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tr'jatiiry, he Ih rlmrift'il with hftviiiR dcci-iviKl

|<iirliiuii> lit mill tlic ii>iM|pjiny. I vi niiiif t.i

say, kiKm iujf .-iijiiii-tlmi^f of wimt 1 H|M'iik,tliiit

befdff iiKiiiy year-' that jTcdiclii'ii «ill \»-

fuUv rciilizi'il Hinl tli.it tlif sitl<' I'f tlif Idnds
efthi' Xcirtliwrnt uill riturii to till' jfovcrn-

Uiciit a sum (Mniiv iildit to tli>' uioticy ^fruiit.

That ciuiiioi li. (Iniif ilia day or ivi-ii m a

year or tui). It in a (im stioii,:illii-il w itii the

Bfttli'!in-!it and di'\i lo|.!iii'iit of the I'OMiitry,

which iiiwt tal<i' tiii.c to mx-oiripli^li, Init

that it will 1h' aocoiii|ilinlii<l in the t-oiir-ic of

a £»•» yi-ars no om- can imw fcrt- a iih imiit

have any n asonalilc doutit.

Hnt what wrrc thi- pi-cdiiaions of the

t)I)I«i«itioii'r They tohl the ]hc)|i1c that we
Were f,'i^iii>; cnoii^rh iiioiu-y to the conipanv
to hnild till- iiiMiiie section of the mad, irrrs-

Jiective of the land jrrant alto^'i ther, and
that the co!ii|iany would take that iKoicy
and liiiild that s.ction throinfh tl..' open
Country which was easy of construction; but
that, when tin y imi.ic to the difHcult nections,

they would .declare that they could not go
on. We were told ihat we had made the
contract in such away that the company
could liui!<l a tliinsy road, the standard taken
Ivin^r tlie I'nioii I'acidc when first construct-

«!. We w. i-e tolrl that the company v ould
goon -^o iis to make the most moiiev pos-

silih out of the contract and wciuM then
throw the whole tuint,' on the company, while
we Would have an incoinjilete n^ad at a
greater cost tliaii if the pivernnient went to

work and liuilt the road thi'niselves, in tin'

first instance. These were the preilictions

made by the opiKisition. Wiiat has been the
result, ladi' s and jrentlemen? No soop' r was
the cnnti'.c-r sii^uid than the line north of

Lake*uperior was comnienceil.and the work
went on with u r.vpi.lity unheard of even in

this Country of rapid railway construction.

The comp.iuy honestly endeavored to fulfil

their contrr^ct in i'.s .ntirely and .'acrificed

their American associates, who in all prolial-

ility believed the statements of the opposition,

ami sup|K -eil that tlie road would be a tribu

tary to the American system in which they
were interested. The c(."npany went on
with till- work continuously until 1SK4, win n
they came to p:vrliami-nt and confessed that

they had not the means to go on any lonu'er.

The .\iuerican market was closed to them,
and tin' Kui.,'lish market wa.* closed to thciii

so that they could not sell their stock, and
they were obi i>;i.il to ask for a hian of i?;iO,-

OOOJX'lO. Had you been in the house at that

time, an<l heard the discussions which took

place, you would have hi'ard the chorous of

jubilation w liich went up from theo]iposition.

They fancie<l that tliey saw the fulfillment of

their own evil prediction.^. They saw disas-

ter ahead for tile com]iany and for the country
and they were elate<) at the prospect.

But the ^jovernment, realizing the importance
of not allowiiifr the road to stJ>p,conseiited to

give th<- loan of .*:!0,00(t,(MK1 asked for taking
as security therefor die railway, the termi-

nal facilities, the stean-hips on the lakes

and everithinc in fact that the coniji.anv

owned. N\'e su).|«)s';d then that the company
would go on. but iiext sssion they came back
again with the declaration that though we
had loaned them this .^,000,000 they still

founi'. theinselven eml VTasKP*! n,u(\ ui.iibUj to

goon, and they .isked us to |x'rmit tlnin to

issue !!<:{,'i,(NM»,();)») of Uinds. ami to take itaO,-

(HK»,(HHI of the Ixmds tut securitv for that

amount of the debt, and the land grant •
seciiritv for *10,()(KI.()00, and they awked u» to

1 them ?:"i,(HK),(Kl() more. The op(iositi(>n

eie saw iiroof of all tha', the\ liail predicted

nd Ihi'V felt that thev would Ik- able to go

11^

toihecountr, with a de^b^rafion that would
secure .lur defeat. Hut the government still

felt that the completion of the railway was
tssential to the prosiwrity of the country and
the developnunt of the Northwest, and they
conseiitwl to change the conditionH of the

security and give the campany the

S.\(HM),'(K)(I asked for for oni' year. Hav-
ing done ho they skid to the company to ge
on. That was a bold |«)licy for any govern-

ment to adopt, but it W!is a (Kilicy charac-

teristic of this government wliicii recogliiM«

above all things that the countrv mu.st be
developi'd anil its resourceM ma<le the mi«t
of. AV hat has been the result? What hail

been the reward ? 7 ask yi'U to say whether
the trovernment, looking at the result, is not
I'lititled to your contiileiice and suPlxirt.

(.Vpjilausi-.) It assumed great risks but it

di(l It for the giMHl of the Country and with
the contidence that they would be justified

by the result. Wlieii the mo.iev advanced
to the conipanv was re|iaid, the hopes of tlj

opposition went down immediatelv. .M thong
this .•s,'{(),(HH).0(K), one dollar of w hich we were
never to .see, was not due until b'^'.H, last

year the company said to the government
that iT tiiey would take .s;20,(H)(),(K)«) cash for

the bonds and land at t':.l.."iO an iK-re for tlie

other >?10,(KH»,tKI0, they would repay the loan

and take the iiositiim of an ordinary private

cor[Kiration, which, having entered into an
obligation totlie government, had fuUilled it

and was discharged.

Of this money, -which in 1SH4 every mem-
ber of the ooiiositi<m tolil us we would never

see a dol lar of , t his .?H."., 0J<), (KK) wh ich i n 1 HS.'-) we
were told was simplv an additional eift to

the Canada I'acitic railwny, -.«L'r),0<_K).0<IO in

solid cash has been ]iaid back, as to $.\0<)0,000

of it, ten months before it was due, as to
?iL'0,(KM),000 of it. live years before it wasclue.
Wi- have the lands given luick, to us at .SI.50
so that the whole of these loivns h:>.ve beon
repaid intti the jmblic trea.sury. Now sir,

there is one point in regard to that bargain
m relation to which we have Ih'cii at!.:u.'ked.

It has been said that we have comproieised
with thecom|>any by taking ]iayment of two-
thirds instead of the full amount of the
loan. It has been said by om^ gentle-

men that tliey are our own lands

a id by others that they are worth-
less. Well, as to the first statement, they
are not our own lauds, for the simple reason
that they formed part of the land subsidy

that we gave to the company; and they, hav-
ing constructed the railway, were as entitled

to the land as to the numey subsidy. Then
as to the otlier charge about the land being
worthless, look back at the discussions when
this transaction was entered into. How
your fears were sought to be excited by state-

ments of the value of these lauds! The
lowest figure placed upon them was tw


