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NSPORT CONDITIONS

Sworn Evidence at Court of Enquiry Reveals Vermin-
Haunted Quarters, Bad Food, Crowding of Cripples Into
Lower Decks, and Jailing of Men Where There Was No

Escape if Hit

(Special to Toronto Star.)

Ottawa, April 2—The following brief
synopsis of the evidence given under
oath at the court of inquiry held at Ot-
tawa into conditions on transports earry-
ing wounded soldiers back to
commencing on or about March 12 an
ending March 18, has unusual interest.

Some of the witnesses’ evidence had
to be taken at their beside in hospital,
in one case one was and his evi-
dence was given for him by his brother.
‘This soldier has since ‘died and ' was
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]there were lots of them kept locked up
! allowed to the men were blocked up and
'rlmnjng over. Lots of evidence showed
that the men tried in the proper mili-
tary manner to have grievances reme-
died, both as regards food and quarters,
and did not, as alleged by some inter-
ested dfartlec, create disturbances. One
| and testified to ‘the change of treat-
ment they received on reaching Canada.
‘No remedy, however, according to evi-
dence, was' forthcoming on board ' ship,
and as there was lots of room on all
ships, where the men could have been
placed in better quarters, and thus
avoided being confined to the lower
decks where the the heat from the boiler
rooms, etc., and the fact that no port-
holes are allowed open, makes the at-

.| mosphere of these decks unfit for human

beings, much less wounded and invalided
men, .

No Becape i Torpedoed.

. Very clear and positive evidenee was
given showing some soldiers had been
‘ placed in the clink or guard room which
is situsted on one of the lower decks
and were locked in, so that if the ship
was these ' unfortunate men
would have been  drownedl ike rats in
a trap. This oceurred on two ships and
was swarn to positively by witnesses
who tried to open the door in one case.
In the other case witness saw the ord
ly officer unlock the doer and nelocka?;
during his tour of inspection.
Captain Got Men Released,

On a certain tramsport one witness
who was on sentry at the ship's bridge
swore that he heard the ship’s ca
| have an altercation with the O. C.

any
muvaly of one man
for two and a
tried to pass cigar-
There was a sentry
up and down in
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ted, money.
Q:ll:',l’loot of evidence was given of this
na
food and good food, too, Bitter com-

throughout the voyage, and those few
i and cripples were given berths.

| Mutiny on Board Ship.

| the part of the officers. But one and

plaints were also made of the herding
of men on the upper decks of ships while
a few offiecers and first-class passengers
used a very large part of the ship for
promenade, quite out of proportion to
their numbers. Some ships, however,
had better arrangements made in this
regard.

Bitter complaints were made time and
again of staff sergeants and others be-
ing given staterooms who had never been
to France, whilst cripples from the
trenches had to go down to.the bottom
decks in the steerage without berths, and
if they were unable to get into their
hammocks they slept on the mess tables
or on the floor.

One witness said he would rather have
been cross in a troopship. This man was
given a ticket, but no berth. He made
personal inspection, and found lots of
vacant cabins on C deck; afterwards he

Disgraceful scenes oécurred on board,
and troops hooted the O. C.; also sailors
on board hissed the O. C. and openly
threatened to throw him overboard. The
captain of the ship intervemed to pre-
serve order and allotted deck space’ him-
self.

Another witness who travelled on
Dec. 29th last, saw cripples who had

was put on duty for twelve hours at a
time. He paraded to the O. C, and
complained, but without effect. He had
his kit stolen and saw sailors wearing
military clothing, got very filthy, etc.
He knew a of a woman who he was told
was the wife of a soldier overseas, who
was found by a private of the C. A.M.C.,
who hearing her moaning went to her
cabin, of. which she was the sole occu~
pent, and found her unconscious. She
bad given birth-to a child; the child was
lying dead on the bed. He went with
the private to' the woman’s cabin and
saw both woman and dead child. The
child had been dead for from twenty-
four to forty-eight hours, so the M. O.
said afterwards. She was in a four-
‘berth cabin on C deck.

Utter Distegard for Cripples.

Quite a lot of evidence was given
throughout showing utter disregard for
the cripples and invalids, where lots of
better accommodation could have been
had; that the men presented thelr griev-
ances properly, but without  redress;
that they were lashed and goaded in
some instances into a state of mutiny,
and hooted their O. C’s on parade and
on leaving ship; showing gross lack of
control and incompetency and an utter
disregard for the laws of humanity,

spoke in the highest terms  of their
treatment on reaching the port of dis-
embarkation, after entraining, with two

| Bvidenice of Dying Paralytic.

show there was no scareity of | fi

exceptions. Here the coach was col
and some caught cold and one contracted
pneumonia.

Witnesses also said that the rules laid
down by the Admiralty regarding boat
drill were not carried out, and the orders
forbidding doors to be fastened or lock-
ed, so that in the event of a crisis no
one would be deprived of a chance for
his life and drowned like a rat in a trap.
Another order apparently disregarded,
was that no troops returning home in-
valided can be imprisoned or confined,
without first being examined by a board
and pronounced able and fit to stand the
punishnent. As the highest category of
returning invalided and wounded troops
is C 8, no one can be confined without
first being examined by a board similar
to the one which examined him at Bux-
ton.

Evidex;:e of Pte. C. Slack, given for his
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Instant Relief for Sore, Aching,
Tender, Calloused Feet
and Corns

You're footsick! Your fest feel tired,

'ed-np, chafed, achihg, sweaty, and
%ﬂd “Tis.”
? makes feet remarkanbly fresh

and sore-proof, ‘“Tiz” takes the pain and
burn right out of corns, callouses and
bunijons. “Tie"” {s the grandest foot-
gladdener the world has ever known,
Get a 98-cont hox of "“Tis" at any
drug store and end foot torture for a
whole year, Never have tired, aching,
sweaty, smelly feet; your shoes will fit
no and you'll enly wish yon had tried

to be lifted into their hammocks on the|
Bottom deck. He was a cripple, but;
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Two Years' lilness
Gured By Two Boxes

Joseph Lareuche Tells of ‘Dodd’s Kid-
ney Pills

He Suffered From Cramips in The
Muscles and Headaches, But Now
He is Well Again

Lac Bouchette, Lac St. Jean Co., Que,
April 8—(Special)—“I can assure you
Dodd’s Kidney Pills made me well.” So
says M. Joseph Larouche, well known
and highly respected here. For two years
he was a sufferer from cramps in the
muscles and headaches. He was treat-
ed by a doctor, but got no permanent)
relief till he used Dodd’s Kidney Pills.

“You may publish my statement that
Dodd’s  Kidney Pills made me well,”
says Mr. Larouche in an interview. “I
was ill two years. I had cramps in my
muscles, and suffered from terrible head-
aches. Two boxes of Dodd’s Kidney
Pills cured me.” o

That Mr. Larouche’s troubles came'’
from his kidneys is evidenced by the fact

|
|

kidney remedy. The reason they are
credited with: cures of rheumatism, lum-'
bago, dropsy, backache, diabetes and!
heart disease is that all of these were|
either kidney diseases or diseases vaused
by sick kidneys.

e ————————————eee |
brother, Pte, Gilbert Ross. Slack, who\
was dying at'the time of taking evi-|
dence: !

My brother was taken onboard a ship |
last September, suffering from paralysis,
caused by injury to his spine through:
shrapnel. He was taken to a ward,where
there were about twenty other patients,'
at least eight of whom were epileptics,
or men who were subject to fits. He
was paralyzed from the waist down and
required diet and very special treatment
twice daily. There were men almost
continuously ‘in fits, two or three at once,
and as this greatly distressed my broth-
er, I asked the captain in charge of the
ward to have him moved into angther
room. This was refused on the plea of
insufficient space, but the orderly ,told
me’ he knew of at least twenty empty
beds on the next déck higher up. I could'
j not get my brothetr moved, so I stayed
with him all through the daytime, but at

on night had to go doewn to my own room, of the brutality shown in
all: the bottom deck of the ship, E deck. |

No Treatment for Ten Days. {

d‘ ., The food my brother. got in the hos-

pital in England was a special one, but
on the ship they gave him the ordinary
diet for soldiers, and I spoke to the cap-
tain in charge of the ward, telling him
what my brother “had been getting in
England, and asked him for better food,
but this was /not done. The special
treatment which my brother’s condition
necessitated twice. daily was ~not per-
formed at all on the ship, so that it was
not done from the time he left Englana
until he reached Halifax, and the “voyage
lasted just over ten days. I complained
to the ward captain, and he told the or-'
derly to look after:my brother well, but
the orderly did not seem to understand
his work,, * As there were no nursing sis- |
ters ‘on the: boat at:all, we had to depend !
on him. - I am sure my brother was in!
a worse conditiofiiom -reaching Halifax,
but as he was. zed I do not think
he suffered pain: ~1 would like to state
most emphatically | the great kindness
shown to him by everyone in Canada,
especially the Hospital commission. They
did all they could for him, and went out
of their way to help him in every way
possible, but I do feel strongly on the
wav he was used on the ship. I was{
wounded myself and evacuated for same,
and am now: discharged.

Note—This man was buried with mili-
tary honors on Thursday, 21st inst., and
was given one of the largest funerals
ever witnessed in Ottawa. Nearly 100
wreaths were sent. His case has caused
a lot of feeling through the district.

Men Threw Out Eggs.

Sworn evidence of T. Mullen, 14th Bat-
talion:

Served thirty months in France, was
wounded and .sent back as a cot case.
Should have had special diet but did
not. ' Eggs were rotten without excep-
tion, and were Egyptian eggs and very
small in size. Men used to throw them
out through the port holes. Men lined up
in queues at wicket and were issued food
on tin plates. Sometimes got no knife
or fork to eat with. When asked for
one the orderly told me, “What's the
matter with you, you never got knives
and forks to eat with in the trenches.”
Had ‘to wait a long time in line to get
food, which was very hard on me as I
was on sticks, but at Hallifax was given
two crutches, |

There was no dining room on ship,
and I had to go back down to my room
and eat sitting on the edge of my bunk
as there were no chalrs, Dessert, If lny‘
wag served, eame on the same plates,
which were not washed, My wound
which was In adheslve plaster, was not
dressed once during the voyage, which
was about twelve days, I complalned to
the orderly officor about the food, but
nothing was done, I complalned about

“Tis” sooner, Acecept no substitute,

my wound alse, was told to see my own

officer,. but co.uld not see -him to do sc.l

I had to stand in line every day half an
hour for boat drill; and this was hard
on me as I could not sit down.

I came on the same ship as Bert Slack
and he was in my opiiiion on too low a
deck to have had a chance of being saved
if we had been: hit by ‘a torpedo, aslots
of others with him would have had to
be carried up those decks in their beds.
There were no nursing sisters en the
ship, we had to depend on orderlies, who
did not seem to be on their job.

DECRADING THE SYMBUL:

.(Toronto. Globe.)

The recent report on the transport of
British prisoners of war to Germany
makes sad and even ‘terrible reading. We
have, unfortunately, become accustomed
to the diabolical cruelty of Prussia, but
there are times when the peculiar atrocit-
ies seem to go to the very heart of life.
The testimony of a number of officers
and men strikes one note continualiy;

each of these men bears witness to the |
atrocious conduct of the women of the |

‘German Red Cross. “In- all the evidence
there is not a single ‘record that a mem-
ber of. this society, pledged as it is to

that he found a cure in Dodd’s Kidney | the ministration of the wounded, ever did ‘
Pills. They are simply and purely a| an act of kindness to the British pris- !

oners. There are isolated instances -of

German privates succeeding in giving the

men under their escort a cigarette, or
a drink of coffee, or a piece of bread,
but the report emphasizes throughout

{ the loathsome ‘conduct of ‘the women. |
i We are told that “the Red Cross otficials ;
and women brought soup to the train,;

showed it to the British, then took it

{ away, calling them swine and black—i

guards.”

The women ‘were almo-t worse in this
respect than the men. One officer saw
Red Cross women spit in the soup before
offering it to them, while another tells
of a woman who brought a‘glass of wat-
er and spit in it first. In general, it is
said that “the Red Crosé representatives

were everywhere the most venomous™

One statement made by an officer 1s par-
ticularly impressive. He says that
throughout the journey from Cambrai
“the conduct of the German women,
especially those dressed as Red Cross
nurses, was revolting and barbarous be-
yond words, and as the result of the con-
tinuous brutality of Red Cross women
to prisoners, many prisoners of war have
still a repugnance on seeing the Red
Cross armlet.” The same testimony has
been borne by Canadian soldiers who
have arrived from the‘front. They speak
| connection
with the stripping 'off of bandages by
the German Red Cross nurses.

All these deplorable and disgraceful
actions show the woeful lack of chivalry
to a brave foe which, it must be admit-
ted, has been recorded of the Prussians
throughout history. One of our cap-
tains, badly wounded, tells_ how he was
put into a cattle truck with nine wound-
ed German privates and another English
officer. On stopping opposite an out-
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going troop train the soldiers crowded
aroound to see the prisoners and one be-

n talking to the British officer in Eng-
f‘i:h, telling him what fools the E.ngli h
were and how soon they were going to
be beaten. Then followed physical
abuse, and it was only the movemenfc of
the train which prevented more serious
trouble. :

It is unutterably sad to think that no
attempt was made by any of the Ger-
man officers to restrain this ferocity. In-
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deed, it is said in the report that om
several occasions when the German in-
habitants offered the British prisoners
food the German officers explained that,
as the prisoners were English, they were
not to receive it. The treatment given
to French and Belgian prisoners is for
more humane, the dafference being evi-
dently planned with the purpose of :se-
curing dissension between the Allies.
There is just one consolation, that dur-
ing the progress of British _prisoners
through Belgium and France determin-
ed efforts were made hy the women of
these countries to feed the men, and in
spite of the abuse and blows of the
Germans they actually accomplished
their aim of bringing food and drink
to the wounded. When German women
behave in this barbarous way to the sick
and wounded, it is difficult to hold the
view that we are not at war with the
German people,

From this significant and brutal pic-
ture it is a relief to turn to something
altogether different, if only to remind us
that even the awful brutality now men-
tioned is not absolutely universal. One of
the magnanimous deeds of the war
which stands in such magnificent con-
trast to this brutality is told in Con-
ingsby Dawson’s “Carry On:”

“During one fierce engagement a Brit-
ish officer saw a German officer im-
paled on the barbed wire, writhing In
anguish. The fire was dreadful, yet he
still hung there unscathed. At length
the British officer could stand - it no
longer. He said, quietly: ‘I can’t bear
to look at that poor chap any longer.
So he went out under the hail.of shell,
releagsed him, took him on his shoulders,
and carried him to the German trench.
The firing ceased. Both sides watched
the act with wonder, Then the Com-
mander in the German trench came for-
ward, took from his own bosom the Iron
Cross, and pinned it on the breast of the
British officer.”

ess and children lave them. il

As the author says, “such an episode
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is true to the holiest ideas of chivalry;”
and it is all the more welcome because
the German record is stained by so many
acts of barbarism which the world finds.
it difficult if not impossible, to forgive.

The Strawberry Bed.

A poor stand of strawberry plants is
often the result of late planting. Order
the plants and have them on hand eatly
in the spring §o that they may be'set
out at the earliest opportunity., Have
the bed well prepared as for a garden
crop. Mark the rows off three and onc-
half or four feet apart and set the plants
every one-and one-half or two feet in
the row. Place the plants so that the
crowns are just above the ground, and
firm the earth well about the roots.

Before planting, if the roots are too
long, they should be shortened in as it
is no advantage to have them long’r
than four or five inches. It is a wecll-
known fact that plants absorb water by
means of their roots and give water up
to the air through their leaves. In a
newly set plant, which has not yet be-
come established in the soil, the absorp-
tion of water is very slow, but the loss
of water  through the leaves continues.
In a dry seasen, therefore, we should
reduce this loss to & minimum, by re-
moving all leaves which have opened
when we transplant; ordinarily two
leaves are left. Do not expose the plants
unnecessarily to the drying effects of the .
wind and sun, but keep them shaded and
moist while planting.
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MUTT AND JEFF—EVERYTHING IS QUIET
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ALONG OFFICER SEVEN'S BEAT

(COFYRIGHT, §947, BY H, C. FISHER, TRADE MARK REGISTERED IN CANADA.)
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