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Trade Unions

Labor Organizations Operated by Communist
Party for Revolutionary Purposes.

(BY G. ZINOVIEV)

(Translated from Petrograd Pravada by
David A. Modell.)

The Bolshevist party has never con-
sidered trade unions as organizations
whose object is only to fight for reforms,
for specific improvements within the
limits of capitalist society. On the con-
trary, the Bolshevist party, in full ac-
cord with the teachings of Karl Marx,
has always regarded trade unions as one
of the principal forms of labor organ-
fgations called upon, together with the
party, to fight for Socialism and hence
also for the dictatorship of the pro-
letariat.

But since 1913 a great change has
taken place in Russia. The working
class has secured control of the govern-
ment. The bourgeoise are expropriated.
The proletariat must no
labor power to private enterprising ex-
ploiters. Along with this, it is needless
to say, the problems of trade unions in
Russia have considerably changed. The
trade unions at the present time do not
have to consider themselves first and
foremost as the protectors of the wage-
workers in the sale of their labor power
to the employer. The old employer, the
purchaser of labor power, is no more.
Under existing conditions in Russia the
trade unions do not have to accumu-
late any strike funds, organize economic
strikes, etc.

What, then, are the actual problems
of trade unions in Russia at the present
juncture?

“The centre of gravity in the work of
trade unions at the present time should
be transferred to the field of organized
economics,” says the resolution of the
first All-Russian Trade Union Congress,
which I introduced.

The question, what are trade unions
in Russia at this time, we would ans-
wer as follows: “The industrial labor
union in Russia in the present era is a
permanent organization of all the work-
ers engaged in a given industry and
forming one of the bulwarks of the
proletarian dictatorship-

Taking for its aim the energetic par-
ticipation, under the direction of the
Communist party, in the whole struggle
of the proletariat for a Communistic re-
construction of society and the abolition
of classes, the modern trade union shifts
the centre of gravity in its activity to-
wards economic organization: (1) gen-
eral participation in the organization of
industry on a communistic basis through
the Soviets; (2) the rehabilitation of the
country’s productive forces, which were
impaired by the war and the present
crisis; (3) the enumeration and distrib-
ution of the country’s labor strength;
(4) the organization of a system of ex-
‘change between city and country; (5)
the introduction of universal labor con-
scription; - (6) assisting . the govern-
ment’s boards of food control; (7) ren-
dering similar aid to the commission
trying to solve the fuel crisis, etc.; (8)
general support in the work of creating
the proletarian “red army”; (9) along
. with the defence of the workers’ econo-
* mic interests, combating the narrowly
selfish group tendencies of such workers
as, owing to their backwardness, still
look upon the proletarian government
as upon an ordinary adventure.

As a school of communism for the
great mass of proletarians and semi-
proletarians, the modern trade union en-
ters into the general machinery of gov-
ernment administration,
of the organs of the proletarian state,
subservient to the Soviets as the present
historic form of proletarian dictatorship.

Communist Party and Soviets.

The trade unions exist side by side
with the Communist party and the
Soviets. The work of these three or-
ganizations overlaps. In order to get a
correct idea of the interrelation existing
between trade unions and the labor
party, we must bear in mind in present-
day Russia the Soviets are still more
representative of the masses than the
trade unions, and that the Soviets in-
clude some of the functions of the latter.

The eighth general congress of the
Russian Communist party gave the fol-
lowing definition of the party and the

Soviets: “The Soviets are the gnveming‘govcrnment. participation in which will

organizations of the working class and
the poorer peasantry that are putting
into effect a proletarian dictatorship
pending the establishment of some (more

permanent) form of government. The
Soviets unite within their ranks tens of
millions of laborers, and must strive to
draw into their folds the entire working
class and all the poorer peasantry.
“The Communist party is an organiza-
tion uniting within its ranks only the
vanguard of the proletariat and the
poorer peasantry, that portion of these
classes which consciously strives to in-

longer sell its |

becoming one !

troduce the Communist programme into
actual life. The Communist party makes
it its aim to secure a dominent influence
iand full control over all labor organiza-
tions—trade unions, co-operatives, vil-
"lage communes, etc. The Communist
party is especially anxious to carry out
its programme and to realize its full
power in present-day governing organ-
'izations, such as the Soviets.”

There is no doubt whatever that utli-
jmately all forms of labor organizations
I‘Will amalgamate into one. Just which of
i the existing forms will prove most per-
! manent, it were futile to discuss now-
| The problem at present is to point out
the proper interrelation existing between
{the Communist party, the trade unions
(and the Soviets.

}Non-Partisanship of Trade Unions,

‘ Contemporary trade unions are not
i ormally subservient to the Communist
| party: The trade unions accept all
\\\.rork.mg men and women, without dis-
tgnctwn as to party or religious convic-
tions. The non-partisan worker can
easily enter our trade unions. At the
!same time, the Communists who are
!working in the trade unions must not,
iunder any circumstances, forget the con-
servative side of non-partisanship. The
Communists and the Communist fac-
{tions in trade wunions should epenly
| preach Communism. Trade unions as a
{whole should consider themselves as
{schools of Socialism. The leaders of
!{rade unions should constantly point out
Eto the workers that the enemies of C -
'munism, counting on non-partisanship,
fool the working people; and should ex-
plain to them why formally non-par-
| tisan trade unions support the
iumnist party, recognize the diciatorship
of the proletariat, the Soviet guvern-

ment and a world-wide revolution.
The Communist party gains its in-
fluence in the trade unions only and ex-
!clusively through practical daily self-
jsacrificing work within them, putting
forth into every trade union post their
:most aggressive and loyal members.
such influence, attained by long |

i Only
| years of practical work, can count,

.Dark Side of Trade Union Movement.

! Contemporary trade unions are per-
| forming a colossal task and are making
1incalculably easier the struggle for So-
‘Icialism carried on by the Communist
{party and the Soviet government. But
at the same time, in the present period
of transition, the activity of some trade
unions has also its dark side. When,
for instance, certain leaders of the ’long-
shoremen’s union on the Volga are de-
fending the narrowly selfish demands of
its members in respect to wages and do
not even help the Soviet government to
fight this unheard-of rapacity, on the
part of the dockmen, they thereby be-
tray their backwardness, their inability
to rise above narrow trade interests.
When certain unions of workers press
such leaders who are unable to perform
their tasks upon Soviet institutions;
when these unions justify any and every
!demand of their members, forgetting
| that they are now dealing not with the
individual exploiters of old, but with a
workingmen’s government—then they
|reveal their narrow-minded tradism.
| The struggle against these negative
isides of the trade union movement is
one of the most important tasks for the
‘Communists working within trade
| unions. :

| Nationalization of Trade Unions.

Already, in the resolution of the first
All-Russian Congress of trade unions,
Iwhich met in January of 1918, it was
stated: “The congress is convinced that,
|as a result of the process already under
| way. the trade-unions will necessarily be
! transformed into organs of the Socialist

]be a government duty” for all persons
engaged in a given trade (Point 9 of the
! resolution.)

Com- |

_"unions is subservient to the Communist
central committee.

The distribution of labor, its mobili-
zation for the needs of the “red” army,
belongs in every given town or city ex-
clusively to the local party organization,
working under the general direction of |
the party’s central committee. i

Timely
Bargains

URGES RAILWAY CON-
STRUCTION IN N. B.

B

!tween the St. John and Quebec Railway
| at Meductic to- the Maine Central at
| Bancroft, Maine, was strongly urged

Ottawa, June 10—The desirability Of‘[before the committee of the commons

the government immediately authorizing |
the construction by the C. N. R. of the |
twenty-two miles connecting link be- St. John and

| today, by T. W. Caldwell, farmer mex-
ber for Carleton-Vict:
Cemplaint Laniie el ,

Quebec Railway had not |

and was not paying its. way, Mr. Cald-
well said. He was confident that if the
connecting link were constructed there
would be a different story to tell. He
wondered what pressure was brought to
bear or what reason there was for the
road not being built when it was so
urgently needed.

i nSneakers

The Biggest Value in Popular Priced Tailored-to-
Measure Suits and Overcoats in the British Empire.
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BLACK SNEAKERS FOR
YOUNGSTERS
Sizes 8,9, 10, 11, 12, 13 and 1.
$1.00 Pair

BLACK SNEAKERS FOR
BOYS AND GIRLS
Creal 2 3. 4,5
$1.25 Pair

WHITE SNEAKER BOOTS
s Sizes 13 and |

$1.00 Pair
DARK GREY SNEAKER

BOOTS FOR GIRLS
AND BOYS
Sizes 5, 6, 7and 8
$1.25 Pair

TAN OR BLACK SNEAKER
BOOTS
Sizes 11,12, 13
$1.35 Pair
Sizes | to 5
$1.60 Pair

/
MEN’S WHITE_ YACHTING
BOOTS

White Rubber Bottoms and
Leather Irinersoles
Sizes 6 to 12
$1.65 Pair

Mail Orders 8c. Extra

Tailored-
--They

You Can Dress

Lower Cost

Assure

Better—At A
By Wearing Our
To-Measure Clothes
You Quality
'And Dependabilty At A Saving

We are showing all the newest
things in Outing and White

THE way to get 100 p.c. value for your clothes money these days is to
visit one of our Quality Tailor Shops. You will be amazed at the won-

Footwear

Open Friday evenings and
all day Saturdays until 10 p. m.

FRANCIS & VAUGHAN

19 KING STREET

gress has been borne out by actual ex- |
perience. The trade unions are con-

derful values we are offering in fine fabrics.

Our prices are Standardized and you will find that you
can order a Tailored-to-Measure Garment of individual
merit at an outlay you can afford, and that the finished
garment will be one that you will be proud to wear.

Measure Clothes, it will mean money in your pocket,

stantly assuming the functions of gov-
ernment agencies. When ' the trade|

| ?
i Order English & Scotch Woollen Co. Tailored-to-
i

and better looking clothes on your back.

unions mobilize their members; when |
they restrict the works to a given city; |
when they make transfers of labor powcr|
from one point of Russia to another; |
when they give the deciding word on |
the tariff question, etc.; and when, |
through their representatives they exert
a dominant influence on the activity of |
the Soviet—they do act, in fact, as or-|
gans of government administration. !
But just because the process of trans- |
forming the trade unions into govern- |
mental organs is going on steadily u.nd'
quite normally, there is absolutely no |
necessity for forcing it and proclaiming |
the formal transformation of thcsel
unions. The Communists working in
the trade union movement can fully ac-|
cept the resolutions of the first and sec- |
ond All-Russian congresses of trade |
unions on this subject. |
Every- trade union should have a well- !
organized and well-disciplined group of |
Communists in its midst. On questions |
of economic policy the local groups. . - A
must carry out to the letter such decis- |
ions as are reached by the central party |
and the All-Russian Congress of Trade
Unions. No concessions to so-called lo- |
calism are permissible. The tariff pol-
icy, questions concerning hours of labor, |
matters concerning the food supply, etc., |
are settled on -a strictly national basis.
At the .same time every ‘Communist |
group in the trade unions is nothing but '
a party call of local organization. The |
local trade unions are wholly subject to
the local Communist committee, while |
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§| Suits and Overcoats
Taﬂore@-ToeYom-Measme |

l This belief of the All-R‘ussiun Con-

the All-Russian organization of trade |
d |
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Concern In Canada.

Ne Connection With Any Other

YOU PAY NO TAX AT OUR PRICES
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HE style and fit of English & Scotch Woollen

Co. Tailored-t_g-Measure Clothes are as good as

A\

it }3 possible to make clothes. Each and every

A

\
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garment must come up to our established Standard
of Quality; the cloth, linings and all materials we
use in the making are subjected to rigid inspection
before they pass to our tailoring department.

At our moderate Standardized Price you get

®

Fou E
i Sromsn
WOOLLEN Co
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clothes that enable you

to dress well and save.

Come and see.
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{2 Ih. Package—15 Cents

Manufactured by

Incorporated
MONTREAL

e R

27

Sault Ste. Marie

Ottawh Brantford

Toronte

Quebec
Hamilton

QA

General Manager for
Canada.

We are showing exceptional
special trouser lengths. Many
in very limited quantities,

Trousers

and are exceptional values.

values in odd treusers frem
of these cloths are shown

English&ScotchWoollenCo.

The Big Montreal Tailors With the $20 Price

Head Office and Bonded ‘Warehouse,

Sherbrooke
Shawinigan Falls

Stratford
Three Rivers

SIX CONVENIENTLY LOCATED MONTREAL STORES
26-28 Charlotte Street

851 St. Catherine Street

St. Hyscinthe Moncton New Glasgow
Sydney St. Johm Fredericton

- - wn Self-Measure Form and Tape Line. Ad-
”H Out Of To Men {dress. 851 St. Catherine St. E., Montreal

St. John, N. B
QUALITY TAILOR SHOPS IN 'CANADA ™

Halifax

East, Montreal

Amherst Charlottetown
Winnipeg  Vancouver

Write for Free Samples, Fashion Plates,
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