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They complain also of tho falling away of many of the chiefs, and consequently of tho

pcojde, remarking that it is dilVicult to conceive how strongly tho external conduct of this

people is influenced by the known or inferred will of tlieir rulers and principal men. Still

they number above 1M,(I()() cliurch members of good standing.

The whole of the Sandwich Islands are, as has been elsewhere remarked, volcanic. Tho

following account of a remarkable eruption of the volcano in Hawaii, extracted from the

report of the American Board of ]\lissions, will be found interesting.

" f)n the 30th of JMa}', 1M40, the peoi)le of Puna observed the appearance of smoke and

fire in a mountainous and desolate region in the interior of that district. Tliinkiin^ that

the fire might be the burning of some jungle, tliey took little notice of it until the next day.

Sabbath, when the meetings in the different villages were thrown into confusion by sudden

and grand exhibitions of fire on a scale so large and fearful as to leave them no room to

doubt the cause of the phenomenon. The fire augnien(ed during the day and night ; but

it did not seem to ilow oft' rapidly in any direction. All were in consternation, as it was

expected that the molten flood would pour itself down from its height of fi)ur thousand feet

to the coast, and no one knew to what point it would flow, or what devastation would

attend its fiery course. On IMonday, June 1st, the stream began to flow oft" in a north-

easterly direction, and on the following Wednesday, June .'M, at evening, the burning

river reached the sea, having averaged about half ii mile an hour in its progress. The

rapidity of the flow was very unequal, being modified by the inequalities of the surface

over which the stream passed. Sometimes it is supi)osed to have moved five miles an hour,

and at other times, owing to obstructions, making no ai)parent progress, except in filling

up deep valleys, and in swelling over or breaking away hills and jirecipiees.

" But I will return to the source of the irruption. This is in a forest, and in the bottom of

an ancient wooded crater, about four hundred feet deep, and probably eight miles east from

Kilauea. The region being uninhabited and covered with a thicket, it was some time before

tho place was discovered, and u]) to this time, though several foreigners have attempted it,

no one except myself has reached the spot. From Kilauea to this place the lava flows in a

subterranean gallery, probably at the depth of a thousand feet, but its course can be dis-

tinctly traced all tho way, by the rending of the crust of tho earth into innumerable fissures,

and by the emission of smoke, steam, and gases. The eruption in this old crater is small,

and from this place the stream disappears again for the distance of a mile or two, when the

lava again gushes up and spreads over an area of about fifty acres. Again it ]>.asses under-

ground for two or three miles, when it reaitpears in another old wooded crater, consuming

the forest, and partly filling up the basin. Once more it dispppears, and flowing in a

subterranean channel, cracks and breaks the earth, ojieniiig fissures from six inches to ten or

twelve feet in width, and sometimes splitting the trunk of a tree so exactly that its legs

stand astride at tho fissure. At some places it is impossible to trace tho subterranean

stream, on account of the impenetrable thicket under which it passes. After flowing

under-ground several miles, perhaps six or eight, it again broke out like an overwhelming

flood, and sweeping forest, hamlet, plantation, and everything liefore it, rolled down with

resistless eiU'rgy to the sea, where leaping a precii)ice of forty or fifty feet, it jiourcd itself

in one vast cataract of fire into the deep below, with loud detonations, fearful hissings, and

a thousand unearthly and indescribable sounds. Imagine to yourself a river of fused


