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reflefts on what was a<flcd in the Campus Mar-

tius of Rome, from the murder of the Gracchi

to Jie eftablifiimentof the fovereignty in the per-

fon of Auguftus Caefar, it will.diminifli his at-

tachment to that form of government where

every man adls as legiflator. But if any one

wi(hes to fee the glaring imperfeftions of this

form of government, let him read in Polybius

the revolt of the Carthagenian mercenaries, after

the firft Punic war, when every foldler became

his own legiflator, till they were at laft reduced to

fteli. relief by fubmitting themfelves to the arbi-

trary comm:.nd of fuch wretches as Spendius and

JMatho.

The imperfeflions of this government are Co

numerous, that it has no where long fubfifted,

but has become the prey of fome artful and

ambitious demagogue. If thefe forms are fo

very neceflary to the welfare of mankind that

it is even juftifiable to commence a civil war

to eftablilli them, it is fomewhat furprizing there

never has been any confiderable eftablifliment of

them. The pious will not adopt fuch an opi-

nion, as it feems derogatory to the wifdom of

Providence i the naturalift well obfervcs, that

aU animals, and even inanimate machines, are
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