' the French part of the line.
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.of Salient Driven Into French Positions Have
tless | Driven Back---British Repulse the Enemy
North of the Scarpe, But Are Forced to Retire South of the River.

ACTIVI

[VITY ON FRENCH FRONT |
“MAY START COUNTER-ATTACK

Blcman Energy Near Arras May Be New Drive or Defensive
Operation Intended to Stop British Blow From North,
- Coincident With That Begun By French.

L OWLY assuming the shape of
S a glant plowshare, the Ger-
man drive in Picardy has come
‘almost to a halt, excépt at the very
tip of the salient driven into the
lines of the entente allies. = As the
area coveréd by the Teutonic offen-
give stands now, it rums, on the
" - south, in an almost straight line from
' Landricourt, on the old “Hindenburg
. line,” 'to Montdidier, well behind the
allied positions as they stood in

t 2oav. 4
Savage fighting has taken place on
The
. German attempts to advance on the
extreme tip of the salienf driven into
the French positions have been fruit-
less and they have heen driven back
at the point of the bayonet. The
British on the front north of the
¥ Sgarpe have also repulsed ‘the enemy,
"/ but south of this river they have

. been forced to retire.

.~ From Montdidier the line to the
. northeast rums with a sharp angle
 to Warviliers and there it turas north-

ward and passes along the Somme |

' River to above Albert, where it again
tutns to the northeast until it joins
the old lines held by the contending

armies on the morning off March 21.|

e From the confusion of the battie

- and the contrary claims of the con-
" testing armies, two new features stand
out., 'The first is: that the French;
over a front of six miles, have driven
into the German lines along the
southern aide of the shlient establish-
ed by the Teutonic drive. The other
is that the Germans have begun a
new operation to the east of Arras,
which may be the inception ot a Wid-
ening of the area of battle to the
northward. ‘ ;

At the present moment the allied
world is looking anxiously for news,
of the success >f the French thrust
into the flank of the Germah forces.

The fact that the drive progresses
rapidly and cut a deep notch into the
German-held ground in the region
of Noyon, may indicate that this
movement ' is the ctounter offensive
which has been expected for the past
three days. Progressc by the French
for a considerable distdnce into the
German forces would cut off the Teu-
tons fighting at the very tip of : the
“plowshare,” and compel them to

e——

F====_—$
PORTION OF CANADIAN FORCES

NOW ENGAGED IN GREAT BATTLE

Sir Robert Borden Receives Cable From Kemp That
j They Are Fighting in the Vicinity of Arras.

Ottawa, March 28.—That at least a portion of the Canadian forces in
France are now engaged in the great battle on the west front is the
statement made in a cable received by Sir Robert Borden tonight frem-
Sir Edward Kemp. .

It has been known in government circles for the past three days that
the Canadians would be drawn into the fight before the end of the week,
but for obvious military reasons the press, altho informed of the situa-
tfon, was requested not to mention it. The announcement that the Cana-
dians are new engaging the enemy in the vicinity of Arras is received
without surprise. %

_ No details as to thé sizo of the Canadian force thrown into the fight
up to the present time, or the progress of the fighting, bave yet been re-
ceived, Sir Edward Kemp's message describes the situation at the front
as being obscure. 5 ’

NEW DRIVE FOR AR

e

Conviction Grows in London That Strong
Strategy of the Allies'Will Triumph, While
Observeira See Only Defeat For Germany.

Announcement by Field!

; ; Marshal Haig tonight that

the German war machine along the
whole British front was beaten off
today with heavy losses, gave new
zest tonight to speculation here as
to the allied counter assault which
officers feel certain will not long be
delayed.

indicated that it was aimed at local
objectives and that the time was not
yet ripe for the great counter-effort.
Despatches from -the - French. front
told of thronging reserves behind the
lines.

Thgre i® no- denying that
Haig's report brought distinct reliefy
here. The fact that the Germans had |
found sufficient strength to endea.vor;
to widen their hold on  the British,
line just. when all ' signs pointed |
toward the exhaustion of their forces !

|
The new outbreak of the German | W28 Tegarded as an ominous sign.
nless the Germans are successful

thrust at Arras, reported early in the | in crushing the - Britisi army and
day, caused some apprehension here | »:?;:ri&gn i:eironmt;he French, observers |
lest the allies might. find it Beces-| ¢, for Ge,magn;j‘?\ézo *’g"r‘osggf?g}; g;hl
gary further to delay their effort to| been fought over during the last’ few
catch the German forces on the re-| gﬁf;ﬂ i%s:r?;egical;y vital to either%
bound and seek victory after bitter)| army atuhomee Fn[:;tgeeuor{et?: {!}1-;”;‘;“'
days of steady yielding of ground. ‘ ance and in view of the terrible losses |

.+ | already inflicted by the allie
TR : Y s it is be-
D:l;ignitte word from Field Marsh l' lieved nothing short of a decisive vic-i
Ak

ASHINGTON, March 28.— |

General]

retreat, orv at least pause until the
menace to their communications can |
be removed.¥ A further. advance by |
the French might easily overturn the |
whole plan of the Germans and br.ng |
about a new phase of the battle,; in
which the allies wouid strike hard?all
along the front and compel .the re
mans to relinquish their de;.n;ly bosx'g‘ht
conquests. X
The German
may have for

activity near Arras
its purpos#® either a
new drive at the allies’ lines or a
defensive operation intended to stcp
w British blow from the north coin-
cident with that begun by the French.

The British held firm north of the
Scarpe, but to the south o? the river
have been driven back. Their line is
now near that occupied in July, 1916,
and runs straight from Arleux, no th |
of Arras, to Boisieux, on the line beld |
by the’ British on the north'slda of
the dent driven into their lines by
the German thrust, i

Berlin admits that the losses have
been very heavy. The casualties 7Te

hat this new drive also had | tory and an opening of the road to]
been checked, added to the growing |

flalu'ly pea,c; will justify /sthe cost of tae |
drive in German i
conviction that the strategy of the| iy b 1 i

| eribe

Some officials were inclined to as- |
allies will triumph, t

e ht};e lncregsed destruction of{
: i is onnage during the last week
If their reasoning is correet, the |,y siubmarines to & co-ordinated effortl;
Germans face the prospect of seeing|on lfmbnld and sea. They thought it/
¢ the west- | Possible that - the German admiralty
their third great effort on {had exerted itself to the utmost to]
ern front since the beginning of the|add a naval offensive to.the drive of |
war, meet the fate of the others.i;gi yrany b.\{ ‘ge ?nlg’rlnealls in their!
. : wer, the U-boats. Taken altogether,!
Only twice before have the German's‘ the drive, the bombardment of Paris
undertaken major operations in this| ‘v‘ht:lh gl)'sterious long range guns
: 3 whic ropped shells from a clear sky
main theatre of the war. Their first| " " qo00teq city, the increased
rush in 1914 was stopped as their }J—lboat toll, form a picture in fright-
last, and, perhaps, their final effort, | fulness, it was said, which it might
' ’ { have been hoped | i v
Sendiy Lotk Inets Jater, is now ap- op in Berlin would
parently being stopped by skilful re-
tirement. Their only other great as-
sault, at Verdun, was an unqualitied |
defeat.
The thrust at Arras may have been

ghake the courage of the French peo-
| officials were undisturbed by the fig-
for the purpose of diverting British

ures. ‘They are quite contident of their
ability, in co-operation with the Brit-

referred to as ‘‘normal,” which, n
view of the magnitude of the ratt e, |
may mean that the Germans have
paid heavily for t
won. It is admitted t
noints the lceses have been greatsr,
hut it s pointed ount that tre pro-

portjon slightly wounded is very high. | effort was parried by troops a[roady‘!

Papérs Prepare German Public
For Slow Down in Offensive

Amsterdam; March 28.—Berlin ad-
vices state that on’ Wednesday even-
ng German newspapers showed re-
markdble unanimity in voicing tne ait-
ficulties which lay in the way of the
German advance on the western front.
It ie observed that these difficulties
4re increasing daily, and the public
#nust expect a .somewhat slower ad-
vance in the forthcoming days.

FMeld Marshal von Hindenburg, they
.dd, is as oconfident as ever that he
will overcome the new difficuliies, the
natune of which is pot revealed.

| German
he ground they h: ve |
hat at certain |

ish navy, to hold the submarines fin- |
ally to the point where sinkipgs will|
be few and far between. i

BOYS OF SEVENTEEN :
' MAY BE CALLED ON|

ple. If so, the effort has met with!

fallure, for Paris is reported steallly
reserves from the real objective of.
strategy far to the sout’n,l

confildent and thrilling with hints of
where French and British lines con- |

great things in prospect. :
As to the increased sinking, naval
nect. The success of that purpose isi
highly doubtful, since the. initial

|

| in .poemcfn on this sectqr- Th’erc§ Pusis, March 28 Clotant oon- |
| was no time to bring divisions back | gi.general at Zurich has inserted ad-
from the south, so it seems cemini\'enise-mems in the newspapers, in-

son of this por- | Viting all ‘German subjects of the age
thet the FegRgs garr'i« n 4 e 'ot 17 years to communicate with the
tion of the British lines was suffi- | gate with a view to their being
clent to repel .the enemy. This fact | calied to the colors, according to the
alone {s regarded as eloquent evi- | Zurioh correspondent . of the Petit
depce of the waning power of the‘l

| Journal.

Drafting of the class cf 1921 began
German war machine. in several parts of Germany in the
May Be Great Movement. | first days of March, according to in-
In the meantime, attention here  formation from a trustworthy source,
was not diverted from the chief the- jand a large number of youths have
atre, the British-French junction.|peen sent directly into the war zone
The French counter-attack there was | in civillan clothing without having re-
closely watched. It may develop into | ceived any preliminary military train-

a great movement, tho early reports|ing.

CHECKED AND FAILS ==

Reserves Drivei' Back  Enemy
Where Gains Threatened Most
“Serious Results.

et

LOSS SOUTH OF SCARPE
German Attack North of River
Seems to Have Completely
Failed—Checkered Reports.
—
London, March 28~Tonight's re-
ports from the front were of a check-
ered character. “While the British
sustained a couple of setbacks, the

most encouraging news comes from
sectors on the ¥French front, where the

advance was most threatening.

The French, having brought up re-

'serves, have been able on their hither-

to yielding line between Hainvillers,
south of Montdidlier, Pont I'Eveque,
and south of Nayon by a fine counter-
attack to drive the enemy back a dis-
tance of three kilometres on a front
of ten kilometres.

Coupled with this hopeful news
come réports of a sinking barometer
and a threat of snow, which would
seriously hamper German operations

altho also bad for the British air ser-
vice, which has hitherto “done grand
worl behind the German. line. ?

sback of the Hamsl line,
bringing the Gepmans.nearer to thelr
objective, Amiens. This will be re-
garded with less anxiety heve than the
new. German ~move against Arras,
where the British line has hitherto
held firmly. - The Germans made at-
tacks both north and south- of the
Scarpe.. The former seems to have
failed, but the southern attack was
successful, forcing the British to re-
tire to a position nearer the line they
held in July, 1916.

BRITISH BOMB TOWNG

" e e
ish to.fall

INBREHT MOORLGHT

Thousand Projectiles Dropped on
Germans in Bapaume, .
Bray, Peronne.

BURST WITH BIG EFFECT

Eyplosions Occur in Middle -of
Columns of Troops, Trans-
ports, Encampments.

March 28.—In its official
British ' asiation

London,
statement on the

work at. the .battle‘ront, the British |

war office says that a proportion of
the 18 British machines reported,
missing are belleved to have landed!
on the British side of the line, A’
very heavy fire directed against the
British machines from the ground ac-
counted for the greater proportion of
the British casuaities, The  state-
ment continues:

“During the night the bombing of
Bahaume, Bray and Peronne contin-
ved with the utmost vigor. Over a
thousand rombs Were dropped ard
thousands of rounds of ammuniticn
were fired at good targets which were
plentiful and easy to see in the
moonlight, Our pilots saw their
bombs bursting in the middle of col-
umns of troops, transports. and en-
campments, :

“Four of our airplanes are missing.”

We Are “Against Caesar!”

If thou [Pilate] let this man g0,
thou art not Caesar’s friend;
soever maketh himself a king speak-
eth against Caesar,

These words are from St Jobn's nar-
rative of the first Good Friday,

in our day we have a kaiser who claims
to rule under divine right; that whoever
disputes it is not Caesar’'s friend; that
whosoever, especially democracy, maketh
himself a king is against Caesar.

1t is for this pretension of the kaiser
and his subjects that the democracy of
the world is fighting him and giving up
lives .against this Caesar, in whose
name Belgium has been crucified and
Armenians and others ravaged and but-
chered in hundreds of thousands.

Canadians are against this kaiser; so
are Americans, Britishers, Fremchmen,
Italians—all the best of civilization.

who- |

BRITISH

FRONT

FRENCH

FRONT

HEAY ATTICKS MO
N BEEIN OF IS

Another ‘Sector of Front Added
to North End of New
Battle Line.

e —————

INTENSE FIGHT COMING

Six Enemy Attacks Delivered
During ‘the Day, But No
Change is Made.

‘With the British Army in France,
‘March 28.—Another séctor of the front
was added to the north end of tae new
battle line -today when the Germans
attacked heavily on both sides of the
Scarpe towards Arras. Bitter fighting
took place fromr Gavrelle on the north,
‘to Boyelles, below the. river, and in
some sections the Germans succeeded
in pushing forward somewhat in the
face of Wﬁ(’g resistance, .
' Whether tae enémy was really mak-
 ing a serious threat against the batfle-
i b v gt M o
sald,

sion, whieh ot
from moving troops and guns south-
ward to the main battle front, it
would be of advantage .to the Ger-
mans, who have.not yet got their ar-
tillery forward,

Further south, astride the! Somme,
| there are indications that another in-
!unse conflict7is imminent:. The Ger-
| mans this morning ere advancing
{ from the neighborhos of Bray, while

south of here the British were con-
| ducting operations-in the direction of
Sailly, -Laurette and Proyart.

Al along the British front there is
heavy fighting: Ths assault opposite
Arras was preceded by a haavy ene-
my hombardment, which began earlv
in the morning. = The Germans di-
L pected their infantry drives towards
the higi, ground represented by Orange
Hill and Telesraph: Hill, near Arrus,
both of which elevations fwere the
ccene of desperate engagements during
the battle of Arras. :

The fighting on 'I'elegraph Hill just
{telow the Scarpe Was particularly
[ bitter, and at latest reports this hill

was covered with swirling masses of
| British and Germans battling at close
| quarters.
‘( The fighting yesterday in the north
centred about Boisleux St- Mare, Ayet-
'vm, Courcellesand Ablainzevelle. liere
{ the Germans made a  succession of
{ neavy assaul's for the purpose of oh-
| taining high ground, but (n each case
the. attacking infantmy either came
against a astonewall defence or was
| immediately thrown out by vigorous
counter -atticks.
| At Least Six Attacks. ;

At least six attacks were delivered
auwrng the day by the Germans and
the engagsments here resuilted in vir-
tually no change in the situation :I‘he
enemy lost heavily n men. The ‘Fer-
mans are still rushing up actillery
for a-continuance of the ba}tlc, but in
some sectors the guns are ¢oming for-
ward somewhat slowly. Prisoners say
that food supplies are aleo coming up
badly, because of the lengthening of
communications.

OCertainly no small part of the Ger-
| man difficulty in getting guns, troops
and supplies forward has been due to
the marvelous work of the British
airmen since the inception of the
battle. The British aviators have
waged such intense warfare over the
enemy territory that the Germans
have been forced to abandon some of
the highways  and employ round-
about routes. A striking example of
this is the - Albert-Bapaume road,
which is one of the main arteries and
which the Germans are compelled to
avold.
| The British pilots have been bomb-
ing and gunning their way over the
Somme battleground continually, and
| wery heaVy casualties have been in-
flicted on the German infantry, cav-
alry and transport by these intrepid,
low-flying fighters. The battles
the air have Deen innumerable, and
in these the British airmen have
1maintalned the upper hand thruout.
| The bravery and skill of the Brit-
! ish . fliers is illustrated well by two
rather ordinary pattles which tdok
place yesterday. One British fighter,
when attacked by tem German alba-
trosses, stood them all off and
brought down one - before he retired
{in safety. Another British machine

was attacked by nine German tri-
| planes. The piiot returned after a
'hot fight in ‘which he brought down
‘one of the enemy. -

»

4ty |
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FESH TRODPS NAKE
BREACH N THE LN

Enémy Breaks Thru at Mont-
didier, But is Held in Places
“Further South.

RESERVES OVERPOWERED

Could Not See From Whence
Came the Deadly
Rain of Deéath.

'With the French Army in France
Wednesday, March 27.—Fresh German
troops were thrown today against the
French army maintaining the junection
between the French. and British-lines,
and, despite the determined & stand
made by the ! o T were. t.-! e "‘

1 the west, the Ger-

at Montdidier

‘the past two.
‘pushing horthw
in close .touch with.the BE
have been forced back by ]
ing numbers. French have re-
lieved part of the British lne.’ °
Allied Intentions Hidden.

Nothing ’y::t h“mbeelntz}twlm to de-
vel regarding the in o
all&?l commanders, but it is certain
that at an opportune moment they
will make a counterstroke. The gen-
era]l idea of the battle as far as it
has gone shows that the . Germans
chdse to make their prdmbl»atuwk
against the British  front. At thev
same time they made a demonatmtflo:
just where the two armies, French an

itigh, join.: :
Br’rtt‘:e Gj:rmans succeeded in making
a breach in the British line, which
the French forces closed, first send-
ing cavalry to fill the gap- The Ger-
mans

order to keep

carefully prepared for this
hag 4 and army

fve, whole divisions
ggv;';’ rehearsing the parts they were
to play when the moment came. Just
before the assault, the British lines.
were deluged with shells for a short
ith projectiles charged
. Then came
of infantry, ;lo:ely fol-
lowing one another. The first: waves,
or wi‘xa.t remained of them, reached
their objectives and held on until
furter waves came aong and clean-
ed up the islets of British, who were
holding out with obstinacy, using for
that purpose jets of liquid “flame.
Reserves Overpowered.
Reinforcements joined the Ger-
mans, and from the captured first
British lines a murderous fire with
rifles, machine guns and automatics
were opened on the rear #nes of the
British at distances up to 2,000 yards.
This rain of death was £0 deadly as
to overpower the . Britishi reserves,
who could not see whence it came
and were unable owing to its sever-
ity to advance to the assistance of
their comrades in the first line.
Under cover of this hail of bullets
the German waves of infantry made
their way into the second British
{ine. . The Germans lay do
they had' advanced for some distance
and allowed still other waves to pass
thru the intervals: Simultaneously,
large numbers of small cannon and
three-inch guns mounted on low car-
riages, for quick movement and low
visibility, were brought up close be-
hind the advancing infaptry..
| " The tenacious resis of
British at many points of the line

the

oot mg‘ ior to. e |

HEAVY ATTACKS NEAR ARRAS
END IN SLIGHT ENEMY GAIN

Dense Waves of Germans,
Supported by Tremendous
Axtillery Bombardment,
Make Some Advance, But
Other Attacks Fail.

© NDON, March 28.—The lat-
L - est official reports will tend to
resfore confidence here, altho,
according to Field Marshal Haig’s
report, the Germans have been able
to renew “heavy attacks along a front
of ;55 miles and fighting of the fierc-
est character ' is continuing with'
fluctuating fortunes. On the whole,
the British are maintaining their po-

sifions and the line is nowhere great-
ly. changed. i :

favorable indications given by the
British war oftice statement. Early
in the evening the French forces
were firmly holding the enemy east
and southwest of Montdidier, while
heavy fighting on the fromt from
Lassigny to Noyon had " given the
‘enemy no advantage. , i
| “The Reuter. correspondent at British
headquarters reports heavy attacks
against Arras today, both to the north

that on the south assuméd  serlous
‘proportions, and by’ 11 o'elock in the

morning dense waves of the enemy,
by ‘a tremendous artillery

on the north speedily died down, but

made some advance.

The barometer is falling and snow :
is threatened, according to this corre-
spondent.

., . Haig's Report.

After an all-day battle north and
south of the Somme,’ with Arras as
the chief centre, the British forces
have beaten off the Germans, with
heavy losses to the enemy, according
1o the report from Field Marshal Haig
tonight. ;

The text of the statement says:_

“Heavy fighting occurred during the
day along the whole British line from
southeast of the Somme to northeast
of Arras, a battle front of some fiffy-
five mifes.

“This morhing, after an tnbenle.one-"
my bombardment and covered by a
cloud of smoke, the enemy opened a
fresh attack in great strength on a

Scarpe. At the same time a series of
partial attacks was delivered by him :

along our line southward to tho
Somme.

“In the new sector of battle, east
of Arras, the enemy <uccgeded . :n
forcing his way thru our outpost Lne
and hard fighting has been proceed-
ing all day in our battle positiong.
Here ail the enemy’s assaults have
been repulsed with heayy Jlosseg Lo
him,

“Fierce fighting s stiil taking place
south of the »scarpe.

“At Boyel.es, Moyenneville, Ablain-
ville, Bucquoy and twuseux Our
troops also have beéen repeatedly at-
tacked and have beaten off a number
of determined assaults. At Dernan-
court the enemy succeeded in forc-
ing his way, for the setond time,
into the vifage, but was driven cut
once more by our counter-attack with
the . loss of many killed or taken pri-
woner, :

“South of the Somme our troops
have been flercely engaged all day in
the neighborhood of Arveliieres, Vrely
and Hamel, Different locahties have
changed hands ‘requently in bitter
fighting, tut our positiors have been
maintained, Heavy fighting
in this sector ailso.”

caused the Germans to bdring into|
action all of their immediately avall- |
able reserves and also to bring up |
other divisions from the g’qieter parte
of the front. Approximately 70 divi- |
[ mions have been definitely recognized |
'as having been engaged in the baftle, |
lall of which suffered very severe
| losses.

At the present moment the German
movement ig in the direction of
Amiene,

Good Friday and Easter of the
War.

The kaiser and his militarists are out
on this Good Friday to crucify democ-

French Counter-Attack,
¥rench troops this morning counter-
attacked with great dash and drove
back the enemy on a front of 10 kilo-
metres to a depth of three kilometres
gouthward of Noyon. ]

This announcement was made in a
Britisa official summary of the situa-
tion issued this evening.

The summary adds that the Ger-
mans last night entered Montdidier. =

Last night the Germans eectfiffed a
erossing of the Somme near Chiplily,
compelling the British left flank south
of the river to fall back.

The statement follows:

“puring the night the enemy sgucy
ceeded in crossing the Somme from
the north to the ‘south near Chipilly,
and consequently the left flank our
troops south of the Somme was com-

racy; the allies fight for and pray for a
newer and brighter Baster for civiliza-
| tion. s

pelled to fall back towards Hamel.
From that place the line runs thrw
4

¥
-

French reports’ fully confirm the -

o 4 ';ghdrdmgdq,’vbre.rewmd to have k.

wide front south and north of the °

I

-south of the :Scarpe. The attack - -




