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NEW BRUNSWICK TELEPHONE CO
APPLIES FOR INCREASED RATES

Application Filed With Public Utilities Commission Here
Wednesday Declares That With Existing Revenue
Company Cannot Maintain Plant at Necessary Stand-

ard, Pay Sufficient Wag es and Dividends.

The Public Utilities Commission
their quarterly meeting here Wednesday

at

afternoon received an application from

i real estate, buildin
ous equipment an

cation follows:
To the Board of Commissioners of Pub-

lic Utilities for New Brunswick: 308,779.82. The company’s books

| Telephone Company, Limited, hum- items of $1,407,851.48.
bly showeth: ‘

the cost of giving telephone service has issued of $1,275,960.
greatly increased since 1911, the last time

; : ; ; ; {on
this board dealt .wnth the question of g, t 30 1919, a total of $924,524.11.
rates of your petitioner.

ATHLETES—Muscu- | $270,806.25.
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Try a tube today. : l
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| period under consideration,
a total of $924,524.11 on these

i tion reserve fund.

i from the fund during that period.

| By the judgment of this Board ren-|
dered under date of July 31, 1911, the'
Board accepted Professor Hammond V.
0 Hayes valuation of the company’s plant,
the New Brunswick Telephone Company, which was made up to December 8lst,

Limited, for a general Increase in rates. 1910, and which after being subjected to

The full text of the company’s appli- depreciation amounted to $1,219,392.86,

stores, miscellane-
supplies, $89,386.96,
making a total depreciated value of $1,-
on
the Petition of the New Brunswick March 31, 1911, showed a total for these

At that date tthe capital stock of the
u C 1,175,960, with $100,000
In common with all other commodities 0? ng;gf,mwr::, %; a Yotal wof siuritics

Since that date the Company has spent
fixed assets from March 31, 1911, to

uring this period the Company re-
[ceived - from the sale of capital stock
| $568,097 and used therefrom $59,000 to
redeem debentures and $211,806.24 to
create a liquid reserve fund, a fotal of
This left a balance from
the sale of capital stock available to be
| spent on plant, real estate, buildings and
| miscellaneous equipment of $297,790.75.
| As above shown, there has, during the
been spent
items.
{ This leaves a balance of $626,733.336
which was borrowed from the deprecia-

This depreciation fund has also been
{used to increase the Company’s current
lassets. to the extent of $144;580.96, over
, and above the increase in current liabili-
The amounts
used from thi$ fund for both purposes
are, therefore, $771,264.32, of which $9,-
164234 is carried as a surplus, leaving
{ $761;621.98 as the net amount borrowed

£79,061.62, and on_Sept. 80, 1919, was
$840,688.50, it shows an Increase of $761,
'621.98, the amount shown in the perceq-
ing paragraph as having been used for
carrying on the operatigns of the com-
pany. The details of where this money,
was used will be submitted in evidence.

1 his depreciation of reserve has aver-
'aged, since 1910, 6.4 per cent. on plant
value. Of the sum of $840,683.50, shown
above, all but $211,806.25, used to create
a liquid reserve, has been used to provide
additional plant and equipment, the bene-
‘fits of which have accurred to the users
of the Company’s service, by giving them
the use during the period mentioned of
$629,877.25 of plant or money on which
no dividend bad to be provided. This
use of the reserve fund must now cease,
owing to the necessity of making exteny

ravages of time, obsolescence and in-
adequacy.
To illustrate this point, the plant in
| St. John must be replaced and recon-
structed to an extent involving the use
' of over $500,000. The equipment in the
| growing towns of Campbellton, Chatham,
| Newcastle, Sackville, Sussex and St
‘Stephen must be replaced, because of the
necessity for installation of common bat-
tery service and of obsolescence. This
involves change in switchboards and
telephones and reconstruction to outside
plant at a cost of over $100,000, all
chargeable to replacement. The growth
i of general business .in our whole terri-
tory, particularly in our exchanges in
Mn-cton and Fredericton. and the extra-
ordinary demands for toll as well as
{ €aviunge servace in Lluese two cities, in-
'volves the exependitures of further large
amounts to arrange plant and euipment
{in order to meet ‘new conditions and
improve the servicee The demands of
modern business require long distance
‘connections with Boston, New York,
Montreat and other points. In order to
give this service, substantial changes and
improvements in the toll plant must be
made, due to the fact that advances in
‘demands for toll service of this char-
acter have rendered certain parts of our
‘toll equipment unsuitable. Coming with
the furnishing of long haul service of this
character will be the necessity of greater
'engineering expense and a higher stand-
| ard of maintenance and operation.
i The greater part of the above expendi-
ture must be made from the Reserve
Fund, as the claims of depreciation and
obsolescence must now be met and the
moneys temporarily borrowed from de-
preciation reserve, instead of being ob-
tained from banks or shareholders, must
‘now be returned and devoted to the uses
for which the fund was created. To
; obtain this money for replacement pur-
| 'poses above outlined it will be necessary

| As the total reserve fund, in 1911, was' to sell stock on which dividends must
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Cutlery and Leather
Goods Form Plzasing
and Practical Gits

f

appreciated than a good, reliable Timepiece for the living-
room, den, library, bedroom or boudoir. '

Among the useful gifts for the home, few will be more

Our Clock Section presents a very comprehensive range of
sizes, styles, and finishes, in cases of Oak, Mahogany, Black
Enamel with Ornamental Pillars, French Ivory, Gilt effect,
and Leather Cased Travellers’ Clocks, all reliable time-keep-
ers.

The friend of folks in all walks of life. Big Ben, like
Great Men, is faithful, steady, and keeps his appointments
promptly. Be sure to have Big Ben on your gift-list.

Fine English Cutlery

We have a limited quantity of the Finest English Cut-
lery, which is none too plentiful just now, our line including
Richly Cased Carving Sets, Knives, Forks, Pocket Knives and
Razors. : :

Inspect this excellent line while the range is complete.

Also a complete line of LEATHER GOODS, embracing
Dressing Sets, Writing Portfolios, Music Rolls, Purses, Shop-
ping Bags, Bill Folds, Wallets, ete.

KING STREET STORE ce GROUND FLOOR

W.H.Thorne & Co., Ltd.

Stores open till 10 o’clock p. m., from now until Christmas Eve.

|

; costs were lower.

| In the fiscal year ended March 381,
11919, the revenue per station was $30.86,
" while the expense amounted to $25.78,
showing a' net revenue of $5.08 per

l f

' 1919, calculated per station:
Operating, maintenance, general
i ‘expenses and depreciation fig-

\

=d

H
; parties in the County of St.
John. Application forms may bhe
il

‘be paid, entailing additional earnings of

{ ‘about $48,000 annually.

’  The company is also under the neces-
sity of providing additional revenue to
meet the changed labor conditions of the
community. The rate of wages during
the period since the judgment of t.e
board was delivered has increased about
eighty per cent. During the period of
the war the increase was much more
marked than in the preceding years, and

In view of the extraordinary conditions
which then prevailed the company had
to conduct its business with as little in-
crease in the number of employes as
possible. Because of * this restriction,
i the plant has not received the super-
| vision- or maintenance which it has re-
quired. This is evident from the fact
taat in 1911 the labor cost per station
' for operating, maintenance and general
' charges was $9.46, while in the first six
! months of 1919 it was at the rate of
| $12.74 per year, an increase of only
| about 34 per cent. To emphasize the
i run-down condition of the piant from a
! maintenance standpoint at the present
| time, your petitioner desires to point out
i that in 1911 the total maintenance cost
| per station, including labor and material,
' was $6.86. In 1918-19 the cost for these
items was exactly the same, showing no
increase in money spent to maintain the
{ plant. As during the period covered,
| cwing to the rate of wages having in-
creased about eighty per cent, and
prices of materials having increased over
| 100 per cent., it will be seen that less
| maintenance work must of necessity
| have been dome in order to have kept
the maintensnce cost per station down
to the same figures as in the years when

station during a period when mainten-
: ance has been neglected and when econ-
' omies seriously affecting the service had
"to be practiced. If the expenditure on
maintenance had been kept up during
the war period to the actual re-
| quirements of the plant, or in other
| words, if as much work had been
'done and as much material used as
| in pre-war days, at the increased cost of
| ¢iguty per cent. in labor and 100 per
| cent. in materiul, the actual cost per
| st tion in the fiscal year ended March
31, 1919, would have been $30.60, leaving
| 2 net revenue of twenty-six cents per
station available for dividends. It is
essential that this inerease in mainten-
snce should now be made; otherwise,
| the plant must be depreciated in value
ond rendered greatly less capable of
siving the service which the public de-
! mands and to which it is entitled. Be-
sides this the employes of the company
must in future be paid an increase in
' wages aggregattng $72,000 yearly. In
' nddition to this a substantial increase in
| the number of employes is imperatively
Lecessary.

The following is the estimated fi-
nancial position of the company for the
next twelve months, from November 1,

ured on basis of actual cost for

the last six months

maintenance wages and
mzterial required to keep plant
up to standard

Increase in wages

. Return on investment at $100 per

station

26.98

I
i Increased

|

. Revenue per station under present

Average increase per station re-

COUNTY LOCAL HOUSING
BOARD

We are prepared to receive
app.ications for loans 6 on
houses now in course of erec-
tion or contemplated by private

had by applying to P. 0. Box
668, or to Thomas K. Sweeney,
| Secretary-Treasurer, 109 Prince
William Street, City.

ALEX. WILSON,

Chairman.

sive replacements to plant, due.to the’

l-party 1m8 c.ccoaceenave.

which for 28,700 stations now in use
amounts to $264,492.

It is evident, therefore, that the com-
pany, whose revenue for 1918-19° was
8619,016.95 is faced with the necessity
of an increase of about forty per cent
of th:t amount. Part of this increase
must be borne by the long distance sys-
tem whose earnings have been induded
in the calculation of ‘revenue per sta-
tion. The remainder must be equitably
distributed among other telephone users.
The company presents herewith new
schedules which it is estimated will pro-
vide the necessary revenue. The in-
crease required will not, of course, be
$11.16 for each telephone in use, but
will be a distribution of that amount per
station over the whole business of the
company, both exchange service and long
distance, :

Your petitioner desires to point out
that its present average revenue per sta-
tion is $31.64—with the proposed addi-
tion it would be $42.80. In the prov-
ince of Nova Scotia the Public Utjlities
Commission has recently authorized an
increase of the revenue per station of
the Maritime Telephone Company to an
average of $50.85 for precisely similar
causes. The negessity of early consid-
eration of this case is due to the fact
that the company in the public interest
has postponed the rebuilding of impor-
tant parts of its system during the war
period hoping for an early termination
of the struggle and a return to normal
prices, so that we have now arrived at
a stage when postponement of action
can no longer be considered. We must
at once proceed with the work and in
order to do so large sums of money
must be secured from the public, not
only to carry out our rebuilding and
maintenance programme, but in order
to carry on telephohe development in
all parts of the province, particulgrly in
the construction of toll lines. %n the
year 1918-19 the company did not earn
its dividends by $17,673.06. Unless eafly
relief is afforded by this commission, the
vear 1919-20 which ends on March' 81st,
1920, will witness a serious impairment
of the company’s power to pay divi-
dends. ; !

Facing as the company does the neces-
sity of raising large sums of money, the
need of an~unimpaired dividend record
fs imperative and cannot be too strong-
ly urged upon this board.

Your petitioner therefore prays:

1. That your board may deelare that
the company requires an additional an-
nual revenue of $264,000, or such sum
as in the opinion of the board may be

nenscanTT,

2. That your board may order that]

the schedules of tolls and charges here-
to annexed be adopted in lieu of those
at present in force.

And your petitioner as in duty bound
will ever pray, etec.

Dated this 17th day of December,
1919,

THE NEW BRUNSWICK TELE-

PHONE COMPANY, LIMITED.

Qy (Sgd.) A. W. McMackin,
Secretary-Treasurer.
 The following is the new schedule of
rates as affecting St. John:

Group V1., exchange service rates. Ap-
plving in exchan, with 5,000 to 12,000
subscribers’ stations. Free mileage—One
mile from arbitrary centre, .
Unlimited Ex- Rate per year.
change service. Business. Residence.
$36.00
g-party line ..ccecee 80.00
4-party line .c.cecocveacae 27.00
Farmer line $42.00 83.00

Measured exchange service. Rate per
month: 1-party line, guarantee, in-
cluding 60 exchange messages available
during the month, business $3.00; resi-
dence, $3.00.

Next 100 messages used during the
month, 3 cents each.

All over 160 messages used during the,
‘month, 2% cents each. i

Al calls under measured service shall,
be on the two number method. :

In the case of measured service, all
calls for “Information” other than those

sess

—proper service -charges—having to do,
with matters between the subscribers
calling and the company, shall be treat-
ed as calls subject te regular message'
rate. )
When the average number of com-:
pleted calls per day for five consecutive,
days in any wegk as found by the board,
of commissioners of public utilities or
its agent from a flat rate station exceeds,
in the case of: %-party line, 15 per days’
2-party line, 12 per day; 4-party line, 8
per day; the contract for such flat ratc!
service, after the notice hereinafter pre-
| scfibed has been giyen to the subscriber.
| shall be terminated and service thereun-
| der discontinued.
| Upon a count of the completed calls
{ being made by the board or its agent

- 'showing that the completed calls from

'any flat rate station exceed the number
| set out above, such finding shall be com-
| munieated to the compa.. The com-
: pany shall thereupon give such subscrib-
“er ten days’ notice in writing to the ef-
| fect that his contract for flat rate service
. with such line will, on the first day of'
!the month succeeding the expiry of
'such notice, be terminated and serviee
| thereunder discontinued. From such day,
isuch subscriber’s contract shall be ter-
minated and such service discontinued.
| In the event of a contract being ter-
{'minated as above any new contract
taken thereafter from such subscriber
{shall be for‘service of a higher class or
'{or measured service, as the case may

e
| Settlement of all service to be on a‘
l;monthly basis. :
. Pay station service:

1-party Tine—Monthly gunarantee $8;
' commission of 20 per cent on revenues'
. from exchange toll service in excess of
$3.50 per month, plus 10 per cent. on
'{ocal tolls ~and long distance messages

not to exceed 10 cents on any one mes-

sege.

4-party line—Monthly guarantee $2.50;
commission of 20 per cent. on revenues
from efchange toll service in excess of
$3 per month, and 10 per cent on local
tolls and long distance messages not to
exceed 10 cents on any one message.

Receiving line service—l-party line in
connection with measured service, $30
per year.

The rate quoted is for standard wall
set. Additional charge for desk set $1.20
per year: flexinhone $2.40 per year.

SUSSEX PERSONALS,
(Sussex Record.)

Mr. and Mrs, Harry Wallace returned
on Monday from a trip to Boston and
New York. :

Mr, and Mrs. Burton Corey and chil-
dren of Gret~-~- Alta., are guests of
Mrs. Corey’s parents, Dr. W. it
Mrs. White.

Albert A. McFadzen of Cabano, P. Q.,

death of their mother, Mrs." Annie Mc-
Fadzen. N

Mr, and Mrs, Walter F. Lutz an-
nounce the engagement of their daugh-
!ter, Ida Beatrice, to John Masters Bar-
ton of Torryburn, wedding to take place
in January.

Sydney L. Reidle of Sydney, Man, is
here on a visit to his sister, Mrs. Fred
Nodwell,

Mrs. George Hope of Sussex Corner
intends leaving for England on Satur-
day, where she purposes spending sev-
eral months.

SACKVILLE PERSONALS.
(Sackville Tribune.)

R. G. Sharp of St. John is acting as
teller in the Provincial Bank here,

Mr, Sear of Sussex is taking Mr.
Smith’s place as teller in the Royal Bank,
Mr, Smith leaves in a few days for Hali-
fax.

Miss Edith Fisher of Gardner, Mass.,
is in Sackville, being called here by the
death of her mother, the late Mrs. Or-
manda Fisher. :

Doctors Stand Amazed at Power
" of Bon-Opto to Make Weak Eyes
Strong---According to Dr. Lewis

Guaranteed to Strengthen Eyesight 50%
In One Week’s Time in Many Instances

A Free Prescription You Can Have
Filled and Use at Home

Philadelphia, Pa. Victims of eye strain
and other eye weaknesses, and those who
wear glasses, will be glad to know that
according to Dr. Lewis there is real hope
and help for them. Many whose eyes
were failing say they have had their eyes
restored by this remarkable prescription
and many who once wore glasses say
théy have thrown them away. One man
says, after using it: “I was almost blind.
Could not see to read at all. Now I can
read everything without my glasses and
my eyes do not hurt any more. At night
they would pain dreadfully. Now they
feel fine all the time. It was like a
miracle to me.” A lady who used it says:
“The atmosphere seemed hazy with or
without glasses, but after using this pre-
scription for 15 days everything seems
clear. I can read even fine print with-
out glasses.” Another who used it says:
“I was bothered with eye strain caused
by overworked, tired eyes which induced
fierce headaches. I have worn glasses for
several years both for distance and work,
and without, them I could not read my
own name on an envelope or the type-
writing on the machine before me. I can
lo both now and have discarded my loag
listance glasses altogether. I can count
he.fluttering leaves on the trees across
he street nmow, which for several years

iwve looked like a dim green blur to me.

cannot express my joy at what it has
tone for me.”

It is believed that thousdnds who wear
7lasses can now discard them in 2 reasor

able time and multitudes more will be
able to strengthen their eyes so as to be
spared the trouble and expense of ever
getting glasses, Eye troubles of many
descriptions may be wonderfully benefited
by the use of this prescription. Go to any
active drug store and get a bottle of Bon-
Opto tablets. Drop one Bon-Opto tablet
in a fourth of a glass of water and let
it dissolve. With this liquid bathe the
eyes two to four times daily. You should
notice your eyes clear up perceptibly right
from the start and inflammation and red-
ness will quickly disappear. If your eyes
bother you eveg a little it is your duty to

is*too late. Many hopelessly blind might
have saved their sight if they had cared
for their eyes in time.

Note: Another prominent Physician to whom
the above article was submitted, said: '‘Yes,
the Bon-Opto vprescription is truly a wonderful
eve remedy. Its constituent ingredients are well
known to eminent eye specialists and widely
prescribed by them. I have used it very suc-
cessfully in my own practice on patients whose
eyes were strained through overwork or misfit
glasses. I can hichly recommend it in case of
weak, watery, aching, smarting, itching, burn-
ing eyes, red lids, blurred vision or for eyes in-
flamed from exposure to smoke, sun, dust of
wind. It is one of the very few preparations B
fecl should be kept on hand for regular use in
a!most every family.” Bon-Opto, referred to
above, is not a patent medicine or a secret
remedy. It is an ethical preparation, the foi-
mula being printed on the package. The man-
ufacturers guarantee it to strengthen eyesight
50 per cent in one week's time in many instances
or refund the money. It can be ohtained from

sv good druggis®and is sold iD chis city by

Wasson’s Drug Store and other druggists,

Girls! Your hair needs a little “Danderine’”’—that’s all! When

—
Sackville, has become a member of the
Regina collegiate board without having
|to go through the anxieties of an elec-
tion. ’

BROOKLYN POLICEMAN AFTER
A CHASE ARREST ANOTHER
New York, Dec. 20—One Brooklyn
policeman chased another for several
b]f)cks, arrested him and charged him
with breaking into a showcase with a

e ——————————————

burglar’s “jimmy” and stealing women’s
wearing apparel from it early today.

Patrolman Louis J. Hohorst, who is
said to have been on the force nine
vears, was the.officer arrested. He was
immediately suspended from duty. Ho- €
horst was in uniform, although off duty.

Hohorst’s wife said she could explain”
her husband’s alleged theft only by the
fact that the Yuletide was near and “his
salary was too small to give their sick
little girl a good Christmas.”

and Fred A. McFadzen of St. John were !
in town this week, called here by the:

Mrs. W. W. McAndrews, formerly of | &

take steps to save them now_ before it {8

~ Money Tal

ks

.

Shopper:

Ladies’ Fawn Gaiters
Ladies’ Grey Gaiters
Ladies’ Brown (Gaiters, .

ping.

Dear Friends:—

for quality and prices.

Crepe-de-Chine Waists, .
Voile Waists, ......
Kimonos, .. .

Sweaters, .
Leather and Silk Handbags, . .

Pric‘es.

Gingham Dresses, ...
Coats, 8 to 12 years, ..
Sweaters,

Coats, 3 to 6 years,
Sweaters, ... ... oecccin..
Suits, Limited Quantity, .
Teddy Bear Suits, ...

Suits, Limited Quantity, .....
Sweaters,

Fancy Dress Shirts,

Neckties,

Dress Gloves, ;

Mufflers, Woolen and Silk,
Woollen Underwear,
Fleece Underwear, .......-

Here are a few of our Special Values for the

Skirts, Serge and Silk Poplin, .

Leather ard Woollen Gloves and Mittens,

r—

But it says more here at Christmas because it goes further
than elsewhere. We handle the best footwear at right prices.

®
Christmas

Ladies’ Black Gaiters, leather bound,

... 10 button, $2.00; 12 button, $2.75
Ladies’ Storm Rubbers, .......
Ladies’ Brown High Cut Boots, Neolin

. c..a... 80C

Soles and Rubber Heels,
$6.00

Men'’s 4 Buckle Overboots, .................
Men'’s Felt Boots, heavy felt soles, ..........
Men’s Military Overboots, 2 buckles, just the thing for Daddy
" or Brother for working, ......... :
Youths’ Rubber Boots, sizes 31, 12and 13, . .. :........ $250
Boys’ Hockey Boots, . ....ccevevenruenenenn... $3.00 t0 $5.00

$4.50 and $5.50

... ool $2.80

Years of giving our best service and value for the custom-
er’s money have made this store a favorite for holiday shop-

G\ray’s Shoe Store

397 MAIN STREET

Notice From Santa Claus

I have visited most of the stores of this city in search of
gifts for Christmas and I have found that I cannot better the
prices offered at TOBIAS,’ 233 Union Street. When asked why
his prices were so low he stated that he made but little profit
and that his expense was very small. If you look at the prices
below you will be convinced that I am right. Give him a try

FOR LADIES

From $2.75 to $4.98
From $1.35 to $2.48
From $2.65 te $6.30
..... From $3.98 to $5.50
From $3.98 to $7.50
From $1.25 to $3.25

Underskirts, all colors, hand made Lace and Tams at Very Low

FOR GIRLS
Serge Dresses, 8 to 12 years, ........

.... From $7.98 to $9.50
From $1.80 to $2.756
veesee.... From $6.50 to $8.50
..... From $1.98 to $3.50

FOR BOYS

Fooiioo. $9.98
«e.... From $1.48 to $2.48

e.veee... From $5.25 to $7.98
From $3.48 to $3.98

FOR MEN

From $15.00 to $23.00

.... From $2.98 to $7.50
vev..... From 98c. to $2.76
From 50c. to $2.10
From $1.90 to $2.45
.. From 48c. to $1.48
From $1.25 to $2.85

98c.

ses e

We have a limited quantity of Boots, Shoes and Rubbers for
all to clear at Lower than Wholesale Prices.

12.21

it becomes lifeless, thin or loses its lustre; when ugly dandruff
appears, or your hair falls out, a 35-cent bottle of delightful,
dependable “Danderine” from any store, will-save your hair,
also double it’s beauty. You can have nice, thick hair, too.

§ =

TOBIAS, 233 Union St.




