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whether he is willing to ahide hy the offering: he hns mnde. So when the sinner

\i(.'lds liimself to (iod and it- acci'i ted (rod niaivcs to him diMclosures of himself and-

I

of (iod's claims upon him which test iiis loyiilty lo tlie very utmost, It is revealed

to him tliat to he a Christian is not merely to he saved froui the fear of hell and
into li ho[)0 of heaven, l)ut to 1)0 saved from all sin now, and into a life of self-denial,

self-devotion and (ilial duty to God in every exigency that may arise. On Friday
evening one of the candi(hites for ordination reliited to vis an experince of genuino
(tonversion, marked liy all tlio essential characteristics of .-inch a change, hut told

us also of the discovery, immediately after his conversion, of unsettled ([uestions

l)et ween the JJi vine will and his own. He told us liow with the light of God's

countenance on his soul, the struggle, teriihle somi'times, went on hetween duty
and inclinatian, showing lis that tlieie may lie a want of harmony hetwinm our will

and God's whiidi do(>s not cost us our peace hecause it is not positive rebellion. It

is not refu.sal to acceiit (jod's way, hut reluctance. This discord is brought to the

consciousness of every young convert iiefore he h;is taken many steps in his

new life by (|Ucstions tluit confront liim. Will that young man consent to ju'each

the gospel? Will that young woman subordinate her interests and ambitions in

society to the claims of the Lord Jesus upon her? Will that business man de-,ote a
jn'oper ]iioportion of what the Lord may give him to the cause of religion and
charity? The .stuil struggles to get its own concurrence in terms which God |)ro-

poses. That struggle proves two things that it is a renewed heart in whicli the

struggle takes plac(>, else there would be no stnh struggle, and that the renewed
will is not ahVays at one with the Divine will. In the case of the perfect

Ghristianthe struggle ceases. In all circumstances, of whatever character, the

Divine will, in whatever forms, is known only to be instantly and cheerfully

acci'pted and obeyed.

Another chief characteristic is {lurity in th(> realm of the passions. The
pas,-,Ionshave l)een so dejiraved that we are apt to think them essentially evil. But
tlicy are an important ana valuaDle palt or our constitution. They are to be
regulated and controlled, but not destroyed. Our Saviour had them -the same
[lassions that we have, They may be puiji^ied ; and pui'ity iu the realm of tlie

jiassions is. so far forth, entire sanctiticarion. As an illustrative sp(!cimen take
auger, one of the most familiar. A man may have a liery temper that goes off
like gunjiowder, so that often tliere is no time for thought or effoi't to control it.

Its posses.sor has been accustoine<l to give word for word and blow for blow in
aiig;'!', and it has b.'come utterly ungovernable through being allowed a loose rein
foi- many years. This man bi'comes convei'ted, and now under provocation he
utters no word, performs no act, that can li(> regarded as unchristian ; but his head
throl)B, his face reddens, and his franu' trenibles from head to foot with controlled,
suppressed anger, He " doth not commit sin, for his seed remaineth in him, and
he cannot sin liecause he is born of God," and the next time he goes for cominnnion
with (iod, with all his heart he praises God for the grace wliieh enabled him to
contiol unruly passion and act the Christian part ; but at the same time he
confesses with sluune and tears that angry feePng which arose iu his heart, whiidi
he knew to be wrong, and wliich he i)assionately prays may be taken iiway. And it

may be taken away -entirely ' removed, .so that he shall be able" to stand
amidst the severest laovocations as Christ .stood amidst his per.secutors, with
nothing ])ut the kindest words on his tongue, and nothing but the sweetest feelings
in his hi'art. So may all the passions ln' pniilied and used only as God intended in
His si'r\ice.

Another mark of the pure lieart is the crueitixion and death of self. Oftentimes
the regeiieratiMnan rccogui/es the <dainis of God on him, while the (damorings of
self-interest make it difficult foi' him to respond to those claims. Moiu'y is so hard
to <^r{. it is so little that he gcis at the best, ther(> are so many things that he must
have, and it .so hard to make ends meet at the end of the year and keep out of debt,
tliat it becomes ditHeult to give what seems to be his proportion. But when
entirely sanctified ho gives liis tenth without an effort. It costs no more of
calenlation than is necessary merely to sum up the amount. Aye,-he gladly gives
more than a tenth rather than see the cau.se of God languishing and bleeding for
lack of that whi(di he (;an supply. Self is crucilied and in no wav or degree con-
flicts witli perfect love.

Now, these three which T have thus unfolded—loyalty to God, purity in the


