
IT NEVER CAN HAPPEN AGAIN 9
unoonsciousneM of the actual was liable to inroads fromwithout, and that day at school roused the curiosity of^
w?T5.r .i*^''*™??

"^'^ ^«"«" f<"^ the fii^t time

r,^ WK- T^i*'""" "^ •"" ^°'"'^"'« ^^"> «x^y normal,and nothing better was to be looked forward to in th^

JSlT^
?^°..^°"-

*
^'^*°'' «*"»' ^°">d have sided w^ththe lady m the views she expressed of any one house in it

!tt'^.''
house wou^d have laid claim to an exceptional

character for itself B-,t in the ca«e of Steptoe's ite un^
Cr ^irM'^K*"'^^ r"*"

*'»P^i^«
;
for Lizarami's UncleSter >e hed be in hquor as often as not, and frequentlyaim a stool or suchlike at his wife's head-besides WpZeyon could hear the length of the street

'anguage

8ti^t^°™
not follow that he had no provocation. Mrs.Steptoe was a fine study of the effect of exasperating cir-cumstances on a somewhat uncertain temper and Lizarann

conceived of the result as a typical aunt, "^h'e h^mS
.Tl^r \^T' T°^' '""" '°^°*^^ d^«»J' of analysis,'a cobbler who drank, towards whom she had always pro

of aU mankind on an assumption that they were none onem much better than her husband, and most orem Iro
ttt^^^'^ w"!- ? '°' ^^^ t'-^n^^^ °f the si^Lt mighthave disappointed oiderly, old-fa«hioned folk. Not that^ ^^eldom'" * """ ^^'° •'" ""^ '°^'- 0°ly that

n,iLT'
"''the Saturday evening in question, this uncle by

^Zlrf Lizarann having previously taken too muchbeer, took too much whisky, and became quarrelsome. " A
^TU ^ZT ""T^^hle, look at it how you may !"
said TaUack Street. Let us hope Mr. Steptoe was not^a«

^L i !i .^S'?? ^u
^""^"^ ^^^ °^ his wife's front teethand indented the bndge of her nose. HU blind brother-in-

l^'l.''!r "^^ *' *''" moment, personaUy conducted by hissmall daughter, was unable to see, but guessed that Steptoewas under restramt by neighbours, and from mixed soS
of pain and rage and inarticulate spluttering that his wifehad been the victim of his violence Poor Jim, m^^^th
tJ^' ,''f'.°'fht the restraining party only to let him gethold of his brother-in-law, and he would give him whatwould recaU him to his memoiy on futC o^asTo^*


