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and wlicii tln' lii'st lit nt' canu'stiu'ss lias s|)«'iit itself, if the nricst ho

lutt wati'lifiil tt) htrt'iiu'tlu'ii tilt' pKi'l iiiiiti'('s?<i(tii whicli was iiia<l»',

there may l»e a s|iei'(ly tU'cleiision from tlie promise of early |ii<'ty,

or ii disposition to seek assistaiiee clsewhert'. For this reason IJilde

ehisses or Coiiimunieants' classes are ueede 1 after Contir.iiation ; and

the clerny must not suppose that their work is emled when there are

no more to l»e confirmed at that special time. The younu' i'<'(|niro

clear and iletinite teaching', lessons of reverence in rcLi'aril to the

servici' of Holy Coiinnunion, whicli, if they do not 'j.v\ from ns, tlu-y

will learn nowhere else. AVe must not take it for ii'rante*! that they

ha\c all they oni,dit to know on such matters. It is highly ]iroliaMo

that no delinite instruction Inis ever been li'iven them hv their

parents on the fundamental ilorti'ines of their religion.

Next, 1 would sjieak on the Marriaj^e Ser\:ce. I know of no

inoru solemn rite in the whole Prayer Book than this. The symbol-

ism of the rite taui>ht us by St. Paul ; the solemn a])])ea] to "the

dreadful day of judirment, when the secrets of all hearts shall be

revealed;" the certainty that "those who ai'e coupled tonether

otherwise tlian God's Word doth allow are not joined tou'ether by

God," and even if their matrimony be legal, it is not in (Jod's sight

lawful; the solemn espousal "till death do us jiart;" .lie three-fold

blessing; the prayer that they may "live together in holy love unto

their lives' end"— these re[)eated cautions and warnings and

blessings invest this rite with a signiticance and seriousness unsur-

jtassed. And yet, where is there a rite more irreverently handled ?

I do not si)eak of the baser sin that is sometimes committe<l before

marriage, but of the frivolousness with which n-.atrimoiiy is under-

taken. The absence of religious feeling, especially of religious unity;

legality made the sole measure of lawfulness; the money-making

business which often forms the chief desire for union ; the hasty

])erforming of the rite in a house, where the prayers seem unsuitable,

the blessings UJiHt, wliere the whole wish is to make the service ns

short as i)ossible; or if it be fashionable to go to Church, the crowd

of Irreverent uazers, bent on nothing but criticism on the dress of

those who are appealing to God for His sanction and His blessing—
when all these signs of frivolity are manifest, who can won<ler that

the rules and prohibitions of the Church are trami)led luider foot?

that bonds so lightly made are as lightly regarded, and that in a

neighboring country (as i ^ated on liigh authority) one in ten of every


