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paJem (jrathan o(Hif«ijii'i iiinuuxHcia ,* qmt^ x'l minime <h'tfi.s.H<'mj

/iodic <'jnsco2>H)i tifni cf<se)n—atincvi dtdl ei 62)if<covafuJiv ami-

j>if/\cvi.y^ I cite tin's passaij^c to pivjvc that the Muti-opolitaii

must have been ''coiiceruud in elections," in the days of St.

Ambrose, and if it be objected, that lie wrote snl)se(piently to the

Nieene (^mneil, I reply that he >vas not describing any i^articu-

lar <late, Init the ai»;e ii-enerallv in which he lived. He was born

eight yeavs after the (Jonncil, and we may be sure that the

venality he condemns, could not have arisen all at once, but pre-

vailed before he was born, as no one, whether an individual or

a Church ''' rcperite tiupi-^Hinv'as Jit.'"' I scarcely, think that Mr.

Dawson could have been so positive that " there is no trace even

in ordinations of the presence of the Provincial Bishops, before

the (^anon of N^icani," had he duly considered that the Canons

of the Council make no claim to originality. They take for

granted a code of Ecclesiastical law of long standing. The
Fathers of ISHcani merely consolidated the many Provincial

Canons enacted long before their lime. For instance, the sixth

canon which says, "If two or thrtie ijishops oppose an eh ction,

reasonable in itself, and in accordance lolth the Ecclesiastical

(kuw)h lot the vote of the majority prevail," supposes sucli a

Canon ;us already In force in ^he province's. Moreover, all

the provisions of the 0th Canon are prefaced by the words,

" Let ancient customs prevail," pointing plainly to the fact that

they were a ratilication of laws of such long standing as to be

•called, ancient. We have therefore, in the very language of the

Nicene Canons, proaf from internal evidence, that Bishops

" were concerned i?' elections,"! and that it was an " ancient

custom ;" but if so, we !iave something more than a tt'ace of

''their being present even in jrdinutions Ijcfore the Nicene

Council."

It should be remembered that universal ol)edience to the

decrees of a general Council was a plant of slow growtli. It

depended on the acceptance accorded them by Provincial

Synods. In those days it took a long time for the CJanons of

a general Council to reach all the provinces, l)ut when they did

reach them, the Provincial Synods accepted them (or such of

thorn as needed acceptation), in Provincial Canons. Thus the
* St. Ami), opera ,Tom. I, oap. 6. f Canons 1, 2, 5, », p. 15-U.


