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NevertheleBS no legislation was Intro-

duced. Other matters made the ses-

sion one of much excitement, and In-

terest, and near the close of It the
Premier stated to another deputation
that the Government bad Intended to
Introdu!?e a measure of advanced and
useful liquor legislation, but that their
plans had been Interfered with, and
the measure would be held over and
Introduced early at the next session.

The Annual Convention of the On-
tario Alliance, a very large meeting.
expressed deep regret at the Govern-
ment's failure to take action, and re-

atRrmed the demand for legislation,

that had been made Immediately after
the voting.

The Legislature met again In 1904.

Again the speech from the throne
made a promise of legislation dealing
with the liquor question, and again
before the session closed, the Premier
announced that "it Is not our Inten-
tion to bring in any legislation this
session In regard to the Liquor License
Law." It was understood that the
members of the Liberal Party in the
Legislature could not agree as to what
measure of advanced leglslitlon they
would unite in supporting.

There was naturally much dissatis-

faction throughout the country among
the friends of temperance at this long
delay. The Government's majority In

the Legislature was very small-, and It

seemed probable that a new election
would shortly be held.

A very largely attended convention
of the Liberal party was held iij Mass-
ey Hall. Toronto, commencing on No-
vember 23^. A committee resolution

unanimously recommended the con-

vention to adopt a policy of temperance
legislation, which was submitted In

detail. The most progressive and use-

ful parts of this policy were opposed
by members of the Government and
voted down by the convention, leavinff

the report little more than a declara-
tion In favor of temperance legislation,

and a proposal to Improve the Local
Option Law. This was a practical re-

versal of the policy which Sir Oliver
Mowat had enunciated on behalf of
the party after the plebiscite of 1894.

During the same week there was
held in Toronto a very large conference
of representative Conservatives from
different parts of the Province, and
that gathering adopted a resolution

declaring Itself as being In full aym-
patry with all well-directed efforts to

promote tempei-ance. The leader of
the party, Mr. J. P. Whitney, set out
In the following terms, the policy con-
cerning the liquor traffic, which he be-

lieved ought to be adopteii:

" Decrease the number of licenses
where necessary; maintain Intact and
allow no relaxation of the restrictions;
remove the Commissioners and In-
spectors from political and party in-
fluence, and enforce the License Law
honestly and with the whole power of
the Government."

There was Intense disappointment
among temperance workers because of
the attitude thus taken by the two
political parties. The All.an'-e Issued

a circular strongly denouncing the

course followed by the Government,
and urging friends of prohibition to

take action to secure the election of

legislators who would fairly represent

public opinion upon the temperance
question. It was generally realized

that the Local Option leslslation which
had been neglected was the most ef-

fective weapon with which to flght

fh"e liquor traffic that would be avail-

able for some time, and work on that

line was taken up almost immediately.

Meantime a new provincial election


