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Tlio HptMrial tlslii-rioM wliicli give tliih rccioit imiHi of thu ])ri)iiiiiH-ii(>o it ])ohhi>hmi>s

iir«- tli<* Hulinoii, till* \vli:ii<', tlit* oyHttT, tli*- fiir himI, the t<liriiii|>, tlit; rod, tiit' cnil), aiui

the li<Ti'iiiK< >» tiM> ortltM- naine«t. Tim viiliie of tliv saltiioii liHlit^ry in about e(|tial to

ttiHt of all otiu'i- lislicritiH «;o<nbiiic(l, wliile tlie canning industry coniitTted witli the

flnheiy han an aiiiiiiai oiit|Mir but little les.'t in value rliaii that of all tlio tlHliery products

of til'* e<.asf. The salnmii are by far the most important lislies or fishery pioducts of

Alaska, Oregon, and Wa.siiington, but in the lislieries of (Jaliforuia they are surpassed

by whales, oystei's, and shrimps.

A itonspicuous feature of llit5 (Islieries of California is the entire absence of ]M)und

nets, trap nuts, weirs, and other sinulai lixed devices. While it is true that ti few

fyke nets are eni]>loyed in the Sacramento Han .loa(|nin delta, their I'se is so restricted

and their importance so sli};ht that they niay be dismissed from consideration. The
absence of this class of nets, which are such ]M-ominent Victors in the tlsheries of the

other States of this region, is owing wholly to legislation. The State has .shown a

disinclination to permit the use of such ap|iliances, ard no very determined citbrts

have been nnule by coinnierciiil tlsherinen to secure the repeal of the existing prohib-

itive law. While the setting of f> ke nets is enjoined, the law is not strictly enforced,

for the reason that in the opinion of the .State Fish Commission the obvious iiurpose

of the act was to prevent the destruction of desirable food-tlsh, and espe«ially immature
fishes; wliereas the tew nets employed are set in such situations an<l niuler such condi-

tions that (Ml' llshos gs'nerally regarded as worthless, or nearly so, are or «'an betaken.

In no other region in the United .States are the ])eo|ile more generally impressed

with the benelicial results of artificial proiiagation and "lore ready to aid ami

a|tprovc any fish-cultural nwasures that are jjrojterly :er<)nimended. While the

results of salmon-culture have in some places been nnirked and are readily acknowl

edged by fishermen and others, this alone is not suthcient to account for the wide-

sjtread advocacy of llsh culture which exists among all classes and in all jiarts of the

I'aeiflc coast. We must look further for the lause. There seems little reason to doubt

that to the marvelous success of shad and striped bass acclimatization on the west

coast must be attributed the firm belief in fish cultural work that pervades all localities

in which fish is an article of food or an object of capture. One or both of these new

species are well known in almost every accessible coast settlement in the three States,

and they are an enduring testimony to the influence of uuin over lish production.

As may be reatlily uuderstocu!, the time available for the ins|>ection of the tlsheries I

of the west coast wan so short as to jtreelude a com])lete study of the subject, ami it
j

was necessary to restrict thc! inquiry to those (daces which afforded the best oppor-

tunity to see the greatest variety offish and fishing in the shortest time, and to those]

fisheries pos.sessing the greatest interest and importance.

The chief object of the visit to the I'acilic Coast was to give the writer a i)roperj

conception of the ])rincipal phases of the commercial fisheries there carried on. in

order to better eipiip him for the administration of the attairs of the division niidfr I

his charge. A great many memcuanda were made on the varitms asjiects of different

branches <d" the fishing industry, of which the following imtes form a part. ^Mucli oil

]>ersonal interest to the writer that was noted, however, would not have snf11cieut|

importance to deserve mention in this report.

The notes her»'with presented cover only a few of the fisheries of the west coiist.j

and mostly relate to only a few of the phases of those branches which are cousidentl.

They represent the per.sonal observations and researches of the writer, and .ncj


