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tress of miiKl, (leclnrinp^ ilmt you liad missod the fairest

opportunity of distinguishitig yourself that ever man
had, and lamenting so pitoously the loss of your repw-

tation, that I was promptctl to make c^lmost any effort

to rehevo you from the shamo which seemed to over-

whehn you. This, you very well know, was the ori-

gin of the ccrtificato I then granted you ; and tiiat

your letter to me, (of which you once furnished a false

copy for publication, and .which you now represent as

making a demand upon me,) was merely an introduc-

tion to mine. Another motive I had which you coultl

not appreciate, but which I urged with success on the

other oflicers : it resulted from a strong, and I then

hoped, pardonable, desire that the public eye might
only rest upon the gallant conduct of t!ie fleet, and not

bo attracted to its blemishes, as I feared it would be
by the irritation excited by your conduct among the

officers and men, most of whom, I hoped, had acquired

suflicient honor to gratify their ambition, even should that

honor be share I by some one who mif^iit less deserve it.

The expressions stated in your two certificates to

have been made use of by mo, when speaking of your
unmanly conduct, were probably the most lenient I have
for a long time employed when called upon to express
my opinion of you

; and, thoroughly known, as you
must be conscious your character is to me, it was quite

needless for you to have procured certificates of the

contempt with which I have spoken of you. You might
readily, however, have fm'nished much more ample
ones, and of a much earlier dute, than those it has suit-

ed you to produce ; for you allowed but little time to


