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There is little reMmblsnce between the Canada
a{ 1867 and of 1917. In thou fifty yean a vaat

change has taken place. It is common to explain

that change by the fact that '.'\ 1867 a new consti-

tation came into force. That the progress made
during the half century has been due to the develop-

ment of natural resources is not acceptable to those

who love the marvellous, and who would have it

that it is due to the adoption of p written constitu-

tion rather than to the labor ox an industrious and.

energetic yeomanry. That a goad government is.

conducive to prosperity is not daoied but it has to-

be kept in mind that the cuauge m 1-^7 wss not

from a bad to a good form of goven aent. Canada
had fifty years ago an excellent form tif government,,

more helpful to industry than that «*'Wh now pre-

>ails, in so far that taxes were ,<-^ and the

machinery of government more si* direct.

The cause of a change was not thi farm of
government was inferior, and needed m replaced

by a better, but that the domination h) Quebec had
reached so exasperating a point that a r 'justment

of the relations between the two provin< 'ould no
longer be avoided. Confederation was « j<ted to

overcame that difiiculty. That was its sp^. ,. nut-

pose. Has it done so t If it has not, then Conft

tion, in the special object for which it was de


