
C635 COMMONS 6636

I would remind the hon. gentleman that ther, and let us suppose that hotu te
not even for the purpose of looking after Speaker and the Deputy Speaker were ai-
the prosperity of thie great order of whileh avoidahly absent wlat was to be done
lie is the grand master- under suc-- circustances ? Was the fouse

to go on Sitting for Pror. though it wý%antod
Some hon. MEMBERS. Grand sovereign. to aUburn, and was my hon. friend from

Mr. BOURASSA. Oh, yes. I have sucb East Grey himself to rmain glued to lis
republican tendencies that I always forget chair tbougb he wanted to bave it ? 1
the bigger titles. Not even in order to pre- think myseif that this is a case wbere nec-
serve the prosperity of that valuable order ossity knows no Iaw, and common scîlc
is a member allowed to take leave of ab- must prevail. This is a case where common
sence without permission of the House, and sense is law and law is common scuse. If
go to its convention, and there not merely at any tîme during the session of the fouse
give lessons to the Speaker of this House, it bappens for any unavoidable cause that
but give lessons in politeness to the King. neither the Speaker nor the Deputy Speak-
I regret that the hon. gentleman bas not or is lu the fouse, then the fouse îuast
chosen another of his colleagues to raise go on Sitting for ever. or soîne ieans
the point of order and give lessons to the must be found for giving effect to the will
Speaker on the observance of the laws in of the maority of the members prescur. I
these matters, and I hope that before he will recali to my bon. friend a precedent
again undertakes to teach respect for the t show that wben the law is imperfect and
laws to the Speaker, he will not again give insufficient te serve the ends of coînnon
such an example of rebellion as ho bas sense, the common sense of the fouse will
given in the last few days, at the sarne time asscrt itself. I forget the year, but t1e in-
breaking a rule of this House. cident is velinow-n, and eught to le well

remernherod by every mnember of tiis
The PRIME MINISTER (Rt. Hon. Sir fouse. I think it was about 1881 or 18S2,

Wilfrid Laurier). Mr. Speaker, one thing, wbeu Mr. Paril vas carrying on a policy
at all events, is certain vith regard to the of obstructin At that ti the clotur
motion which bas been made by my bon. did not exist ii Eugland. Wben fc lue
friend, that whether the law lias been ob-ad hecu la session forty hours or thero-
served or whether it bas been violated, no abouts. Speaker Brand toek the law
harm bas been done to anybody. My hon. inte bis own bands and put te quesoio. Io
friend bas, I think, drawn the true cou- adjou the fouse, theugh it vas against
elusion upon the question, that if the House tue miles of the fouse as oxistiug ai ibat
was not legally adjourned on Friday nîigbt, time, and the question wns votod upon and
it continued in session until some time be- he fouse was adjoumucd. I ar not awaro
tween 12 o'clock and 1 o'clock, Monday tbat bis action vas ever rcprimanded : on
night or Tuesday morning. The House may tbe contrary, I think it was approved cf hy
have been iu session, not only on Satrda common cosent. There was at the time
but ou Sunday. Even if it was, no larn Iaw on tie subject. but tbe will e l
was done, althougn nobody was present, meut coîîl net be baulked for ever som-
and the House was adjourned effectively, mon sense asserted iscîf. ani Mi.
if not legally. My hon. friend himsclf. I Bruiud took ibe Ian into bi ow- bands.
think, was present on Friday night, 'lien 1 ain îlot preparmd te sa- whether or net
it was adjourned or pretended to be ad- our laws sbould be amended to meet sncb a
journed. At all events, if I understand my ioutingeicy as I bave just refcrred te. I
lion. friend, be was anxious himself to ad- gînU to lîar the remarks of my boa.
journ. He did not want the Hlouse to go friend, tlat lie bas ne hie cither fer tie
on sitting. On the other side of the House Speaker or tbe Deputy Speaker, bat that
the conclusion had been come to that the lue simpl waîted te have a fair
House had sat long enougli, and that a answered. 'lîetber or net under tue tir
recess should take place. What more could cunstaiees the preeedings of the Housc
be done ? As I am informed, the onîly thing vere vallU, and wbether an adjourument
to be donc was to send for the Speaker, wio cold halte place or net, is a matter wvich
at that time was iu lis roon : but tie I (Io net eusider of vory great momnt
messenger, not finding liîm inimediately, bat if the fouse considers that there is a
went for the Deputy Speaker. Both carne, question ho be iavostigated, perhaps it w-uld
but it was too late ; my bon. friend from be neu te bave some expression of opinion
West Huron was too qulck for then, and upon 1h frem members wbe take . in-
the mace had left the Table. For miy part, tercst lu tbe question. Fer ry part. I en-

1acquit t. e-eita-rio lvi' net sec that any ian' bas! heen violatcd. II tcuitte Sergeant-at-arms of anly ini-
tention of breaking the constitution wlbon tbink iliat under the circumstances nle aU-
be removed froni the Table 'that auble'jurnont was perfoctly legal. I may say,
as Cromwell styled it. I acquit also the morever. tbat I understand that Mr. Spoak-
Speaker and the ieputy Speaker of not be- or las power te eau a menber te replae
ing li the House at the time. they being in lîla in the Cbair, aud that tlis max faie
their rooms and liable to be sent for at place net only but iu an heur
any moment. But let us go olle 'tep fur- or tw-o lurs or tlrce hetirs iliat lic caîl

1Mm. BOUJRASSA.


