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iniau'c <»t' Clu'isl in us. Somotimos it m.-iy i»('

oil til I'c'VV'w ;> year, i»r some loiiiiXM' portion ofw

o iir lifo. fully, in tlio way Ix^orc nu'iitioried,

l»ut tlic inaiuior of doiui;- it will be nearly the

.^anie. With respect to tlie (•oiitiiiue<l exaniiiia-

tion of our |>re.--ent life, it is host foi- most [)eo})le

to set thcmselxcs chiefly to work in rooting out

what tiiev find to l»e their ix'settinii- sins, and to

ask themselves daily whether they have in any

respect fallen into those, and then deal with

themseh es strictly, and chastise and guard them-

stdves wdieri' the fault is fouml. Hy thus follow-

ing u[) tlic cn<'nii('s of the Lord till weha\edes-

ti'oved them, tlie \ ictoi'v is mad(> sui"e ami lastinu'.

for <iod"s hlessiiig rests u|)on a hearty ami s(df-

denying strife against sin. And this kind of

close warfare may l>e cari'ied on against lighter

«'vils when the gi'eatei' ai'e sul)dued, and may he

made the means of jdgh advancement in the

\crv virtues in which we are naturallv most

wanting. Manv a good man has curbed a talka-

ti\i' tongue so .-is to Liloi'ifv (iod bv becomiui::

eminent for uuarded s])eech. and controlled a

hasty t(>nip('-. so as (»• become an example of

meekness : and tlie same may be done with other

things. Thus it is well at the beginning of liCid

to have some one '»r two j)articular jtoints marked

out. in whi(di we know tliat we givatly need im-

provement, and to keep them in \'iew the whole

lime, htsing n<t oppoi-t unity of pres.sing forward

tov ard [)erfeetion.


