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in'Provement of tiio Hay Lake Channel is a neceasary comple-n em to the construction of the new lock. This channel leaves thtp.csent navi^r;, ,|e channel about two and a half miles below the canal
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ior the last five years the annual rate of incrcivse in the number ofve^els and in the .juant ty an.i value of frei^iht conveyed through thelock demonstrates that before the present improvements can be com-pleted the lake commerce will be under the most pressins necessity
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^mi^-'rative statement^ will illustrate the importanceofthe.se

results. In 1888 the entries at and clearances from the port of NewOrleans were, registered tons, entries, 721,1-28: registered tons clear-
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expended six and one-half millions of dollars in deepen-ing the channel at the mouth of the Mississippi Kiver and into the Gulf.in this It did wisely. The error was, as here, that the work was delaved


