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Mr. LINN said Ihe opposition to the measure
Which he had had the honor of introducing, had
conlined itself, except on the part oi' the Senators

from South Carolina, to the grant of lands. One
of those Senators made that his chief objection;

but was averse, in addition, to all present action

tipon the matter. The other, who spoke yester-

tlay,[Mr. McDupriE,] took still v/ider ground

—

blamed the bill as to all its incidental parts, as

well as its objects, and declared his fixed repug-
nance, not only to this scheme of settlement, but

to all expansion of our population whatever. Cer-
tain remarks of the latter eloquent Senator de-

mand a particular reply; and, in answering them,

il I can sutticiently, I shall have met whatever else

has been further objected to the bill.

It is with a want of consideration, of meditation,

and preparation of the measure, that he more di-

rectly taxes it. To this objection, the history of
the bill, and of its repealed introduction here, is

.the best answer. The measure was first intro-

!"duced some twenty-two years ago, in the House of

Representatives. It has, therefore, had all the time
necessary to reach the legal age of discretion. A
till of like form and objects was urged again upon
Congress in 1^23, with much ability and research,
by a distinguished member, (the late Governor
Floyd,) one of whose favorite objects it continued
to be up to the close of his honorable congressional
career. Though he did not induce the Legisla-
ture to embrace his views, yet the measure com-
manded the attention of President Monroe, and
was stnmgly recommended in his last annual mes-
sage. His successor, (Mr. Adams,) in like man-
ner, viewed it as a proper part of our national
polic}', and pressed il upon the attention of Con-
gress. This was followed up by two reports from
the accomplished pen of Mr. Baylies in support
of the President's recommendation. In 18^8, it

was (mce more introduced, in a regular legisla-

». tive form, by Governor Floyd, and passed the House
of Representatives by a large majority, but failed

in Ihe Senate by a plurality of two votes. Since
then, it has repeatedly, in one form or another,
been the subject of executive attention and legis-

- lative discussion.

In 1836, Mr. Slacnm, a young gentleman admi-
i. rably filled for this diflicult service, was commis-

sion(Ml by General Jackson to examine the coun-
try, and report upon its inducements to occupation,
sta'.e oflhe fur trade, co-.amercial advantages, &c.
The information which ilial gemlcmau personally

collected was placed before Congress in 1838. la
ihe mean time, (October, 1837,) during the extra
session, I made a call upon the Executive for
whatever it could communicate, in its possession,

upon this interesting subject. The answer, be-
sides other matter, brought US, at the regular ses-
sion, the report of Mr. Slacum of his several jour-
neys and voyages from Mexico to California, to
the Sandwich Islands, and to the Territory of Ore-
gon. I then moved the reference of the whole
subject to the Committee on Foreign Relations,
which was theri opposed strenuously by gentlemen
who are noio in favor of its reference to that com-
mittee. Finding this opposition, I moved its refer-
ence to the Committee on Military Affairs, which,
was also strenuously opposed by all who took
any part in the debate. It seemed to be the opin-
ion of the Senate, that it should be referred to
neither of the committees, but that it appropriately
belonged to a select committee; which was accord-
ingly adopted. Being the author of the proposi-
tion in regard to the ^Territory of Oregon, I was
selected as the chairman of that committee. Oa
the 6lh of June, 1838, the committee submitted
a report, accompanied by a bill.

While these proceedings were going on in the
Senate, Mr. Gushing, a member of the Committee
on Foreign Affairs in the House of Representatives,
presented the question to that body, followed up by
a report made by him—a report which, it may be
said with truth, exhausted the s«bject. Neither
the Senate nor House bill was reached that session.
Then came the Maine boundary excitement, and
the political and party agitation of the years 1839
and 1840, in the midst of which there was so little

hope of commanding the attention of Congress in
a measure in no manner connected with the presi-
dential election, that it was thought unnecessary to
press it upon the consideration of the Senate. Not-
withstanding this, I was not unmindful of its im-
portance; and in January, 1840,* a resolution was,
at my instance, sent to the War Department, as
to the expediency of a line of military posts ex-

•Aboui the same period, I introduced another resolution in the
Senate, calling for fuither iDformatlon from the State De-
partment. In reply to which. Mr. (Jreenhow's admirable Me-
moir, Iliatoncal, Politic.il, and Geographical, of the Northwest
Coast, and drawn up at tlie request of Mr. Forsyth, was sent in:
and 3,000 copies were printed by order of the Senate. Mr.
Greenhow'H Memoir contains the most careful and correct in-
formation that could be obtained up to that period, includinff
even the l)est Uritisli aiuhoriiioa; and it clearly proves, beyond
all possibility of doubt or cavil, tluit the tide of the Uiiitei
Statca to the country is incontroverlible.
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