
m
lies, after the rule and (loctriiii* '" Christ, hut wo mfiy hr

whoU'soiiK* and (lodly cxanipU's .ind pnttfi for t! p«'ople

to follow." If wo do this, our lives will preach tn< jMiwer-

fidly than our sermons; if wo do not, our pn-achi ' will hi

all in vain.* Kvi-ry one exercises iiii influence r( thosf

around him, for i^ood or for evil, and this is moir [i ficu

larly tlie ri\<c with the minister. Hut let us strive to be,

what we desire to iippctir to be, and the uu(!onseious influence

tlius exercisi'd will hv much more effective than that which

flows from any studied pattern, however correct. The as-

siunption of tlu* appearance of havin;; arrived at a hij^her

di',<;ri'(! of holiness than w(; hav'e actually a(qnired, will be

injurious to ourselves, whatever it may bo to others, as it

will t'ud to self-deception. If we arc; indeed led by the

Holy Spirit, his fruits will be manifested in us; but if not, we
only act a hypocritical part, however good our intentions may
h:*, when we endeavor, for the sake of our people, to appear

as if we wtu'e livin_<( under his influence.

" We are ambassadors for ('hrist;" w(! hold a commission

from the Kini( of kings. Oh ht us strive to be worthy repre-

s.Mitatives of Him, in whose stead we are to ])roclaini the

word of ri'conciliation. And let us take heed to deliver

fiiithfully the message with which we are entrusted, forgetful

of self, sjeking not the ])raise of men, but anxious only to

please Him who hath called us, and to b:; working together

Avitli Him. We cannot I'scap.' our obligations, we cannot

divest ourselves of our commission if we woidd. Woe unto

us if we preach not the (Josp;>l. Let us then devote our-

s'lves, body and soul, to tlu; work. Surely we cannot be

slothful, we cannot be; unfaithful, if we bear continually in

mind, on the one hand, the miserable condition of him who,
"after preaching to others," shall himself be " a cast-avv'ay

;"

aiul on tilt; other, the glorious recompense awaiting him, who,

when the time of his departure is at hand, can say, " I have

fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept

the faith, henceforth there is laid up for me, a crown of

The priest that is not " clotliod with rij^litt'ousness," tliough otherwise
richly iidorned with nil the ornaments of human and divine literature, and
tiiose {filded over with the rays of a seraphic prudence and saj^acity, is yet
hut a naked, heiji^arly, despicable creature, of no authority, no interest, no
use or service in the Church of God. The unholy preacher, let him preacli

never so well, discourseth to little purpose; there will be no life in his

doctrine, because his life is so destitute of the Spirit of htdiness; he will

sooner damn his own soul than save any man's else.

—

Bishop Bull.
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