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and which \vc arc, with one mind, refolvcd
never to relign but with our lives.

Thefe are the rights ynu are entitled to,
and ought at this aioment in perfedion to
cxercife. And what is offered to you by the
late ad of parliament in their place ? Li-
berty of conl'cience in your relig''o^ > No.
God gave it to you ; and the temporal pow-
ers with which you have been and arc con-
ne(fted, firmly ftipulated for your enjoyment
of it. If laws divine and human, could fe-
cure it againft the defpotic caprices of wicked
men, it was fccured before. Are the French
laws in civil cafes reftorcd ? It fecms fo.
But obferve the cautious kindnefs of the mi-
mfters who pretend to be ycur benefadors.
-The words of the ftatute are, that thofe
t** laws (hall be the rule, until they ihall be
varied or altered by any ordinances of the
Governor and Council." Is the *' certainty
and lenity of the criminal law of England,
and its benefits and advantages," commended
in the faid ftatute, and faid to **have been
fenfibly felt by you," fecured to you and your
defcendants ? No. They too are fubjedt to
arbitrary " alterations" by the Governor and
Council

J and a power is cxprefsly referved of
•* appointing fuch courts of criminal, civil
and ecclefiaftical jurifdidtion, as fhall be
thought proper." Such is the precarious
tenure of mere will, by which you hold your
lives and religion.
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