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pens in ull popular commotions, he that declaimed with the most
irehemence was the most applauded, and deemed the best citizen.

The benefits conferred by the mother country, during so long a pe-

riod, were consigned to oblivion ; and it had become as frequent as

it was grateful to the people, to read the list of British vexations

These outrages were represented in the most odious colors bv the
orators of the multitude, whose minds were continually exasperated
by similar harangues. The assemblies of representatives, and par-

ticularly those of Massachusetts and Virginia, dispatched instruc-

tions to their agents in London, to use all diligence, by all possible

means, to prevent the intentional act from being passed into a law.

They also addressed remonstrances to the king, and to the two
houses of parliament, all tending to the same end. But those of
the province of Massachusetts were the most energetic and vehe-
ment. This province was particularly distinguished for the warmth
with which it I ad opposed the new and pernicious direction Avhich
the ministers had for some time given to American aflairs. The colo-
nists acquired a still more determined resolution, when they learned,
that in the present contest they were not abandoned to themselves,
but that many were found in the mother country itself, even persons
illustrious by their rank, their merit, or their dignities, who, from con-
viction, from the desire of renown, or from a wish to supplant the
ministers, were continually exclaiming, both in parliament and else-

U'here, that ' Such was not the accustomed mode of conduct of the
English government towards its subjects ; that it was a new tyranny,
which, if tolerated, would one day rebound from the shores of Amer-
ica upon those of England ; the evil should be resisted in its princi-
ples

; that governments in prosperity were but too much disposed to
arrogate an extension of power ; there was much appearance that
the government of Great Britain inclined to imitate this usurpation

;

that it was therefore essential to watch it with attention ; the desires
and the arts of Scottish favorites were sufficiently notorious : thnt
America was the means or the instrument, but England the object.
And what occasion was there frr these new imposts? To protect
and defend America, or the conquered territories ? Was it to re-
press the Indian tribes ? The colonists, with their light arms, and
divided into detachments, were more proper for this service than the
heavy English infantry. The Americans had all the courage requi-
site to defend themselves, and to succor, if necessary, the advanced
posts

:
they had given the proof of this, on numerous occasions.

There no longer existed a powerful enemy upon the American con-
tinent

;
whence, therefore, these continual apprehensions of an at-

tack, when the vestige of an enemy is no where to be seen ? And
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