July 9.—There was a ter-
rible smashup on the Grand Trunk at
Creig’s road, fourteen miles on this siue
of Levis, this morning, in which upwards
of fifteen people were killed. Two spec-
ial traing left Sherbrooke last night. en
route: to the :shrine of Ste. Anne de

B(-z_mpre with pilgrims. The . second
train. pitched into the first with terriic
force. A wrecking train was immediately
sent out from Levis. The passeugors
vere chiefly pilgrims from Sherbrooke,
Richmerd and Windsor Mills. Among
the known victims of the wreck are:
Father Mercier, killed instantly; Father
Deghan, fatally injured: -J. Linlan,
Grand Trurk travelling passenger agent,
badly injured: Two  Pullman passen-
gers-were killed outright and the colored
rorter died from: his injuries.. M'he first
section stopped -at Craig’s road ‘station
to take water and was standing there
when the second. passing the semaphore,
dashed into the rear of the last Pull-
man coach, smashing it into kindlhng
weod. - It is. said that every one in the
car except the Pullman conductor. wbho
j irmped off in time ‘to save his life, is
| klled. MelLeod, the engineer. and Fer-
kins, the fireman of the second engire,
were both. killed outright. 'The tollowing
r¢sidents of Richmond were kiMled it the
wreck: Charles Bedard, Miss Bedard,
Hector Meleod, Richard Perkins. Hes.
I'ather Mosher, Rev. Father Dignon and
Mr. Logan:

STRIKE AT BALLARD.

Water - Ditch - Diggers - Want ‘an_ [n-
crease From: $1.25 to $1.50.

Ballard, - July 9.—~To-day the whole
of the work on:the water pipe ditching
is stopped by a 'general strike "of the
laborers. - The men ‘have ‘been " gétting
$1.25.per - day and ask" for: $1.50. ' The
sub-contractors.-for ‘the work, ‘Flyan '&
Hammer, took the job of ditching at 13
cents .@ yard, and @s at this Price thay
cannot afford a higher ‘wage than $1.25,
it is expeeted the contraet will be throwa
up and new men put to work. " The

al agent - of the Mdrtin Pipe &

flats, which work’ will fiow be' ﬂi,!,t!‘!bﬂ?:.‘{ﬂmdv ndry company, who have the origin-

ed, with ‘the canmery, crew,.

among. tt
company’s other canneries. The Welling-

; ni - i8 in the eit adjust-
fag the ma e?. ety to-day t:

eficial ‘pro-

v




