
INTRODUCTION.
•ffcr themfclves to the (kilful in maritime affairs. How-
ever as the Manila (hips are the only ones which have
ever traverfed this vaft ocean, except a French ftraggler or
two, which have been afterwards feized on the coaft of
Mexico^ and as during near two ages, in which this trade
has been carried on ; the Spaniards have, with the great-
eft care, fecreted all accounts of their voyages from the
reft of the world j thefe realbns alone would authorize
the infertion of thofe papers, and wouW recommend
them to the inquifitive, as a very great improvement in

geography, and worthy of attention from the fingulaiity
of many circumftances recited therein. I muft add too,
(what in my opinion is far from being the ieaft recom-
mendation of ihefe materials) that the obfervations of
the variation of the compafs in that Ocean, which are in«
fertcd in the chart from thefe Spanijh journals, tend
greatly to compleat the general fyftem of the magnetic
variation of infinite import, to the commercial and fea-
faring part of mankind. Thefe obfervations were,
though in vain, often publickly called for by our learn-
ed country-man the late Dr. Halley, and to his immor-
tal reputation they confirm, as far as ihey extend, the
wonderful hypothefis he h«iJ e.iicrtain«.>a''on this head,
and very nearly correfpond in their quantity, to the pre-
ditftions he publilhed above fii'ty years fmce, long before
he was acquainted with any one obiervaiion made in:

thofe feas. The afcertaining the variation in that part of
the world is juft now too, of more than ordinary confe-
quence, as the Editors of a new variation-chart lately
publilhed, have, for want of obfervations in thofe parts,
been mifled by an erroneous analogy, and have miftakea
the very fpecies of variation in thole northern feas; for
t4iey make it wefterly where it is eafterly, and have laid
it down 12° or 130 ftiort of its real quantity. >- » i.

Thus much it has been thought necelfary to premife
with regard to thehydrographical and geographical part,
of the enfuing work ; which it is hoped the readea* will,
on perufai, find much ampler and more important than
this flight flcetch can well indicate. But as there are here-
after occafionally interfperfed fome accounts of Spanijh
tranfadtions, and many obfervations on the difpofition of
X^t/imerican Spaniards f and on the condition of the coun-

tries.
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