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| The Last Fence

Death and Victory in Steeple-
chase Come Together to Jas.
Tomkinson, M. P.

The ' Nation of London, Eng., pub-
lisheed on April 16 the following art-
fele on .the death of James Tomkin-
son, M.P., who was killed whiie rid-
ing his own horse in a steepiechasge?

A week ago he was riding May
Dolly, a Cheshire gix-yvear-oid, and one
of his own breeding;. for just as some
pecple think that everyonee should go
to his 'ewn parish church, it was a
principle with Mr. James Tomkinson
that a man should ride a horse from
his. own county. Straight, lithe and
raddy, he trotted to the starting post,
the crowd cheered him as he
for they liked to see a bit of
pluck. He modestly enjoyed their ap-
piause: “I think I never saw anybody
80 pleased,” sald Mr. Justice Gran-
ithiam, who was judge in the racee. It
was Kknown that the dld man
Passed the limit of seventy, but only
{ivé years ago he won a steepieechase
on his own, and if ever a rider ful-
filled Montaigne's ideal of a life gpent
in the saddle, it was he. So he rode
io the starting post, happy in him-
and modestly confident—the very
model of what a well-to-do English
countryman -should wish to
and Balliol man, abovee sus-
picion for honesty, a busy man of af-
fairs, a consummate horseman, a bad
speaker, and a true-hearted Liberal,
holding an equally unblemished record
for .courage in convictions and “at
fences,

The race was three and a half miles
—Twice round the circuit. The first
cireuit was run; the last fence of it
safely cleared.. The second circuit was
nearly complete; only that last fence
remained. It was three hundred yards
away, and he rode fast for it along
the bhottom. Someone was abreast of
him, someone was close behind. May
Dolly rushed forward, and the fence

and

went,

self

itught
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| he had his wish

drew nearer and nearer. He was lead-
ing; once over that fence and victory
was his—the latest victory, always
worth all the rest. He felt the mov-
ing saddle between his thighs; he
heard the quick beating of the hoofs.
b'omuthing)‘happenod; there -was a
swerve, a sRieways jump, a vain effort
at recovery, a crashing fall too quick
for thought; and before the joyv of vic-
tory had died, the darkness came,
Death in Victory.

Who would not choose to plunge out
of life like that? A sudden end at
the moment of victory has always
been the commonplace of human de-
sire. When the antique sage was
agked to select the happiest man in
history, his choice fell on one whose
destiny resembled that of theé member
for Crewe; for Tellus the Athenian
had lived a full and well-contented
iife, had seen fine and gentlemanly
sons and many grandcaildren grow-
ing up around him, had shared the
honor and prosperity of his country,
and died fighting at Eleusis' when
vietory was assured. Next.in hap
piness to Tellus came the two Argive
who, for want of oxen, them-
their mother in a cart
to worship, and, as tho
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in answer to her prayer for hlessings |

on them, died in the temple that night.
It has always been so. The leap of
Rome’s greatest treasure int othe gulf
of earthquake was accounted an en-

viable opportunity. When they asked
. choose,

and |
*Ch, happy he whon, | |

; : wouid
he answered, “A wsudden one,”

thoun in battles findest,” cried Paust
to death in the midst of all his learn-
ing; and "Let me like a soldier fall”

is the natural marching song of our |||

Territorials.

The advantages of these hot-bleod-
ed ends are so obvious that they need
hardly be recalled, and, indeed, they
have provided a theme for many of
our most inspiriting writers. To go
when life is strongest and passion
is at its height; to avoid the terrors
of expectation and escape the linger-
ing paraphernalia’ of sick chambers
and deathbed scenes; to escaps the
stuffy and inactlve hours, marked by
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nothing but medicines and unwelcome

me=ls; to escape the doctor's feigned ,
| encouragements, the sympathy of re-

lations anxious to resume their ord-
inary pursuits, the buzzing of the par-
son in the ear, the fading of the case-
ment into that ‘‘glimmering square'—
ghould we not all go a lor g way round
to seek so merciful a deliverance? “I
will not die in my bed like a cow!"”
cried the Northumbrian King, and was
set on his feet in full armor to con-
front the Arch Fear face to face.
There was some poor comfort: in a
pese like that; it was better than our
heipless collapse into a middlcé-aged
cradle, with pap-hoat for feeding bot-
tle. and a last sleep in urse's arms.
yYounger and less
own. But how finer te die like Romeo
with a kiss, quick as the true apothe-
cary’s drugs; to sink like Shelley in
the blue water, with mind stiil full of
thke Greek poet whom he had :‘tucked
against his heart: to pass hot with

{ fever, like Byron, from the  height of
{ fame,
| mountaineers

while thunder presaged 'to the
3 : the loss of their great
champion in freedom's war!

Envied His Rapid End.
There Is no question of it; these are

muscular than our.

:a.xioms that all 'mank!nd is agreed up-

on. . Every mortal soul would c¢hoose
a quick and impassioned death; all ad-
mire a certain recklessness, an indif-
ference to personal safety or exist-
ence, especially in the oid, to whom
recklessness is moBt natural, since they
have less of life to risk. That was why
the crowd cheered Mr. James Tomkin-
son as he trotted to the starting-post,
and that was why everbody envied his
rapid and victorious end. In his
“Tales from a Field Hospital,” Sir
Frederick Treves told of a soldier who
was brought down from Spion Kop as
a mere fragment, his limbs shattered,
his. face blown away, incapable of
speech or sight. When asked if “he
had any message to send home before
he died, he wrote upon the paper, “Did
we win?”  In those words lives the
very spirit of that enviable death
which all men think they long for—
the death which takes no thought of
self, and swallows up fear in victory.
Such a man Stevenson would have
delighted to include in his brave roll-
call, and of him those final well-known
words in “‘Aes Triplex” might have
been written:

“In the hot-fit of life, a tiptoe on

Tobacco
” and
49y Drug Habitis

New System of Treatment.
Rapidly and Permanently.

no bad after efifects.

FREE!

We send by mail, free of charge, our 64-page book, which fully explains
our modern system of treatment, of how the. Drink, Tobacco
overcome and cured.

habits can be rapidly
envelope, sealed from observation,
tains. All correspondence

Recently Discovered Remedy that Cures
Marvelous
our remedy one of the wonders of Modern Medicine.
secretly at their own homes against their own will and knowledge.
No suffering, no injections, no loss of time, or detention from business,

80 no one can tell what your letter con-
absolutely

DE SILVA INSTITUTE, 55 University St., Montreal, Canada..

GURED'

lesnlts obtained that make
Patients cured

FREE!

and Drug
This book is sent in a plain

secret and confidential. Address,

‘that death in the midst of ife 1s
' most desirable end. And yet—and v

;nk'e a soldier, but when the bullets !

. hevertheless, if the shadow of a rock
* gives some shelter from the guns, he
' .will erawl behind it. A few years ago |

: from too much love of living is shown

. Yery true. Stevenson himself, - Hke
» , received the death he wished

slon, every soul among us wo
life 1s

we hardly know how it is, but, as L
matter of fact, we do not seek it, and ,
when the thing comes our way, we pre-
fer, if possible, to walk In the opposite

. direction. 'The Territorial may sing!

himself hoarse with his prayer to fall |

begin to wall around him, it is a thou-
sand to one that he will duck his head,
A man may be reasonably convineed
that, since 'he must die some day, :
his reprieve cannot be extended long,
it is best to die in battle and shoot
full-blooded into " the spiritual umi;&

there was a great Oxford philosopher
who, after lecturing all morning on
the beauty of being absorbed by death
into the ‘absolute and eternal,” was
anted the opportunity of being
ecked on a lake in the afternoon,
‘but displayed no satfsfaction at the
immediate prospect of sueh absorption.
Bloodthirsty Clinging to Life. = ||
In the same way, despite our natural
and reasonable desires for a death like
Mr, Tomkinson's, we atill' continue to
speak, not only of sleeping in our beds,
but of dying in them; as one of .the
chief objects of a virtuous and happy

existence. The longest and most de- |/
votional part of the Anglican Common
Prayer contains a special petition en-
treating that we may  be delivered
from the sudden death which we have
all agreed is so excellent a.piece of
fortune. That we are not' set free

by what Matthew. Arnold called = a
bloodthirsty clinging .to. life at a mo-

dings. « The Grand Truhk is the
ment of crisis. The present writer| §

Popular Route for Wedding: Trips.
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unday. ' Valid returning

ollowing .date of issue.

does not forget the green terror on the
faces of all the men in a railway car-
riage when' he.accidentally set fire to
the train, nor would any of us find it
really appetising to suspect .even the
dquickest poison in the soup. Instead
of leaping gallantly into death while
the trumpets are still blowing, nearly

<Full information at City
King and Yonge Streets.

‘p.m. = Wednesdays and Saturdays for Soo and Georgian Bay
p.m. =W ¥ %

UPPER LAKE S*ilines trom Sarnia at 3.30 pm.” for. oo
; ng@ Arthur, May 9, 11, 14, 18. For Duluth May. 11, 2
ings from Collingwood, 1.30 p.m, and Owen m‘_ﬁ

Po
28, Northwest cor.
Phone Main 4209.

every civilized man deliberately plots

out his existence so as. to.die, like
Tolstoi’s. Ivan Hyitch, amid the piti-
ful sgualor of domestic indifference or
solitude. We think health universally
interesting, we meditate on diet, we
measure ‘our exercise and shun all
risks more carefully than sins; Praising
with our lips the glories of the sol--
dier’s death, we tread with minute ob-
servarice the bath-chair pathway  to |-
the sick rooms of old age. :
Mind and Bodily Will. :
Are our praises of death in victory,
then, all cant, and are all the eloquent ||

rhapsodies of poets and essayists a
sham? Montaigne seems to ° have
thought so, for, writing of those who

talk fine of dying bravely, he says:

“It happeneth that most men set al
stern countenance on the matter, look
big, and speak stoutly, thereby to ac- |
quire reputation, which, if they chance] i
to live, they hope to enjoy.”

The case of our eloquent rhapsod- 5 ]NLAN
ists is evidently more favorable still, s BEREERGRGs
since they have every chance of living
for a time, and so of enjoying a repu-
tation for bravery with much risk.
But, rather than accuse manking of!|
purposely dissembiing 'terror in ' tHeY
hope of braggart fame, we would lay
the charge upon a queer divergence ‘be-
tween the mind and the bodily will. No
matter what the mind may say mn
commendation of swift and gloricus
death, the bodily will continues to
maintain its life to the utmost, and is
the last and savagest enemy that the
mind can overcome. So'it is that no
one should reckon beforehand upoms
courageous behavior wheén the supreme
summong for courage comes, and only
those are faultlessly brave who have
never known peril. In reason everyone
is convinced that all mankind is mor-
tal, and we hear with vugue sympathy |}
of the hosts of dead whose skulls went
to the pyramids of Tamerlane, or of
the thousands that the sea enguifs
and earthquakes shatter, . But few
realize that the life of edch among |
those thousands was as dear to him
as our life is, and, tho we congratu-;
late heroes upon the opportunity of
their death, the moment when that
opportunity would be most happy for
ourselves never' seems exactly to ar-

-+ Phone Main 658, o call city ticket office,
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5 . Gor.W>lington St.
‘Steamer Belleville’
‘Steamer Belleville’|
Leaves TORONTO at 7.30 p.m. every |
Tuesday for BAY OF QUINTE, THOUS-
AND ISLANDS and intermediate ports,
connecting at Moutreal for Quebec and ‘
Saguenay Riyer points, 671
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Mineral Water Baths

Cure or materially help ninety- |
five per cent. of the thousands
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rive. Hardly anyone seems to think
he will ‘die, or 1s persuaded that the
limit of his nature has now come. But
it-is in realizing the incalculable crav-
ing of this bodily will to survive that
men who have themselves known dan-
ger will pay the greater reverence to
those who, conscious of mortal fears,
and throbbing with the fulriess of ex- Chamber of Commerce,
Istence, none the less in the calm Mt. Clemens, Mich.
ecstasy of their devotion commit them- ;
selves to the battle, the firing squad, : B ———— o
or the prison deggh as to a chariot of : 113-
fire. & ‘

COLLEGE GIRLS
HOLLER SKATING

Toronto’s 'FairACo-eds Do Not Find
the Little Rollers Hard
To Master

of cases of Rheumatism and
Nervous and Skin Diseases
treated here yearly. E

Twenty miles from Detroit,

For. descriptive booklet free,
write F. R. EASTMAN,

at the rink are always ideal, The
temperature is kept Just right, being
neither too hot nor tod cobl for the.
skaters. - Ventilation is perfect, The
floor is always lightning fast. an1
slpping is impos#ible. This is the rea-
son that skaters‘at Parkdale finda that
it takes so little effort te spaed around
the rink.

The management announces for
Tuesday night, May 10, a skating con-
test for ladies in couples, and also a
band concert. Bandmaster Wiggins
promises .. a surprige in the form of
some new musical “hits.”” On Thurs-
day evening, May 12, there will Ve
skating from 7.30 to. 10 o'clock, anil
from 10 to 11,45 Parkdale is giving a
complimentary dance. The managa-
nient wishes to announce that this
party is for regular Parkdale patrons
only.

“We were all out td the Parkdaie »
Roller Rink this afternoon, and for &
majority of the girls it was thejr first
time on roller skates,” was remarked

by a young lady student to the writer.
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HOTEL ROY!/

Very room eompletely renovate
newly carpeted during 1 y

250 sngd Up per day, Ameriean
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ing of the \ﬁyu Paper Business o
ominion. Also buys junks, me
0 quantity too small in the el
ds only from outside town.
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‘-‘Mq 4633, Adeialde and Maud-sts,

Queen- has received a telegram fro

Theodore Roosevelt expressing his si
cere sympathy.

The plans for the-entertalgment ©

Mr. Roosevelt here necessarily will
materially modified, but to just whe
extend is not yet made known.
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Among those at the horse show i
Mrs. McCoy’s box were: Mr, and M

. St, L. Mackintosh of St. Catharines

Mrs. Macintosh wore a magnificent
grey silk gown, with lavender hat cov
ered with lavender and .purple ostrich
plumes, and was greatly admired.

“We had no idea roller skating was so |
fascinating, and really believe we wiil |
spent considerable of our spare time
in roller skatng from now on, !
“Instructors at the Parkdale Rink are |
fine and they went to no end of trouble |
teaching us how to master the tricky ?!
Lttle rollers, but I om surprised,” went 1
o0 _nthe speaker. *I -always  thought |
roller skating was much harder thun |
it is. This .was my f3st time on the !
skates, and do you reauy know, I could !
B0 around the rink alone without any |
assistance whatever. i
“i know a great man yof the girls |
would learn roller skating if they knew '
hew really delightful the exercise is." |
The World man visited the rink one B
evening last week and was surptlsedj
|
1
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EDDY’S “SILEN

NOISELESS As Their Name
Smell of Sulphur, Are Quick
All Good Dealers; Also

EDDY’S
THE E. B.

te see the large crowd of skaters and
Spectators present. It seemeq that on
this night there were £00 or 900 people
at the rink. The Parkdale Skating |
Academy is gaining in popuiarity each
seacon, there is no doubt. Conditions

PAILS, TUBS,
TOILET PAPERS, Etc.

EDDY ¢0.,

HERE SINCE 1851

MATCHES ARE CHEAP|

THEREFORE EVERYBODY SHOULD USE THE BEST.

T” MATCHES

ARE THE MOST PERFECT MADE.

Implies, No Sputter, No
and Safe. For Sale by
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