
OBJECT UF NORMAL SCHOOLS.

iHustrution as u wliolu of wliut uiicli u Hpeciu^i of

Bt'liool oiiglit to be ;— fts vastly su|K'rior, in our view,

U) any tliinj^ we Imve wilitessed eitiier in tlie Aiiie-

lieiin States or in U|>|»ur C'anaila, wlidtlicr in regard
to tlie t!ioruii;;jriincd9 ot'tliccdncali<»ti ^r tlie uiut'onnity

ofita arrani^iJiiKJiits. Tliis .Seminary owes its origin

to the indel'ati.i^able and pliilantliro|)liie exertions of

the e<'Iebruted David Stovve, wiio may be eonsidered

tiic fatlier ol' that syst-MU of educiilion whicb bus

been appropriately <Iesigii!iled T/ie Tntiiiimj System

—a system applicable to any and every branch of

fidiieation, religious, seieiitili", commercial and clas-

fileal. The object eoiiteniplated by this institution was
Uie practical e.\iin)ition of a siii>pl<! jiractical rule, by
which children might be traineu h> think aright, to

leel nright, and to act aright,aiid to train Teat^hers to

^iractice this rule. And what is the rule? It is

neither more nor le.^s than the cducuiing of the child

us a whole ; u e. physieally, iiitellecti'ally, morally,

according to the principles laid down iii the Divine
Kecord—'"Train up a child m the way he slutuhl

go." And is not this the \iiry essence and glory of

uU education 'i Not—as som(T would have it—to

cj'owd into the mind of the child a given anioiuit of

knowledge—to teach tiro mechanism of reading and
»vriting—to load the memory with words—to [irep.vre

for the routine of a trade ; but to unfold and dirc-t

aright our whole nature. Yes, the high and sacred

oHice of education is to call forth power of every

kind—rpower of body, of mind, of heart, and of con-

neience ; power to observe, to reason, to judge, to con-

ti'ive. It is to make the young as far as possible their

own Teachers, the discerners of truth, the interpre-

ters of nature, the framci's of science. It is to help

them to help themselves. And along with all their

physical and intellectual education, should go, hand
in hand, their moral. As the child gains knowledge

lie should be. taught how to use it well,—how to turn

it to the good of mankind,—how to adopt good ends

firmly, and pursue them elliciently,—how to govern

himself and to intluence others,—how to obtain and
(spread happiness. A spirit of humanity should be

breathed into him from all his studies, springing from

the purest source—the love and the fear of the Su-

preme IJeing.

And what is the training system as cxhibitea in the

Seminary referreil to but the full carrying out of

euch an education ? There are, in the fir-it place,

gymnastic exercises perfoinicd by the children at-

tending the Model Schools, some within and others

without the School-room. Whilst the former, with

tlie exercises of voice in articulation and singing,

and the intlnenee of the sympathy of number from

tlic ehildrcn being seated on a gallery, secure in the

i-ecitation room the best order and the most tixed at^

tention ; tlio latter is admirably calculated to strength-

en the whole muscular system and to impart that

robustness of frame so essential to the healthful and

vigorous play both of the intellectual and moral pow-
ers. Then what a rich provision does this system

make for the thorough education, the full development

of the youthful intellect ! It pictures out in words,

«r i-eudcrs every term and every subject, clearly and

simply before the minds and eyes of tho children, in

the most natural form ; and this, nccoinplished not

by mere telling, or cx|)lanation, or questions and
answers with children bingly, but by (piestions and
ellipses mixed, and simultaneously answered. Such
is the training mode, picturing out (he tmblem or

metaphor first, or borrowing familiar illustrations froiu

real life, such as are within the expcipncc of the

children under training;—then drawing tho lesson

or the inference. Again, not the loss conqdcfcis tho

provision made by this system for t4>c culture of tlid

moral powers. It imparts religions instruction,

^YIlilst it repudiates all denominational peculiarities,

it inculeat(!s the great leailing truths of ihe IJiblc. It

sui)eradds the reduction of IJible principle into prac-

tice, in the every-day habits of youthful intercourse.

It adds moral .caining, ba^cd on the daily ISible train-

ing lessons, to the ordinary Bible reading and secular

instruction ofsehools ;—turning, in fiict, every teach-

ing school into one for training ;—not merely teach-

ing or instructing, but training up the child in tho

way he siiould go ;—a practice this implying theal-

n«o.st constant presence of the master or inistress, or

[mrcnt. AVould that such a system, in all its parts,

were carri<!il into vigorous operation throughout thu

length and breadth of this and of otiier landsl—y.'livt

a revolution would it elllct on the wiiolo aspe .L ol"

society, as it respects alike their temporal ami elcr-^

nal interests

!

Such is a brief outline of the natv.re and object oi

Normal Schools when the equipraent is at all coii'-

plete. There is, undoubtedly, considerable diversi ^

in these Seminarios, in the amount of accommodati./n,

the number of Professors, and in the miHliu 1 o\

education, as well as in their general management ;

but notwithstanding all this diversity—arising prin-

cipally from a wise adaptation to external circumstan-

oes,—the end is tho same in ,11—-the qualifying of

teachers for the eHicient disci irge of their ardifoiis

duties. And can there bo an end of ujoi'c vast, more
momentous magnitude ?

" We want," says an eloquent American writer,

" better Teachers, and more Teadicrs, tor all ehisses ol

society—for rich and poor, for children and adults. Wo
want that the resources of the community should be

d rectid to the procuring of better instructors, as its

highest concern. One of the surest signs of the regenc-

ra ion of society will be, the elevation of the art of

teach'ng tot'ie highest rank in the community, AVhen
a ptople sha'l learn that its greatest benefactors and

most inipcrtant members are men devoted to the

ibe;'al instruction of all its classes—to the work of

raising to life its buried intellect, it will have 0[.ened

to itself the path of true glorv. This truth is niak-

ing its way. .
Socrates is now regj^rtlcd as tiie great-

est man in an age of great men. The namoof A7«y
has grown dim before that of Apostle. To teach,

whether by word or action, is the highest functioii

on earth."
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These are many and great, (Jircct and indirect


